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1 Q. Have you been employed in any other
2 positions with the School District?
; bR 0CEEDINGS 3 A. Yes. Starting in '97, | was a fifth grade
2 HEARING OFFICER: Good morning, we are 4 teacher at 10th and Penn Elementary School. After, |
3 here to reconvene the public hearing invelving the 5 believe it was, roughly six and a half years, | fransferred
4 Reading School District and I-LEAD Charter school. I 6 and | became the Assistant Principal at Northeast Middle
5 declare this hearing session to be open at approximately 7 School.
¢ 9:37 am. 8 After a semester, Mr. Jamula retired, |
7 I note that we have several people in the
. audience other than Counsel, who's been previously 9 became the Principal at Northeast Middle School for a
9 introduced. For those folks in the room, this is a quasi 10 two-year period. |left the District for a year to take
10 judicial hearing being held in compliance with the 11 over a high school in Philadelphia, came back the following
(il charter School law and the local agency law, so I would 12 year. | believe that was '07. | was the Director of
12 ask that if you have cell phones, either turn them off or 13 Elementary for four and a half years. And then for the
13 turn them to silence, and please refrain from any type of 14 last half of the year | was the Director of Elementary and
14 discussions while we're in the midst of the hearing. N
15 Consistent with what was previously 15 Director of Secondary.
16 discussed at our last hearing session, at this point in 16 Q. When you say Director of Elementary and
17 time the School District Administration will commence 17 Director of Secondary, are you talking about for the
18 presentation of their evidence with regards to the 18 Reading School District?
19 amendment issue that we previously already had some 19 A. Correct.
20 information introduced into the record, as well as to the 20 Q . And then you assumed your pOS"iOI’\ as the
i proposed revocation of the charter. 21 High School Principal in what year?
22 so unless there's any other procedural
23 issues at this time, I'11 turn it over to Ms. Petersen to 22 A. I believe it was the '11/12 school year.
24 start. 23 Q. Do you hold any certifications in
25 MS. PETERSEN: I have none. 24 Pennsylvania?
= 25 A. Yes. | have my Elementary Cetification, K
429
1 HEARING OFFICER: Mr. Stacey, do you have 1 to 6. | also have my Principal Cerlification, K to 12.
2 anything? 2 And| also have my Superintendent Letter of Eligibility.
3 MR, STACEY: None. 3 Q. And when did you obtain that?
4 HEARING OFFICER: Then you may proceed, 4 A. Letter of Eligibility was in 2007 from $t.
5 Ms. Petersen. 5 Joe's. The Principal Cert. was 2003 from Alvernia College.
6 MS. PETERSEN: The School District will 6 And my Elementary Cert. was from Alvernia College, also, in
7 caller Eic Turman. 7 '97.
8 ERIC TURMAN 8 Q. And you may have just mentioned it in what
9 was called as a withess and, having been first duly sworn 9 you said, but can you just make it clear what your
10 by the Reporter-Notary Public, was examined and festified | 10  educational background is?
11 as follows: 11 A. Elementary education, | was an elementary
12 BY MS. PETERSEN: 12 teacher for probably about six years, then transitioning to
13 Q. Good morning, Mr. Turman. 13 amiddle school. So for the most part, I've been at every
14 A. Good morning. 14 single level.
15 Q. Can you state your name for the record, 15 Q. But in terms of your degrees?
16 please? 16 A. Okay, 'm sorry.
17 A. Eric Turman, T-U-R-M-A-N. 17 Q. Let me clarity.
18 Q. By whom are you employed? 18 A. 1 hold a Master's of Urban Education, and |
19 A. The Reading School District. 19 received thatin, | believe it was, 2003, and also a
20 Q. In what position? 20 Bachelor's of Arts. | received that in '97.
21 A. The High School Principal. 21 Q. Thank you. Can you describe to the Hearing
22 Q. For how long have you held the position of 22 Officer and the Board, who will be reviewing the record,
23 High School Principal? 23 what your responsibilities are as the Principal of the
24 A. This is my fifth year with Reading Senior 24 Reading Senior High School?
25 High School. 25 A. There are roughly 3500 students, anywhere
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1 between 3 and 3500 students throughout the course of the 1 in front of them, that all goes through me. As | said
2 vyear. Staff member-wise | oversee approximately 3 to 400 2 eatlier, that is my No. 1 priority at that high school.
3 staff members. So if you combine all that together, it's 3 Q. As part of that responsibility, do you have
4 roughly, you know, a little bit less than 4,000 individuals 4 any role in reviewing academic data?
5 who | work with at Reading Senior High School. 5 A. Yes. You know, the moment SPP is released,
6 My No. 1 responsibility at the high school 6 I'm on the website, pretty tough to see specifically where
7 is an instructional leader. That has been since day one, 7 we'e at, and then, also, in comparison where we're at in
8 since | stepped foot at the high school in terms of looking 8 comparison to the county schools.
9 and managing all the instructional programs and all of the 9 So the SPP profile is definitely one
10 resources that are available for students and, also, for 10 component. The second is Keystone because you'll receive
11 staff as well. So being an instructional leader is my 11 your Keystone data at a minimum twice per year. You
12 No. 1 priority at Reading Senior High School. 12 receive after your winter Keystone in March, and then
13 Q. In that role, do you interact with students? 13 you'llreceive the next wave in June. And as soon as it's
14 A. Yes. That's a daily occurrence, 14  out, my Team are on it right away to see how well the kids
15 interacting with the kids at the high school. You know, 15 did and how well they faired, who made it, who didn't make
16 relationships with urban students are critical. 16 it, and what plans we need to put in place to move them
17 Relationships with any students are critical, but, really, 17 forward.
18 with urban kids, you know, sometimes we call it the peeling 18 We have some other ancillary which support
19 of the onion, and you have to start to peel the onion to 19 those two. We have SRI. Those are students who are in our
20 get down what are some of the issues and causes of why they | 20 Read 180 program.
21  won't want to partner with you in order to get an 21 Q. What's SRI?
22 education. 22 A. Scholastic Reading Inventory. And
23 So the interacting with students, it's a 23 basically that just gives you a lexile level on a student.
24 daily occurrence for me. | need them to feel they can come 24  If a student's at a certain lexile fevel below a 11 or
25 to me and talk to me about situations. My door is always 25 1200, that student is not reading at grade level. Soa
431 433
1 open. 1 good portion of our students at the high school goto a
2 I have kids who walk in there and, you 2 Read 180 classroom, trying to get those students
3 know, if I'm in a meeting, nine times out of ten | will 3 academically up to grade level in reading. So SRlis
4 stop what I'm doing to talk to a kid and find out what's 4 another data point.
5 going on. Because, you know, the last thing | want is not 5 Study Island is a data point that we use as
6 to be there for that day and then that student leaves that 6 well. With Study Island we just started that this year
7 building and a situation occurs where | didn't make time 7 where -- for Algebra, Literature, and then also Biology
8 out of my schedule to figure out how | could support them. 8 where we're going to administer the assessment a minimum of
9 Q. In terms of the academic programs at the 9 three times per year, basically giving our classroom
10 high school, what responsibilities do you have with respect 10 teachers some kind -- a data set on a kid {o see where he's
11 to the academic programming? 11 at in terms of progressing in terms of the benchmark, which
12 A. Once again, that goes back to me being an 12 is when they take the Keystone exam. Probably for 10th
13 instructional leader. That's my No. 1 priority. Any type 13 grade it will be in May.
14 of academic program or anything we're going to do 14 Q. What grade levels are served by Reading
15 instructionally, ail of those pieces go through me. it 15  Senior High School?
16 starts and ends with me. 16 A. Grades 10 through 12.
17 And what | mean by that is, if 'm going to 17 Q. Within that grade span, what Statewide
18 be held accountable for what happens at the high school, 18 assessments are administered?
19 which | take full accountability for, I'm going to make 19 A. Keystone exams.
20 sure that the programs we bring there are something that | 20 Q. Only; correct?
21 caninvest in and moving forward, how do you support all of 21 A. Only.
22 the adults so that they can support kids. 22 Q. What are the Keystone exams?
23 So anything in terms of -- | don't want get 23 A. Keystone exams were -- the inception was --
24 too much into it right now, but anything in terms of 24 |believe is was 2012 -- were supposed to be a end of
25 instructional practice and what teachers do when kids are 25 course assessment.
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1 So they started off with like ten and 1 by the end of their 11th grade school year.
2 then sort of whittled that down to three. So you have 2 Q. You had previously referenced in your
3 Algebra 1, you have Literature, and then you also have 3 testimony something called the SPP system. | can't
4 Biology. So a Keystone exam s -- was structured 1o be a 4 remember if you used the whole words and not just the
5 end of course assessment to see how well the student 5 acronym, but what is SPP?
6 faired at the end of getting their instruction and 6 A, The School Performance Profile. The
7 getting their curriculum for a year. 7 Pennsylvania Depariment of Education went away from the
8 Q. And at what point during the school year 8 straight AYP and stating, | believe it started back in
9 does astudent take the Keystone exam? 9 2001, 2002, where you were going to get to a point and in
10 A. Depends on the grade level and dependson | 10 10, 11 years every kid was going to be proficient.
11 if the student is in the course. So I'll give you an 11 So once, obviously, that didn't come to
12 example. We have students now who are in Biology in 10th | 12 fruition, they went to a different system, which was the
13 grade. Those students, when they are done with the course | 13  School Performance Profile. School Performance Profile is
14 Biology, will take the Keystone exam because the course 14 broken up to about five sections.
15 Biology triggers the exam. 15 It gives you an opportunity to gain points
16 We have to designate a grade level forwhen | 16 based on the performance of kids for the assessment. It
17 students are willing to take the Keystone exam in 17 gives you the opportunity to gain points based on how kids
18 Literature. We designated Grade 10. So at the end of 18 do from a growth standpoint. it gives you an opportunity
19 Grade 10 when students finish the curriculum for that 19 to gain points whether or not how well you're moving kids
20 course for that year, it will irigger them taking the 20 in the historically underperforming or those who are
21 Keystone exam at the end of the year in May. 21 academically challenged, also, as well.
22 Algebra 1 depends on when the kid takes the | 22 And it also gives you a chance for
23 course. Inour District you can take Algebra 1 in 8th 23 graduation attendance extra credit to redlly give you a
24 grade, 9th grade, some in 10th. So when they are done with | 24  better snapshot of a schootl in terms of all of your
25 either Algebra 1 or Algebra 1 Mod B, that will trigger a 25 programs you have in place and how students are being
435 437
1 student taking the Keystone exam. 1 prepared moving forward.
2 Q. Are you familiar with Chapter 4? 2 Q. Is there another part of the SPP system that
3 A, Correct. Yes. 3 relates to Federal measures?
4 Q. What is Chapter 4? 4 A. Yes. You're going to end up getting, also,
5 A. Just basically Chapter 4 is saying in terms 5 aState report card. And you're also going to see a
6 of what the expectations are for what -- the Keystone exam 6 designation when you look at your SPP profile on the
7 is part of the Chapter 4 in ferms of that a student must 7 left-hand side. You know, the District receives X number
8 make at least one attempt at the Keystone exam, and it's 8 of dollars in Title 1. The high school receives X amount
9 also a completion -- it's supposed to be a completion 9 of dollars in Title 1. Because of that, there are certain
10 assessment, but a student has to make at least one attempt | 10  Federal standards that we're held accountable for.
11 at the assessment before they get to their Senior year. 11 And there is designations in terms of it
12 Q. So does it matter when the child has taken 12 being a priority school, focus school, some schools no
13 the course? 13 designation, or a reward school.
14 A. No. No, as long as it is by the end of his 14 Q. Is that called the Federal designation?
15 or her 11th grade year that they've taken the course to 15 A. Correct.
16 trigger taking the exam. 16 Q. Does the Department of Education,
17 Q. Does a public school have an option of 17 Pennsylvania Department of Education, publish information
18 having a child or having a student take the Keystone exam? | 18 on its website about the SPP system?
19 A. No. 19 A. Yes.
20 Q. Why do you say that? 20 Q. And have you reviewed that information?
21 A. Because every public school needs to follow 21 A. Yes.
22 specifically what PDE is stating in terms of Chapter 4. So 22 Q. I'm going to have you turn to the Joint
23 everyone must administer the Keystone exam for every 23  Exhibit book to Exhibit 11. Can you identify the
24 student. Once again, once they're in a course, at the end 24 information that's contained in Joint Exhibit 11?
25 of the course -- or at least they need to make one attempt 25 A. It's a glossary of terms, and this
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1 basically will detail every single item that's on your SPP 1 Q. -- than Reading School District; correct?
2 profile. So any school district can -- or any LEA can look 2 A. Correct.
3 atit and see what's the glossary of terms and, basically, 3 Q. So if a child is living in Antletam, takes
4  what are all the expectations for each area or each 4 the Keystone in 10th grade at Antietam, but then moves to
5 component of the SPP profile. 5 Reading School District for 11th grade, let's say, which
6 Q. The document that's in Exhibit 11, who 6 school district has the child's Keystone score recorded?
7 prepared this document? 7 A. Reading School District because it's his
8 A. Pennsylvania Department of Education. 8 11th grade year when you do your PIMS snapshot it's going
9 Q. From what source was this obtained? 9 to capture that student. And whether or not that student
10 A. When you say what source was it obtained -- 10 passed or failed, you're going to get his score one way or
11 Q. Was it obtained from the Department? 11 the other.
12 A. Correct. Correct. 12 HEARING OFFICER: If | can just foliow up
13 Q. I'm sonry. | didnt mean to confuse you. | 13 on that just so | understand this. So using your
14 apologize. Is this document current, as far as you are 14  example, sir, if a student takes a Keystone in 10th grade
15 aware? 15 ot Reading High School and then transfers for 11th grade
16 A. Correct. 16 -- takes the Keystone in 10th grade, passes, fransfers to
17 Q. Are you familiar with 1-LEAD Charter School? 17  Antietam in 11th grade, it's your testimony that that
18 A. Yes. 18 Keystone is banked for which school?
19 Q. What grades does I-LEAD Charter School 19 THE WITNESS: For Antietam.
20 serve? 20 HEARING OFFICER: Thank you.
21 A. | believe it serves Grades 9 through 12. 21 BY MS. PETERSEN:
22 Q. And are you aware of what grade or grades 22 Q. What happens if a child -- | should say a
23 the Charter School is testing students on the State 23 student. They're technically not children anymore. What
24 assessment? 24 happens if a student fails the Keystone exam?
25 A. | believe they're testing students anywhere 25 A. $o let's say he fails his 10th grade
439 441
1 between Grades 9 and 11. 1 literature Keystone exam. We will have that information by
2 Q. And on what State assessments would they be 2 June. We take all students who fail the Keystone exam --
3 administering? 3 I'musing Literature as an example -- in their 11th grade
4 A. It should be Biology, Algebra 1 and 4 who they're taking 11th grade Literature, making the
5 literature. 5 assumption they failed the Keystone, passed the course. So
6 Q. So on the Keystone exams? 6 now I pass the course, I'm in 11th grade. We designate
7 A. Comrect. Correct. 7 those kids as a K student.
8 Q. To your knowledge, are they administering 8 So now that teacher knows Eric Turman did
9 any PSSA's? 9 not pass his Keystone exam in 10th grade, needs remediation
10 A. No. 10 in 11th grade, so he can then retest in Janvary. You get
11 Q. If a student takes a Keystone exam before 11 your scores back in March. Eric Turman did not pass it
12  their 11th grade year, so their Junior year, what happens 12 again, remediate for 45 more days before he would take it
13 to their score? 13 inthe spring in May.
14 Al A couple of things happen. If a student 14 Q. Is there any limit to the number of times a
15 takes a Keystone exam -- take an example, 1 take the 15 student can take the Keystone exams?
16 Keystone Literature exam in 10th grade and | pass. My 16 A. Absolutely not. A student can take it
17 score is banked for my 11th grade year for whatever high 17 multiple times. You even have summer windows where a
18 school | attend. So | could take the score in 10th grade, 18 student can take the exam. During my 11th grade year |
19 pass, and then transfer o Antietam, and then the score 19 could take it in the winter wave. | could come back and
20 goes to Antietam. 20 take it in the spring. | get data on the student in June,
21 So it is banked for whatever school that 21 and you could come back and do some remediation over the
22 student is in their 11th grade school year. 22  summer.
23 Q. | just want to make sure the record is 23 It's a shorter window, but they actually do
24 clear. Antietam is a different school district -- 24 have a summer wave where our students can take the
25 A. Correct. 25 assessment.
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1 Q. What happens if a student, despite taking 1 the teacher will sit down with the student. They will go
2 the Keystone mulliple times, failed the Keystone exam each 2 over how he or she performed in Mod A, how they performed
3 time, what happens then in their Senior year? 3 in Mod B, and then there's going to be a scripted plan over
4 A. They were to do project based assessments, 4  either three months or 45 days in terms of what that
5 and that was with the Class of 2017. 5 teacher's going to work on with that student to fill the
6 Q. And that would be in lieu of a graduation 6 deficiencies.
7 requirement? 7 Q. And you mentioned Mod A and Mod B. Canyou
8 A. Correct. 8 just explain that?
9 Q. What is Reading Senior High School's 9 A. For each of all three Keystone exams
10 practice in terms of students retaking the Keystone exam if 10 there's two modules. You have a Mod A, which has its
11 they don't pass? 11 eligible content. You have a Mod B, which has eligible
12 A. We have students take it multiple times. 12 content. In order to get an overall score, you need a
13 Out of all the data sets we've looked at, the Keystone exam 13 1500. So you can get a 1510 on Mod A and a 1490 on Mod B
14  and getting results back from the Keystone are probably the 14 and still pass. So you can do better on one Mod than the
15 best data you can get in terms of seeing where students are 15 other and still get a passing score.
16 ot and what their deficiencies are. 16 But it's broken down into two modules in
17 And then we create remediation plans for 17 terms of what eligible content they're expecting a kid to
18 kids as soon as we get their data back. So I'll take a 18 have mastered in A compared to the expectation -- the
19 Team out to the IU. We've done this for the past four 19 eligible content that a kid's expected to have mastered in
20 vyears, where once we get their data in June, that following 20 B.
21 year, once sort of the dust has settled in terms of who was 21 Q. Does the high school have every student who
22 atthe high school, we will take a week. We will go to the 22 f{dgiled the Keystone retake the test if they're not a
23 IU. We will look at every single piece of data from 23 Senior?
24 Keystone, and we will develop a three-month plan. That 24 A. Absolutely. The only exception will be it
25 plan will go from September all the way up to January till 25 we have a student with an IEP, and there's a Team decision
443 445
1 the day of the assessment. 1 that one atempt was enough for the student because,
2 | have teachers who they will go through a 2 technicadlly, you only have to make one attempt.
3 power struggle on who's going to take the assessment first 3 Now, that is very rare, but the only way we
4 becavuse they want the other four days to remediate. Once 4 would exclude a student is through the IEP process there's
5 that assessment is taken, then in two months you get your 5 aTeam decision that we would not retest the student
6 data backin terms of how well the kids performed. 6 because at that point in ime maybe his score was so low or
7 Once again, we go out to the 1U for about a 7 -- and not wanting to put the student back through the
8 week. We call these our data retreats. We will sit down. 8 assessment again.
9 We will look at all the data points. We will figure out 9 Q. To the best of your knowledge, how often
10 what the deficiencies are, and we will develop what we call 10 does ihat happen where a siudent through the IEP Team
11 a40-day plan. And that 40-day plan will start from March 11 process is determined not to retake the test?
12  up until the assessment in May. 12 A. It's less than five.
13 Q. When you say the data, what data is the high 13 Q. Per year?
14 school actually receiving on students after they take the 14 A. Per year, yes.
15 Keystone? 15 Q. If the high school is having every student,
16 A. You get -- for the modules, you will get 16 other than the few IEP students that you just referenced,
17 something called a best score, so especially if a kid has 17 retake the test at every testing period, does that help or
18 taken the assessment multiple times. You're going to get 18 hurt the high school's test scores?
19 something on the best score. So a student may perform 19 A. Both. You know, it helps in terms of the
20 better on Mod A than Mod B. So you sort of now have data 20 top part of the SPP profile with getting more students to
21 to see, well, some of these deficiencies for the student 21 proficiency. It can be a negative part in terms of those
22 are in Mod B more so than Mod A. 22 kids constantly being dumped into PVAAS for you as well.
23 So you sort of really have a guided plan in 23 So it can help and hurt, but we don't look
24 for the student where we sit down and we create an 24 atit as specifically in terms of creating a system where
25 individualized plan for every kid where we will sit down -- 25 we are going to exclude kids. If PDE says here are the

444

446

7 of 102 sheets

Page 443 to 446 of 678




448

1 expecitations for any student in the Commonwealth and this 1 talks about all the courses we offer at the high school,
2 is what we expect, then we are going to do what we need to 2 the graduation requirement, number of credits, GPA, and
3 doin our power to make sure we get those kids to where the 3 if's something that's approved by the Board of Directors
4 State expectations are for every high school. 4  annuadlly.
5 Q. If a student retakes the test and continves 5 Q. Board of Directors of the School District?
6 to fail, does that count against the high school? 6 A. Correct.
7 A. Once again, it can have a negative effect 7 Q. If you could turn to School District -- we
8 inyour PVAAS data depending on how the student performs. 8 have a binder -- Exhibit 4, please, and can you identify
9 Q. What does that mean? 9 this document?
10 A. Let's say, for example, you have a student 10 A. This is the 2012/2013 Course of Studies
11 who was projected to be at a certain level and here now 11  Book.
12 every time that kid takes the assessment, he's not making 12 Q. And was this approved by the Board of School
13 enough growth in terms of what his projected score is, it 13 Directors?
14 can have an effect in terms of his score keep going, you 14 A. That's correct.
15 know, two or three times over the course of two years going 15 Q. To what school or schools does this document
16 back into your PVAAS data. 16 apply to?
17 Q. In the Reading School District, how many 17 A. This applies to Reading Intermediate High
18 schools offer 11th grade? 18 School and also Reading Senior High School.
19 A. One. 19 Q. Why does it apply to both?
20 Q. Which is? 20 A. Because 9th graders are educated at the
21 A. Reading Senior High School. 21 Intermediate High School. Then 10th through 12 at the
22 Q. Does the high school have a policy or 22  Senior High School.
23 practice about social promotion? 23 Q. So part of the credit components come from
24 A. We don't socially promote at all. You have 24 the Intermediate School?
25 {o have a certain number of credits to be promoted to the 25 A. Correct. Your Course of Studies Book is a
447 449
1 next grade level. 1 9through 12 program. The only reason here, obviously, is
2 Q. What does that mean in terms of credits? 2 that 9th grade is taught in a different building.
3 A. If a student doesn't have X amount of 3 Q. Can you just generally describe what's
4 credits, that student is then not promoted to the next 4 contained within this document?
5 grade. So, for example, in a course of studies book in 5 A. Sure.
6 order for a student to be a Sophomore, the student has to 6 MR. STACEY: I'm going to object on the
7 have five credits or more. In order for a student fo be a 7 basis of relevancy. [ thought these hearings were about
8 Junior, the student has to have 11 credits or more. Andin 8 the I-LEAD Charter School, not Reading High Schod. And
9 terms of a student being a Senior, a student has to have 9 it's unclear why a Course of Studies for Reading High
10 17 10  Schod has any relevancy or basis in this proceeding.
A1 If that student does not meet any of that 11 HEARING OFFICER: Respond.
12 criteria, a student is not promoted to the next grade 12 MS. PETERSEN: Absolutely. In the
13  level. 13 Statement of Charges on the revocation piece, there is
14 Q. Could the student fail a course but still 14 data and academic performance from a comparison
15 obtain a sufficient number of credits to matriculate to the 15 perspective beiween the -LEAD Charter School and Reading
16 next grade level? 16  Senior High School. So thaf's one of the reasons.
17 A. Yes. Students at the Reading Intermediate 17 The Course of Studies Book establishes
18 High School fypically take probably seven credits. So they 18 when students take the Keystone exams. You've heard a
19 could fail one to two courses and then still be a 10th 19 little bit, you're going to hear more about that, as well
20 grade student the following school year. 20 as various graduation requirements which also factor into
21 Q. Now, you had mentioned, | believe, what's 21 specific data in the various components that we're
22 called a course of studies book. 22 reviewing.
23 A. Correct. 23 In addition, in the Charter School's own
24 Q. What is that? 24  exhibits for this proceedng, or both of these amendment
25 A. That's our program of studies where it 25 and revocation proceedings, there was information
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1 regarding sccial promoftion as well as grade achievement 1 and an F2. An F1 states that the student has mastered a
2 of students. And o it is certainly relevant to 2 good portion of the two, not enough to pass. We allow that
3 infomation that they were conveying in what they've 3 type of student to be able to take the course over the
4 dlready presented and what lanticipate they wil 4 summer in our course recovery program.
5 present. 5 Q. What is course recovery?
6 HEARING OFFICER: 'm going to allow this 6 A. We have something called credit recovery at
7 testimony at this fime. Imean, | know there's been some 7 the high school. We do that through our 21st Century
8 testimony earlier about data, and Isuspect there's going 8 program for students who have failed courses to try and
9 to be more from both sides. So I'd rather have it in so 9 catch students up, and they can do that after school.
10 we get the fuller picture. Andthen what weight, if 10 You also have your summer program where if
11 relevance, it has at the end of the proceeding when you 11 astudent fails a course, they can come in for about six,
12 guys are briefing this and when |look over everything, 12 seven weeks over the summer and retake the course at the
13 that's when (Il fake that info consideration. So [l 13 high school.
14 daliow the testimony. 14 Q. If a student fails a core subject, must they
15 MS. PETERSEN: Thonk you. 15 retake that course?
16 BY MS. PETERSEN: 16 A. Absolutely.
17 Q. You had mentioned that School District 17 Q. And what are the means with which they can
18 Exhibit 6 was for the '12/13 school year. What does that 18 do that?
19 mean? 19 A. They can do the course on credit recovery
20 A. This is the Course of Studies Book, and 20 or they can retake it the following school year. So ifi
21 these are the guidelines as approved by the Board of 21 fail 10th grade Literature, but let's say | didn't fail any
22 Directors for that current school year. 22 other classes, you can retake 10th grade Literature your
23 Q. | think | had actually asked you a question 23 Junior year. You just have to take the course over again.
24 before the objection. What is generally contained within 24 So there are options in terms of how they can retake a
25 this document? 25 course.
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1 A. You're going to have a listing of every 1 Q. If a student fails to earn five credits in
2 course that's offered Grades 9 through 12. You're also 2 9th grade under the graduation requirements, then what
3 going to have in here guidelines, and you also have in 3 happens?
4 terms of GPA and weighting of classes, grading scale, anda | 4 A. What we have done with the students who are
5 lot of the expectations for a high school student will be 5 coming to us from the Citadel, and we're calling them under
6 included in here. 6 credited students, is we take those students, we call them
7 So it'll speak to what's an A, what's a B. 7 --they're our 9R group.
8 It will speak to if a student fails a course, what's the 8 The reason we started doing that, probably
9 process. So, basically, you are putting everything about a 9 two or three years ago, is fo -- we needed to make sure we
10  high school student in your Course of Studies Book. 10 have a very, very concrete, consistent focus on these
11 Q. Can you point out within this document where | 11 students to make sure we get them back to grade ievel by
12 graduation requirements are set forth? 12 11th grade. So you can have a student who comes in with
13 A. Yes. Graduation requirements on Page 4. 13 three credits. You know, if he or she passes all of these
14 Q. How many credits must a student obtain in 14 courses that year and makes up one credit, the student then
15 order to graduate from Reading School District? 15 can basically go from a 9R back to being on point fo
16 A. 23. 16 graduate in four years.
17 Q. And does the document indicate what is a 17 So we take those kids, we remediate them,
18 passing grade or what different grades indicate? 18 we put them -- we actudlly isolate them. We put them
19 A. Yes, if you turn to Page 6. 19 actually on our fourth floor. And we call it our Success
20 Q. What is a passing grade in the Reading 20 Academy. So we take this group of students, we isolate
21 Schooil District? 21 them to make sure we get them back on track by their 11th
22 A. A D minus or a 60 and above and higher. 22 grade school year.
23 Q. What happens if a student recelves a grade 23 Q. What happens if a student does not earn
24  that's lower than that? 24 sufficlent credits in the R program?
25 A. You have two designations. You have an F1 25 A. They would then that next year turn into
452 454
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1 something we call the 10R. So they're going to continve to 1 following school year for them to approve.
2 be arepeater student who hasn't earned enough credits fo 2 MR. STACEY: I'm going torenew our
3 be at their correct grade level. 3 objection on the course of studies. | think there's
4 Q. How many grade levels is there in R program? 4 probably a couple more. I'll just make it a standing
5 A. You have your 9R. That's your first group 5 objection.
6 that are coming in from the Intermediate High School. Then 6 HEARING OFFICER: Understood. The
7 you have your 10R group. The only other group we do an R 7 document, | think, somewhat speaks for itself, so if we
8 foris we call them 12R's. 8 can just sort of --
9 And the only reason we do that for this 9 MS. PETERSEN: Sure.
10 group of students is these are students who this is their 10 BY MS. PETERSEN:
11 fourth year in high school. They are ciitical in terms of 11 Q. Mr. Turman, in terms of the specific subject
12 getting them out of high school in four years and not 12 matters that are referenced in the Course of Studies Book,
13 having to bring them back for a fifth. 13 forthose areas that are Keystone tested areas, do the
14 So if they have between 12 and 14 credits, 14 Course of Studies Book indicate when the Keystone exam
15 we're just calling them a 12R. You known, we have roughly 15 would be administered?
16 70, 80 kids in that boat. Fourth year in high school, and 16 A. Correct.
17 you're looking at these kids to be an August graduation. 17 Q. In terms of the number of students who have
18 And that's really how we sell it to them, sell it to their 18 taken the Keystone exams prior to arriving at the high
19 families, that you really need to make sure you're on point 19 school, can you give us an estimate of how many students,
20 inyour school year, because if you earn enough credits by 20 for example, arrive having taken the Algebra 1 Keystone
21 the end of June and then with some summer School, you could | 21 before coming into 10th grade?
22 potentially graduate in August. 22 A. In 8th grade you have roughly maybe 200,
23 So it's really a way of identifying who 23 250 kids who will take the Keystone in 8th grade. And then
24 these kids are so that we know who they are, where they 24 9th grade you'll have maybe another four or five hundred
25 are, what their schedules are, so that if we need to 25 that will take it in 9th grade. So you could be talking,
455 457
1 provide any intensive, more remediation or resources, we 1 you know, between 70, 80 percent that have taken the
2 sort of had them clumped in a group. 2 Algebra 1 Keystone before they come to the high school.
3 Q. Could you turn to School District Exhibit 5, 3 We have -- Algebra is also separated into
4 please. 4 two different courses. You have an Algebra 1 Mod A and Mod
5 A. (Witness complies.) 5 B. The Mod A is part of the Citadel. The Mod B is part of
6 Q. Can you identify this document? 6 the high school in 10th grade. The student will take the
7 A. This is the 2013/2014 Course of Studies 7 Keystone exam in Algebra 1 after the completion of Mod B,
8 Book. 8 which is not something just on our end, but that's from a
9 Q. And was this document approved by the Board? | 9 PDE standpoint is you must take it at the completion of the
10 A. Yes. 10 course.
11 Q. in terms of the differences between the 1 So even if | wanted to test kids after Mod
12 different Course of Studies Book -- and I'll have you 12 A, it would not be allowable. You have to take the full
13 identify for the record the other ones up to date in a few 13 course before a student can take the assessment.
14  minutes -- but what is the difference between all of them? 14 Q. In terms of the -- 1 think you said about
15 A. We will bring certain changes to the Board 15 650 kids coming out of the Citadel who have taken the
16 each year and say, here are courses we either want to add, 16 Keystone, on average, how many of those students have
17 here are courses we want to delete, and they're minor. 17 passed the Keystone?
18 You know, we've done a lot of revamping of 18 A. It has been very low. It's probably been
19 courses at the high school. We had a lot of duplication of 19 to the point of between 10 and 15 percent have passed
20 courses where -- and a lot of low enroliment in courses. 20 coming out of the Reading Intermediate High School.
21 Soyou do a lot of deletions, additions of courses, and you 21 Q. Then they retake it as high school students?
22 may change, which we did for the '15/16 school year, maybe 22 A. Correct.
23 look at the grading scale or the GPA. 23 Q. What then happens to those students in terms
24 So there are just certain components that 24 of placement in instruction relative to the Keystone?
25 you bring to the Board to say, here are the changes for the 25 A. We designate kids who have not taken the
456 458
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1 exam in either a K class or we actually created something 1 Q. Can you just identify this document for the
2 called a standards class. The K class will teli a 2 record, please?
3 classroom teacher is | have 25 students who are in Algebra 3 A. 2014/2015 Course of Studies Book.
4 2, but they did not pass the Algebra 1 Keystone. So | have 4 Q. Has this document been approved by the
5 to do two things. | have to teach the Aigebra 2 course, 5 Reading School Board?
6 plus I'm going to have to flip through and I'm going to 6 A. That's correct.
7 have to remediate throughout the course of the year the 7 Q. And can you turn to School District
8 Algebra 1 material. That's one end. 8 Exhibit 3. Actually, I'm talking Exhibit 2 first.
9 The other end is we created a standards 9 A. {Witness complies.)
10 course. This is a stand-alone course. Now you have kids 10 Okay.
11 who are in the standards course where their only focus is 11 Q. Can you identify this document?
12 getting remediation for the Keystone exam. 12 A. 2015/2016 Course of Studies Book.
13 The unfortunate part about the standards 13 Q. And does this apply to particular graduating
14 course is when it comes to the NCAA, they do not recognize 14 classes?
15 those courses. They recognize them more as remediation, 15 A. Yes. This book here is the Class of '16
16  which is why it's critical then to make sure -- it's almost 16 and'18 -- Class of '16 to '18 because the weighting scale
17 like a double period of Math. 17 was changed for the Class of 2019, so we had to sort of
18 So | could be a student in a standards 18 separate and have two different books.
19 course, I'm taking Geometry, which does count for NCAA, but | 19 Q. And was this document Board approved?
20 I'malso in an Algebra standards course to help me with my 20 A. Yes.
21 deficiencies so | can pass my Keystone exam. 21 Q. Now, if you could turn to School District 3
22 Q. Were you present last week when Dr. Bohan 22 and identify this document.
23 testified? 23 A, The "15/16 Course of Studies Book for the
24 A. Yes. 24 graduating Class of 2019.
25 Q. Do you recall him testifying about the 25 Q. And this applies only to that particular
459 461
1 Charter School's procedure that they put in place starting 1 graduating class?
2 in December of 2014 regarding who would or wouldn't take 2 A. Correct.
3 the Keystone exam? 3 Q. Was this document Board approved?
4 A. Yes. 4 A. Yes.
5 Q. What was your reaction to that testimony? 5 Q. In terms of -- before we get into the actual
6 A. A little stunned. | don't know -- it was 6 data, just some background information. How many students
7 confusing in terms of why you would be selecting students 7 are enrolled at Reading Senior High School?
8 interms of when they would take the exam and selecting 8 A. Anywhere between 3 and 3500 throughout the
9 students to take the exam. 9 course of the year. That number definitely fluctuates.
10 As 1 stated eatlier, every student must 10 Q. When you say three, do you mean 3,000?
11 make one attempt by the end of 11th grade, but the other 11 A. 3,000, yes.
12 part to that is the Keystone exam is probably the best data 12 Q. What does a typical year look like in terms
13 setyou can get on a student. So once | get that data 13  of the number of students in and out of the high school?
14 back, at least | now have some concrete evidence or 14 A. The average is probably about 2,000 in and
15 concrete data in terms of what a student’s deficiencies 15  out, 2,000 transferring in or 2,000 transferring out. That
16 are. 16 does include students that are dropped because of
17 Within Mod A, what's the eligible content 17 non-attendance.
18 that the student doesn't understand, so | can now sit and 18 Q. Can you describe to us from where students
19 really craft a plan in terms of how to really remediate the 19 are transferring in and out of?
20 student to what he or she needs in order to get a passing 20 A. Other school districts, Dominican Republic,
21 score. 21 New York, New Jersey, Charter Schools, Cyber Charter. Once
22 Q. Covuld you turn to School District Exhibit 4, 22 kids come in, we enroll them. So it's the gamut. it's all
23 please. 23 overthe map in terms of where students are coming in from.
24 A, Is this the right one (indicating)? Yeah. 24 Q. You mentioned the Dominican Republic. Are
25 (Witness complies.) 25 students coming in from outside the United States?
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1 A. Yes. 1 not being anywhere close near grade level looking at
2 Q. On average, how many each year? 2 certain data points. So that has been cause for alarm.
3 A. Probably anywhere between -- roughly 3 Q. Approximately how many of the student body
4 between 1 and 200 students per year. 4 is coming to the high school deficient in credits? | think
5 Q. And where are they coming from? 5 those are the R students you referenced.
6 A. Dominical Republic, Puerto Rico. Those are 6 A. Correct. About 20 percent.
7 probably our two biggest places where students are coming 7 Q. So 20 percent of the students coming out of
8 from. 8 9th grade are coming deficient in credits?
9 Q. On average, how many students in the high 9 A. Correct.
10 school remain in the building for the entire school year? 10 Q. Has that been the case for the entire time
11 A. Roughly between 60 and 70 percent. 11 thatyou've been the Principal at the high school?
12 Q. And that's pretty typical each year? 12 A. Yes.
13 A. Yes. 13 Q. How many students are coming into the high
14 Q. What is the average English language 14 school after failing courses in 9th grade at the Citadel?
15 learners population at the high school? 15 A. Probably between 150 and 225 students has
16 A It's between 15 and 20 percent. 16 been the average.
17 Q. And fluctuates between those numbers? 17 Q. Are students coming into Reading Senior High
18 A Correct. 18 School reading grade levels below their peers?
19 Q. What is the average special education 19 A. Yes.
20 population at the high school? 20 Q. Or grade levels below what the State has set
21 A. Anywhere between 20 and 25 percent. 21 as grade level?
22 Q. In terms of the grade distribution at the 22 A. Yes.
23  high school, can you give us sort of an average number of 23 Q. Can you approximate how many students come
24 students in each grade? 24  into the high school not reading on grade level each year?
25 A. 10th grade is your largest one of the 25 A. If I'm going to look at two pieces of data
463 465
1 three. That's roughly about 1300. 11th grade it's 1 to try and make some assumptions, if | look at their PSSA
2 anywhere between eight and 900. And then your Senior year, 2 8th grade Literature data and if 1 look at some of their
3 probably ballpark is anywhere between 900 to a thousand. 3 SRl data -- but that's only for students who are in the
4 Q. Do you know how many students are in 8th 4 Read 180 program -- i's probably -- it's well over
5 grade at the Citadel? 5 80 percent.
6 A. Ballpark would be anywhere between a 6 Q. Can you approximate how many students have
7 thousand and 1100. 7 come info the high school behind in Math?
8 Q. And what about 9th grade at the Citadel? 8 A. Probably between 80 and 90 percent. Once
9 A. I'm gonna say it's probably about the 9 again, the data point | would strictly go to is their 8th
10 same -- probably a little bit less. Probably between 900 10 grade PSSA and also their Algebra 1.
11 and athousand. 11 Q. Are you familiar with students who have
12 Q. Each year, on average, how many students are 12 attended the I-LEAD Charter School from Reading Senior High
13 coming to the high school from the Citadel from 9th grade? 13 School?
14 A. Roughly a thousand. 14 A. Yes.
15 Q. In terms of the 9th graders that are coming 15 Q. Based on your knowledge of those students,
16 to the high school, would you say they are all academically 16 do you believe that the Charter School is educating a
17 sound students? 17 higher percentage of students who have either dropped out
18 A. No, not even close. 18 orwho have other risk factors?
19 Q. What do you mean by that? 19 A. No.
20 A. When you're looking at their PSSA data for 20 Q. Why do you say that?
21 those students coming out of 8th grade, and you're looking 21 A. You have about probably between 75 and a
22 at those students who are taking the Algebra 1 Keystone 22 hundred students who just go back and forth between the
23 exam, their scores have been very low the past couple of 23 Charter School and the high school. So you have kids who
24 years that I've been at the Senior High School to a point 24 are at the Charter School, leave the Charter School, come
25 where coming in you're looking at potentially 80 percent 25 to the high school. And then you have the fiip side, kids
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1 leaving the high school going o the Charter School. So 1 those students who are dropping out of school, giving them
2 you have that aspect. And then looking at the data from 2 adifferent environment and giving them a whole -- a great
3 the kids, very similar for both. 3 opportunity which has been working wonderfully at this
4 Also, from a standpoint of the data of the 4 point.
5 students who come to us from the Citadel, we're looking at 5 We're looking at an over-age student, 17,
6 -- both of us are looking at the same students in terms of 6 18, i have alow number of credits, you know, I'm at the
7 the academic concerns that were raised and that | have in 7 point right now where 'm ready to cash it in and I'm ready
8 terms of where kids are coming o me when they enter 10th 8 to move on, we're getting them back into school and giving
9 grade. So when looking at the entire picture, we're 9 them an opportunity to have an adjusted schedule where they
10 talking about the same students. 10 start school at roughly 1:25 and they go to 6:25. So now |
11 Q. Has the high school implemented any programs | 11 can work during the day and still go to school at night.
12 to combat dropouts and also to address graduation rates? 12 And it has had a very big impact on the
13 A. Yes. We started something called a Core 13 number of kids we've really been able to stop from leaving
14 Team document, and that's been probably for about four 14 school and saying I'm going to go to work or what have you
15 years now. And we have five Assistant Principals at the 15 because now they have an opportunity, with their own time
16 high school, so it's a range anywhere from -- we were at 16 and their own schedule, to come in and finish.
17 six, then we had four, then we went back up to five, but | 17 Q. How many students at the high school
18 give each Assistant Principal two Guidance Counselors. 18 graduate each year through some sort of credit recovery
19 So the structure of the Core Team is they 19 program?
20 are to, based on data from -- they look at interim reports, 20 A. It's probably anywhere between 1 and 200
21 they look at report card grades. We have something called 21 students.
22 anFreport. So they are to pull students when they get 22 Q. You had mentioned Guidance Counselors. How
23 interims mid-marking period, and then they pull an F report 23 many Counselors are employed at the high school?
24 the end of the marking period. 24 A. We have ten. We have ten Counselors. And
25 They use that data set then to start 25 we started something new three years ago. We have three
467 469
1 bringing kids in with the Guidance Counselor to start what 1 Social Workers on staff as well.
2 we call a Core Team process. At that point in time, now 2 Q. What's the role of the Social Workers?
3 you're bringing in the parent, you're bringing in the 3 A. The role of the Social Worker, one of the
4 classroom teachers as well. And now you're starting to -- 4 concerns we had a few years ago was a kid comes in crisis,
5 you're trying to figure out what's the issue with the 5 now there's a crisis situation. The Guidance Counselor now
6 student, what are the deficiencies, what support and what 6 had to work with the student with SAM Crisis on the issue,
7 resources do we need to give to this student in order for 7 and it took the Guidance Counselor away from the other 350
8 him or her to be successful. 8 students.
9 Q. You had mentioned credit recovery 9 And then we were seeing a dip in terms of
10 opportunities. 10 Guidance Counselors notf really being able to follow through
11 A. Correct. 11 and connect with the student once the student went to
12 Q. What credit recovery opportunities are 12  Pariners or went to another location.
13 available at the high school? 13 We now have Social Workers now who can take
14 A. We have our 21st Century program, so kids 14 that process start to finish. Kid comes in crisis, Social
15 can come after 2:45 and they can stay until 5:30, and they 15 Worker can take the student. We have all the resources in
16 canrecover credits that way. 16 terms of who they go to with SAM Crisis or Reading
17 We also have to the point where we have our 17 Hospital, whoever it may be. When the student potentially
18 Red Knight Learning Academy. This is a new program for the 18 could be placed, the Social Worker still keeps tabs on the
19 high school. We started that this school year where we are 19 student because we know he or she is coming back.
20 taking students who are over-age, and we're giving an 20 When the student comes back to the high
21 opportunity to sort of advance and sort of move a littie 21 school, at that point in time the Social Worker picks up
22 bit quicker through curriculum, through courses, in order 22 with the student right then and there and makes sure we
23 to get them to a point where they can get a diploma and 23 have the resources available for them to make sure that
24 graduate. 24 they don't fall between the cracks.
25 So we are really specifically going at 25 MR. STACEY: I'm going to object on the
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1 basis of relevoncy and ask that that answer be struck 1 health placements?
2 fromthe record. | stil fail to see how the number of 2 A. The number is between 50 and 75, you know,
3 Social Workers at Reading Senior High School has any 3 Kidspeace, the Partners Program, Vision Quest, you know,
4 relevance in this proceeding whatsoever. 4 there's a lot of placements where we have students who are
5 | don't think any charges in the charging 5 coming from some type of mental health facility. Kidspeace
6 document are based on whether or not I-LLEAD Charter 6 is abig one for the high school, also the Pariners
7 School, which is who we're here to discuss, had Social 7 Program.
8 Workers or didn't have Social Workers. 8 Q. Does the high school educate students who
9 MS. PETERSEN: May | respond? 9 are homeless?
10 HEARING OFFICER: Sure. 10 A. Yes.
11 MS. PETERSEN: We're also here because of 11 Q. Approximately how many each year?
12 the Amendment Request, and we are jointly presenting 12 A. Roughly 50.
13 evidence regarding both issues. The Charter School has 13 Q. Does the high school educate students who
14 put out into the record some information about who it 14 have absentee issues?
15 enrolls and, in particular, there are specific provisions 15 A. Yes.
16 in the Amendment Request that address the population of 16 Q. Approximately how many each year?
17  students that the Charter Schoot is allegedly enrolling 17 A. You're probably talking absentee -- when
18 and, presumably, that's why the Charter School is 18 you talk absentee and lates, you're talking probably about
19 suggesting they need an Amendment Request. 19 5, 600 students who fall into that category.
20 This evidence goes directly to those 20 Q. Just so we're clear about what we mean by
21 issues in terms of comparison of populations and also 21 absentee, how do you define that?
22 getting behind some of the data that you'll be hearing 22 A. Three or more absences, unlawiul, is how |
23  about in a few minutes. 23 would define that. We're only going after the unlawiul
24 HEARING OFFICER: Again, I'm going o 24 absence. Sothere's areport you can pull to see how many
25 dallowif. Andjust asliet Mr. Stacey present, | think, 25 of your students have been unlawfully absent three or more
471 473
1 what he wanted to present, I'm going to extend that same 1 times.
2 courtesy to Ms. Petersen. But please note the simple 2 Q. What is the average number of students who
3 fact that I'm allowing something, people shouldn't read 3 show up late each day?
4 into that that | think it should be given a lot of 4 A. It's roughly 600 students.
5 weight. 5 Q. And has that been consistent since you've
6 And part of the challenge is | know both 6 been the Principal?
7 of you will be presenting additional information later 7 A. Yes.
8 down the road, so kind of look at this in the abstract. 8 Q. Does Reading Senior High School educate
9 it may connect the dofs later on. 9 students who are over-age for their grade?
10 So | know you guys are going to be able 10 A. Yes.
11 to brief these things and tell me what should be 11 Q. What does that mean?
12 considered or not. | am cognizant of your argument, and 12 A. Students who -- you know, they've been in
13 [l keep that in mind, so you may proceed. 13 the high school more than four years so now they're 19,
14  BY MS. PETERSEN: 14 20 years old where they still come o the high school to
15 Q. You mentioned students in crisis. Are these 15 receive an education.
16 students who have mental health concerns? 16 Q. On average, how many students are over-age
17 A. Yes. 17 for their grade?
18 Q. How many students does the high school have | 18 A. Over-age for their grade, probably roughly
19 on average each year that have mental health issues? 19 about 600. So if you're talking about -- fo give you
20 A. Between 50 and 75. 20 examples, 10R students, | could be a 10R student where |
21 Q. Are students at the high school being placed 21 have three or four credits and 'm 17 and 18 years old so
22 info mental heaith placements? 22 I'm over-age for where | should be. So you're probably
23 A. Yes. 23 talking about 5, 600 students.
24 Q. And can you just describe generally the 24 Q. Does that stay relatively constant each
25 numbers of students being placed into different mental 25 vyear?
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1 A. It's been up and down. We've had some 1 saying. Does being a gifted student mean that you're
2 years where it's been very good, and we've had some years 2 passing every course?
3 where we've gone through a flux of trying to get students 3 A. No.
4  to academically partner with us and come to school on time 4 Q. In your experience as the High School
5 and get an education, so.... 5 Principal, are there circumstances where gifted students
6 Q. If | use the term undocumented, what does 6 have failed courses?
7 that mean to you? 7 A. Yes.
8 A. A student doesn't have an $S! number. So 8 Q. Are there circumstances where gifted
9 that student, when it comes to financial aid, becomes 9 students have been truant?
10 problematic. We've had a lot of students we've had to 10 A. Yes.
11 really be very creative in terms of how we help support 11 Q. Are there circumstances where gifted
12 them, do something from a post-secondary standpoint. 12 students are having mental health issues?
13 Q. How many students on an average each year 13 A, Yes.
14 come to the high school undocumented? 14 Q. Are there circumstances where gifted
15 A. I'll speak to seniors because | really know 15 students are dropping out of school?
16 that number pretty well. We have roughly anywhere between 16 A. Yes.
17 30 to 40 seniors who have that status, which leads us to 17 Q. Are there circumstances where gifted
18 what supports we put in place for that student to try and 18 students become pregnant?
19 get them financial aid and money so they can go to college. 19 A. Yes.
20 Q. Were you here last week when there was 20 Q. Are there circumstances where gifted
21 testimony about gifted percentages? 21 students are in remedial programming?
22 A. Yes. 22 A. Yes.
23 Q. And | believe there was specific testimony 23 Q. Are there circumstances where gifted
24 about the gifted percentage at the high school. 24 students have not passed the Keystone exams?
25 A. Correct. 25 A. Absolutely.
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1 Q. Do you recall that? 1 Q. $o is it fair to say then that being gifted
2 A. Yes. 2 does not mean you are going to automatically score advanced
3 Q. And when do students get labeled as being 3 or proficient on the Keystone?
4 gifted? 4 A. Absolutely.
5 A. In the Reading School District, it's 3rd 5 Q. What is RTI?
6 grade. 6 A. Response fo Intervention.
7 Q. Once a student obtains the gifted label, 7 Q. And what is that?
8 does that ever go away? 8 A. How do you respond when a student is not
9 A. No. 9 performing or a student has some deficiencies. How do we,
10 Q. And does the student retain the gifted label 10 as educators, respond to students.
11 regardless of their academic performance? 11 Q. What has the high school done in terms of
12 A. Yes. 12 implementing an Rl program?
13 Q. Can you describe what a gifted student might 13 A. 1 did briefly talk to you eatlier in terms
14 looklike at the high school? 14  of our Core Team process and bringing students, parents and
15 A. It's hard for me to say what they might 15 teachers on board with specifically what help and support
16 looklike but 1 can say from a number standpoint, | think 16  does the child need. We've also done a lot of things
17 we roughly have 180, 190 students that are labeled as 17  instructiondlly in the classroom.
18 gifted at the high school. 18 Classroom instruction is really how you
19 If you look at that type of student, say, 19 sort of really turn a -- not just a school around, but how
20 okay, how many of them are in at least one AP or one Honors 20 you sort of have an impact on the lives of students. So
21  course, if's roughly 90 percent of them, but from a grade 21 how does a teacher respond to the student in the classroom
22 standpoint their grades are on par with just about everyone 22 is the other part of that as well.
23 else interms of when you look at the percentage of A’s, 23 Q. How many kids or students are seen through
24 B's,C's,D'sandF's. 24 the RTl process each year?
25 Q. | want to make sure | understand what you're 25 A. Easily between 25 and 30 percent.
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1 Q. Of the entire population of the high school? 1 that really goes after problem solving for kids in terms of
2 A. Correct. Right. 2 how do you take the text from Biology, help kids understand
3 Q. In terms of the programs that the high 3 the text from Biology, but then the problem solving
4 school has put in place to improve academic achievement, 4 component that goes along with that for your Science
5 canyou say what they are, if any? 5 classrooms.
6 A. For Literature we have something called 6 So really across the board, as you see
7 Reading Apprenticeship. That was a program we started or 7 scores going up, it's really been what's happening inside
8 that was atool kit we started probably about four or five 8 the classroom has been critical and the key.
9 years ago where it really goes back to classroom 9 Q. Do teachers receive professional development
10 instruction. 10 at the high school?
11 We do a lot with metacognition with Reading 11 A. Yes. Yes.
12 Apprenticeship. And what we're doing is really how does a 12 Q. Can you describe what that has looked like
13  Social Studies teacher, Literature teacher, Science 13 since you've been the Principal at the high school?
14 teacher, how as a whole do they help students when it comes 14 A. We started -- I'll go back to my second
15 to understanding text. That is critical for kids when they 15 year because my first year it was probably sort of just
16 gettothe nextlevel. 16 gefling a look-see in terms of what was going on at the
17 The expectation for a kid at the college 17 high school. But we have these collaborative teams now
18 levelis | give you a psychology book, read Chapter 1 and 18 where our teachers -- it's actually going on right now --
19 you have to do it by Wednesday. How do we give kids a tool 19 where our teachers who have been trained in something have
20 kit to be able to take and be able to be successful when 20 a consultant come in, and they sort of work in
21 they get to any type of post-secondary schooling. 21  collaborative groups.
22 So for Literature, Reading Apprenticeship 22 So I'll give you an example of what they're
23 has been huge for us, and our scores have really improved 23 doing today, is we have a teacher that's teaching a lesson,
24 drastically over the past four years. 24 three observers with a coach. So yesterday they prepped,
25 Mathematics, we do something called Power 25 went over the lesson together as a Team, talked about what
479 481
1 Teaching. So from a standpoint going back to the social 1 enhancements you can make to the lesson. Today the teacher
2 dimension, you know, how do we redally specifically focus on 2 Isteaching the lesson. The three observers then are going
3 cooperative learning. 3 to debrlef the next period. Soit's all about
4 So we do something called Ask 3 Before Me. 4 instructional practice.
5 Sowhere now students are all in groups and, you know, you 5 And we have really focused on consistent
6 sort of have a leader, everyone sort of has a role, but 6 instructional practice from classroom to classroom. How do
7  within Math classrooms you walk into a Math classroom at 7 we get consistency across the board so no matter what room
8 the high school, the teacher has really stepped back and is 8 1goin, no malter what subject | have, there's
9 facilitating. And you have kids who are now helping each 9 consistency.
10 other and parnering and working through problems and 10 $o when you say talking fo the text, a kid
11 situations and things together. 11 that's in Social Studies class gets the same thing in an
12 So it's not only helping them in 12 English class. So it's repetition.
13  mathematics, it's helping them in the real world in terms 13 You only have 50-minute periods with kids.
14 of how am | able to work with someone at a job, what skills 14  You only have them for 180 days. So you have to take a
15 are needed in order to do that. 16 system and say, how do | spread it across the board in
16 I've had many meetings with those in the 16 order for student achievement to happen.
17  business community and they say one of the biggest 17 So we professionally -- I -- professional
18 struggles -- the biggest struggle they have is their 18 developmentis huge. We have four to five days in the
19 employees don't know how to work with other people. So 19 summer, and then we have early dismissal days throughout
20 Power Teaching is in every Math classroom at the high 20 the school year. We usually have one a month. And that
21 school, every single one. So that's something we do for 21 time is really focused on classroom practice, what are you
22 Mathematics. 22 doing inside the classroom with kids.
23 In Biology we went to something called | 23 Q. Were there any curriculum changes that have
24 Raise, which is a -- and that's nothing more than a shoot 24 been implemented at the high school that address areas of
25 off of Reading Apprenticeship. i's internet based, but 25 focus related to the Keystone exams?
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1 A. Yes, all three. Algebra 1 was first, and 1 both schools.
2 that was four or five years ago. What's the eligible 2 Q. Why do you take the step to be familiar with
3 content, what are the expectations for kids, and then 3 the Berks County data?
4 getting every teacher on point in terms of specifically 4 A. Because at the end of the day, | don't
5 what's the focus, what's the focus in Mod A, what's the 5 expect my kids to perform any less than anyone in Berks
6 focusin Mod B. So what's the eligible content in both 6 County, period. If the bar is here for Wilson, the bar
7 modules which these kids are going to be tested on. 7 needs to be here for Reading Senior High School
8 Literature was along the same lines, 8 (indicating).
9 specifically, what's in Mod A, what's in Mod B, what from a 9 Q. You mean at the same position?
10  curriculum standpoint do we need to do to make sure kids 10 A. Correct. So this past school year
11 are prepared. 11 Wyomissing had the highest SPP score. So we're probably
12 Biology was the third one to come on board. 12 about 25 points from that goal. So our goal is how do we
13 For the most part, the focus has always been Math and 13 put a plan in place to keep improving every year to get to
14 English. Once the Science piece came on everyone started 14  that point.
15 taking a couple steps forward curriculum-wise. 15 Because at the end of the day | have a
16 Last year we really had a focused effort in 16 hundred percent confidence in every student that walks in
17 Biology. It was very focused in terms of specifically that 17  that building, no matter who they are, no matter if they're
18 eligible content, when it's taught, how it's taught, and we 18 economically disadvantaged or whatever it may be.
19 actually did see some growth in terms of how our kids 19 We take students where they are and say,
20 achieved last year in Biology compared to the past. 20 here's where you're going, and provide a road map for that
21 Q. You had testified earlier that there were a 21 student to get to that point. So with the students | serve
22 number of students transferring to and from the high school 22 and with the students we serve, the last thing I'm ever
23 from the I-LEAD Charter School each year. Do you recall 23 going to do is say if what's expected is here is put it
24  that? 24 down here. If anything, if what's expected here, we need
25 A. Yes. 25 to be up here (indicating). Because with the population |
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1 Q. Can you just remind me what the number was? 1 serve, we have all these things which are risks or
2 A, It was roughly 75 both ways. 2 protective factors.
3 Q. Are these students who are actively on the 3 $o you have a student where -- you know,
4 rolls at the high school? 4 you talk about -- because it can go either way. You can
5 A. Yes. 5 look at the family, you look at one's self, you look at the
6 Q. Meaning they're coming to school? 6 school, you look at the environment, you look at the
7 A. Right. 7 community. Those are five factors. They can be protective
8 Q. They're not dropout students? 8 for the student or they can be risk. it can go either way.
9 A. No. 9 So as soon as you start taking some of
10 Q. Are you familiar with the Keystone and $PP 10 those away is when a student becomes more at risk. So the
11 data for the Charter School? 11 one out of all five -- the one factor that | have total
12 A. Yes. 12 control over is the school. So if | have a hundred percent
13 Q. Are you familiar with the high school, 13 control of that, I'm going to make sure we're on the money
14 Reading Senior High School's own SPP and Keystone data? 14  with that area because I'm not going to leave these kids
15 A. Yes. 15 thinking that when they leave Reading High School, that
16 Q. How did you become familiar with the Charter 16 here's where life -- here's where it's going to be. No,
17 School's Keystone and SPP data? 17 that's not accurate.
18 A. I'm really up to speed on basically 18 I'm not going to set them up for tailure.
19 everyone's SPP data in Berks County, going through and 19 We are going to set them up to be successful. We're going
20 seeing where everyone is at. 1 did become familiar with 20 to set them up so they can compete with kids in surrounding
21 1-LEAD because | have students who are coming in o me from | 21 schools.
22 |I-LEAD, and then students who are going out. 22 HEARING OFFICER: Why don't we take a
23 So what was the correlation in terms of how 23 five-minute break.
24 our students was performing in both schools, knowing that 24 (Short recess was taken.)
25 it was prefty fluid in terms of kids going in and out from 25 HEARING OFFICER: it's 11 o'clock a.m.
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1 We are going back on the record to continue with 1 the students were proficient or advanced.
2 direct-examination. 2 Q. And turn to the next page, please.
3 MS. PETERSEN: Thank you. 3 A. (Witness complies.)
4  BY MS. PETERSEN: 4 Okay.
5 Q. Mr. Turman, were there any years that I-LEAD 5 Q. What information is conveyed on this page?
6 implemented or administered the PSSA exam? 6 A. At that point in time, you would have
7 A. I don't believe so. If they would have, it 7 students or buildings who made AYP, making progress,
8 would have been the 2011 school year if they did. 8 warning, school improvement, corrective action. For this
9 Q. If you could turn to Joint Exhibit 9. 9 school year, I-LEAD was in warning.
10 A. (Witness complies.) 10 Q. Do you know which school year this was in
11 Yes. 11 terms of I-LEAD's operations?
12 Q. Can you identify this document? 12 A. | believe this was the '10/11 school year.
13 A. This is your District report card. All 13 Ibelieve it was. '10/11 or '11/12, one of the two.
14  schools will get a District report card from accountability 14 '11/12 from what was stated in the beginning.
15 measure talking about attendance, graduation, your 15 Q. Do you know how many years I-LEAD had been
16 assessment repont, and then also AYP, at that point in 16 open at that point in time?
17 time, status and your teacher qualifications. 17 A. | believe it was their first or second
18 Q. And whose report card Is in School District 18 school year.
19 9 19 Q. And if you could turn to Joint Exhibit 10,
20 A. I-LEAD Charter School. 20 please.
21 Q. And even though they're not a school 21 A. {(Witness complies.)
22 district, they still receive a report card called a 22 Q. What is included in Joint Exhibit 10?7
23 District report card? 23 A. This is the 2012 for Grades ¢ through 12,
24 A. Correct. 24 the indicators in terms of the targets that I-LEAD had to
25 Q. For what school year is this? 25 make. For academic performance in Reading there were two
487 489
1 A. This is for the '11/12 school year. 1 targetfs. They did not make either. For academic
2 Q. Who prepared this document? 2 performance in Math there were two targets. They did not
3 A. Pennsylvania Department of Education. 3  make either. For fest participation in Reading, they made
4 Q. And if you could just turn to Page 3, what 4 one out of the three targets. For academic performance in
5 information is conveyed on Page 3? ’ 5 Math there were two targets. They did not make either.
6 A. The Accountability Report, the district's 6 For test participation in Reading, they
7 orl-LEAD Charter School's overall results in Mathematics. 7 made one of the three targets. For test participation in
8 Q. What were the Charter School's overall 8 Mathemadtics, they made two of three.
9 results in Mathematics? 9 Q. Is this for the '11/12 school year?
10 A. Eight percent of the students were 10 A. Yes.
11 proficient or advanced. 11 Q. Who prepared this document?
12 Q. Turn to the next page. And | apologize if 12 A. The Pennsylvania Department of Education.
13 this is hard to read. What's the information conveyed on 13 Q. At the top of Page 1 there's a heading that
14 Page 4? 14 says AYP Status. What was the status of the Charter School
15 A. | see the overall results in Reading, and 15 in'11/12?
16 for all students | believe that reads 25 percent. 16 A. Warning.
17 Q. Turn fo Page 7. 17 Q. Was AYP measured after the '11/12 school
18 A. (Witness complies.) 18 vyear?
19 Pardon, I've lost my page -- there aren't 19 A. No. That's when we started to shift our
20 page numbers on here. |think I'm on the right page. 20 focus to the School Performance Profile.
21 Q. The one labeled for Science. 21 Q. When you say shift the focus, do you mean at
22 A. Gotcha. 22 the State level or at some other level?
23 Q. What information is conveyed on this page? 23 A. At the State level.
24 A. This is the PSSA results in Grade 11 24 Q. Did the Pennsyivania Department of Education
25 Science. It shows that for all students four percent of 25 continue producing reports that look like the report card
488 490
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1 that you identified in Joint Exhibit 9 after the '11/12 1 Q. And | apologize --
2 school year? 2 A. 24 percent.
3 A. Yeah, they're similar, and that's for the 3 Q. And | apologize for the quality of this.
4 Federal designation, so for all schools that are accepting 4 We'll try to get better copies.
5 Tille 1 funds. They did have a similar report card to this 5 A. If 1 look to the left and | see proficient
6 document. 6 26 percent, zero for advanced -- if | look to the left it
7 Q. Have you reviewed those documents for the 7 says 26 percent of the students were proficient, zero
8 I-LEAD Charter School? 8 percent were advanced, so | can make the assumption that's
9 A. Yes. 9 24 percent.
10 Q. Can you turn to Joint Exhibit 13, please. 10 Q. Thank you. And how many students were
11 A. (Witness complies.) 11 tested versus enrolled?
12 Q. Can you identify the document in Joint 12 A. There were 31 students tested, but there
13  Exhibit 13? 13 were 56 students enrolied.
14 A. I-LEAD Charter School 2012/13 Federal 14 Q. What was the goal set in Reading?
15 Required Reporling Measures, Commonwealith of Pennsylvania. | 15 A. 70 percent.
16 Q. Who prepared this report? 16 Q. Did I-LEAD meet that goal?
17 A. Pennsylvania Department of Education. 17 A. No.
18 Q. If you could turn to Page 3, what 18 Q. Who set that goal?
19 information -- 19 A. Pennsylvania Department of Education.
20 MR. STACEY: Are we on 132 20 Q. What does this report indicate regarding the
21 MS. PETERSEN: Yes. 21 Charter School's achievement in Science?
22 BY MS. PETERSEN: 22 A. There -- okay. Grade 11 School Keystone
23 Q. -- what information is conveyed on the third 23 Exam Results for Grade 11 Science, 5 percent of the
24 page? 24 students were proficient or advanced.
25 A. These are the school overall resuits in 25 Q. Is there information in this document
491 493
1 Math, and for all students 10 percent of the students were 1 regarding highly qualified teachers?
2 proficient or advanced. 2 A. Yes.
3 Q. And what does it say about the number of 3 Q. Can you point that out to us?
4  students tested versus enrolled? 4 A. Last page. It says Course Assignments with
5 A. There were 31 students tested, but there 5 Non-highly Qualified Teachers, the number is 72. The
6 were 60 students that were enrolled for Grade 11. 6 percentage was 42 percent.
7 Q. Does the document on Page 3 contain any 7 Q. | want to make sure | understand what that
8 goals? 8 means. Does that mean that 42 percent of the courses at
9 A. Yes. If you look all the way to the right, 9 the Charter School were staffed with non-highly qualified
10 so for example, 10 percent of the students were proficient 10 teachers?
11 or advanced, the goal for that year was 73 percent. 11 A. That's correct.
12 Q. Who establishes the goals? 12 Q. Was the '12/13 school year a year that PDE
13 A. The Pennsylvania Department of Education. 13 published the SPP profile?
14 Q. That's not something established by the 14 A. Yes.
15 Reading School District? 15 Q. If you could turn to Joint Exhibit 12,
16 A. No. 16 please.
17 Q. Turn fo the next page, please. What 17 A. {Witness complies.)
18 information is conveyed on this page? 18 Q. Can you identify what's contained in Joint
19 A. (Witness complies.) 19  Exhibit 12?
20 These are the school overall results in 20 A. The I-LEAD Charter School 2012/13 School
21 Reading. So for this one, for this year, 25 percent of the 21 performance Profile.
22 students were proficient or advanced. 22 Q. From where was this information obtained?
23 Q. Are you sure it's 257 23 A The Pennsylvania Department of Education.
24 A. That's how I'm -- 25 or 20. That's how I'm 24 Q. Is this information maintained online?
25 readingit as -- 25 A Yes.
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1 Q. What information is conveyed on the first 1 that you previously addressed indicated?
2 page? 2 A. Correct.
3 A. These are just your school Fast Facts. So 3 Q. So that was indicating the number taught by
4  this will basically give you a grade configuration, whether 4 -- percentage taught by non-highly qualified teachers, and
5 ornotyou're aTitle 1 school, percent of classes taught 5 this is the converse?
6 by a highly qualified teacher, your enroliment, percent of 6 A. Correct.
7 your gifted students, what your dropout rate is, and all of 7 Q. What is the dropout rate set forth in this
8 your ethnicity demographics, how many students you have 8 document for I-LEAD?
9 that are economically disadvantaged, gender, and then 9 A. If you take the decibel and make it into a
10 percentage of those who are ELL and also have an IEP. 10 percentage, it's 86 percent.
11 Q. Is a similar type of page published for 11 Q. And that would be the number reported by the
12 every school in Pennsylvania? 12 I-LEAD Charter School?
13 A. Correct. 13 A. Correct.
14 Q. So is a similar page then published for 14 Q. If you turn to the next page, please, can
15 Reading Senior High School each year? 15 you generally describe what different information is
16 A. That's correct. 16 included on this page?
17 Q. To your knowledge, where does the 17 A. (Witness complies.)
18 information come from that's included on this Fast Facts 18 Sure. On the left-hand side you'll get
19 page? 19  your building academic score. So that's the score that you
20 A. it comes from the school, meaning, you 20 first look at to see how everything on the right, where it
21  know, as the Principal of Reading High School, we have 21 adds up. Then you're also going to get your Federal
22 every opportunity to go into and make corrections to data 22 designation. So for this school year, as a Title 1 school,
23 ifit'sinaccurate. So a lot of this for us comes from 23 I-LEAD was a priority school.
24 eSchool, comes from our Human Resources Depariment, and 24 Underneath that you'li start to get your
25 also comes from our PIMS Coordinator and putting all of the 25 participation percentages and also your SAT and your ACT
495 497
1 data and information into the system. 1 scores. To the right is where it gets into ali of the
2 So all of the information that's on this 2 academic performance data. All of these will add up to
3 pageis directly from the school or the district and 3 what your building level academic score is.
4 feeding into the page you have here. 4 So as | stated earlier, there’'s five
5 Q. So the information that would be included on 5 categories. Within each cafegory you have an opportunity
6 the first page of Joint Exhibit 12 would come from I-LEAD 6 to obtain points which will lead info what your academic
7 Charter School? 7 scorelis.
8 A. Correct. 8 Q. Can you just identify each of the different
9 Q. Does a school have the opportunity to review 9 categories you're referencing?
10 its Fast Facts data before it's publicly published on the 10 A. sure. Indicators of academic achievement,
11 SPP website? 11 so the first three are Mathematics, Reading/Literature,
12 A. Yes. Typically late August, early 12 Science/Biology. So by the end of 11th grade, if you look
13 September, all LEA's will get an e-mail. That e-mail will 13 o the right, 9 percent of the students passed the Algebra
14 state, here is your first wave of data to confirm or 14 1 Keystone, 25 passed the Literature, and é percent passed
15 deny -- confirm or see if there needs to be changes made. 15 the Biology. Writing is an NA because that is not an
16 And then you have a two-week window where | can goin, look | 16 assessment we do at the high school level.
17 ot each parl, and then request changes if | feel this is 17 The industry-based, standards-based
18 inaccurate. 18 competency assessments, those are assessments that we have
19 Q. You had mentioned that this page referenced 19  with our Reading Muhlenberg CTC where you can obtain points
20 the percentage of classes taught by highly qualified 20 fromthat.
21 teachers. 21 Q. And CTC is?
22 A. Yes. 22 A. Is your Career and Technical Center. Grade
23 Q What is it reporting? 23 3 Reading, that's not applicable. And your SAT, ACT
24 A. 57 percent. 24 college ready benchmark, that's a percentage of the
25 Q Is that the opposite of what the report card 25 students are scoring a 1550 or higher on the SAT, ora 231
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1 believe it is for the ACT. So any student who achieves 1 that, is 40 percent of students either take the PSAT or the
2 that benchmark, you end up getting credit for. 2 Planned Participation in either 10th or 11th grade. So the
3 Q. So the categories that you just described 3 11th grade is a point where they will pull those kids out
4 are in the first set of categories for the Indicators of 4 of snapshot and if 40 percent of the population took your
5 Academic Achievement; correct? 5 PSAT ortook the Planned Participation, you get points for
6 A. Correct. 6 that.
7 Q. What's the next step? 7 And the reason and the justification from
8 A. The next one talks about Closing the 8 PDEis the PSAT is an indicator for how well kids are going
9 Achievement Gap. So you have Math, Reading and Science 9 to perform when they get fo college. So from a college
10 because Writing wouldn't pertain to I-LEAD or even Reading 10 readiness standpoint, that was something that they were
11 High School. So, basically, the State is giving you a 11 pushing schools to get students to take the PSAT or the
12 percentage which is required over a six-year period for you 12  Planned Patlicipation Assessment.
13 o close the Achievement Gap. This is NA for [-LEAD as 13 The last piece on the next page is the data
14 well as it was every school for this year because it was 14 element, and this is for extra credit. Did not receive
15 the baseline year. So there wouldn't be any data for them 15 points for students who were advanced on Keystone in Math,
16 orfor even Reading Senior High School. 16 Reading and then also Science.
17 The next categories, Indicators of Closing 17 The Writing doesn't count again. Did not
18 the Achievement Gap, Historically Underperforming Students, 18 receive any points for percent advanced for the industry
19 once again, over a six-year period the State is going to 19 standards based competency assessments for your Career and
20 give you targets to meet. And if you make those targets, 20 Technical Center.
21 you can gain points for how you're Closing the Achievement 21 And then the last one, which was an NA for
22 Gap for students, for the most part, who are economically 22 them, if it's three or higher on an advanced placement
23 disadvantaged. 23 exam. So PDE for this category here, the minute a kid
24 The next area is your PVAAS data, and this 24 scores athree, he getfs picked up and gets put into a
25 is your indicators of academic growth. So froma 25 calculation in terms of getting a three or higher on any
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1 standpoint of where kids were projected to be proficient or 1 type of AP exam. He only needs one. They don't double or
2 were projected what their score was going to be, I-LEAD 2 triple count the kid.
3 only earned 50 points. For Reading and Literature they 3 So if I'm a student and | get a three or
4 actually earned 79 points, and for Science and Biology they 4  higher in U.S. History, I'm banked into that equation. If
5 earned 50 points. And for writing i's an NA because it 5 |get athree in Calculus and a three in Chemistry, | still
6 wouldn't be applicable for any high school. 6 only get credit for one,
7 So, basically, all that's saying isin 7 So from a standpoint of how you get credit
8 terms of Math there weren't enough students who made growth 8 forthat is the number of students taking AP courses and
9 from their 8th grade PSSA, and using this formula they have 9 passing them, not so much one student passing five or six
10 from PDE, to when they took their Algebra 1 assessment. 10 or seven AP courses throughout their high school career,
11 There was some growth for students in 11 Q. One student gets counted once?
12 Reading and Literature from 8th grade PSSA to when they 12 A. Once, that's it.
13 took the literature exam, but there wasn't adequate growth 13 Q. And the information that's on that third
14 for Science and Biology from their 8th grade PSSA up to 14 page then, that's all extra credit?
15 leading to them taking the Biology assessment. 15 A. Correct.
16 The last piece you have here -- or actually 16 Q. That's not calculated into the regular
17 there's one more piece to it after this -- it speaks to 17 building score?
18 graduation. Their graduation percentage was 18 percent. 18 A. It is calculated into the building score.
19 They would not have promotion rate because that's only for 19 Q. A poorly worded question. We'll talk about
20 elementary and, | believe, middle school. 20 that alittle iater.
21 The attendance rate was 83 percent. Did 21 A. Okay.
22 notreceive points for Advanced Placement International 22 Q Turn back to the second page, please.
23 Baccalaureate diploma or for college credit and did also 23 A. {Witness complies.)
24 not receive any points for PSAT, Planned Participation. 24 Q | apologize because we're going to get you
25 PSAT, in terms of how you gain points for 25 colored copies of these for purposes of the record, but in
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1 terms of the information that's set forth under the heading 1 iself.
2 Academic Performance Data at the top of the page -- do you 2 HEARING OFFICER: I'm familiar with some of
3 seethat? 3 this stuff. | can read documents, so I'll let Counsel do
4 A. Yes. 4 what they want. But I'm sure when you guys brief it,
5 Q. -- are those different categories? Can you 5 yov'll be directing my attention to certain data points in
6 explain what that is? 6 exhibits and explain why or why not they're relevant.
7 A. If you have a hundred, you get a star. 7 BY MS. PETERSEN:
8 You're sort of like a distinguished school. A 90to a 8 Q. Just one more question then about this
9 hundred is sort of -- | think that color Is blue for that 9 particular document. What was I-LEAD's Federal
10 one. It's either blue or light blue. And an 80 to an 89 10 Accountability Designation?
11 is blue or light blue, one or the other. 70to 79 is 11 A. Priority.
12 green. 12 Q. What does that mean?
13 So from PDE's standpoint, in each category 13 A. Priority, you're in that bottom tier,
14  and your overall score, they want buildings and schools to 14 lowest 5 percent in the State.
15 be within that green category. So your ultimate goal in 15 Q. 5 percent of what?
16 PDEs eyes is how do you get each category, how do you get 16 A. Title 1 schools.
17  your overall building level score to a 70 or 79 because -- 17 Q. Please turn to Joint Exhibit 14.
18 infact, that color is green. 18 A. (Witness complies.)
19 Then if you go to the next category, the 60 19 Q. Can you identify the document in Joint
20 to 49, that's sort of your yellow, and that category is 20 Exhibit 14?
21 you're heading in the right direction, there's just some 21 A. The Reading Senior High School 2012/13
22 corrections you need to make. 22 School Performance Profile.
23 Then the last category, the upsidedown 23 Q. And to the best of your knowledge, is the
24 triangle, is a 50. That color is red. So any school less 24 Fast Facts information on the front page of this document
25 than a 50 from a designation standpoint could very easily 25 accurate?
503 505
1 fali in the focus or priority school because with the red, 1 A. Yes.
2 they're saying there's some definite issues that need to be 2 Q. What was the enrollment of the high school
3 addressed. 3 inthe'12/13 school year?
4 Q. That category that you said is less than a 4 A. 3,335 students.
5 50, is that the lowest category rated on this form? 5 Q. And that's grades 10 through 127
6 A. Correct. 6 A. Correct.
7 Q. And are there designations based on those 7 Q. What was the dropout rate for Reading Senior
8 categories next to each of the components of the building 8 High School?
9 level score? 9 A. 13 percent.
10 A. Yes. 10 Q. How do you feel about that number?
11 Q. What was I-LEAD's building level academic 11 A. That was something that we needed to
12 score for'12/137? 12 develop a plan for because it was unacceptable.
13 A. Their building academic score was 35.1. 13 Q. If you could turn to the next page, what was
14 Q. And out of how many points? 14 Reading Senior High School's building level score?
15 A. Out of a hundred. 15 A. For that school year, '12/13, it was 54.5.
16 Q. Where did that place them in terms of the 16 Q. And what was the percentage of students
17 categories? 17 scoring advanced or proficient in Algebra 1?
18 A. That placed them in a priority school, 18 A. Algebra 1 was 44 percent, Literature was
19 which placed them into -- from a Title 1 standpoint and one 19 53, Science and Biology was 16. From a Career and
20 of the 5 percent -- the § percent mark of the lowest 5 20 Technical standpoint, it was 87. And then we did not get
21 percent of schools from a performance standpoint. 21 any points for SAT and ACT.
22 MS. PETERSEN: Uniess the Hearing Officer 22 Q. In terms of the information that's shown
23  would like me to go through every single data point 23 here on PVAAS growth, what is it showing?
24 reflected here and the witness aiready did address some of 24 A. For the indicators of Closing the
25 them, | would like to just let the exhibit stand for 25 Achievement Gap for both, we didn't have anything. From a
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1 standpoint of academic growth for PVAAS, for Mathematics 1 school, we were sort of in the middle.
2 and Algebra 1 we were at a 50. For Reading and lLiterature 2 Q. $o no designation is, in fact, a
3 we were at a hundred, and then for Science and Biology we 3 designation?
4 were at a 50. 4 A. To a certain degree, yes.
5 Q. Regarding the Closing the Achievement Gap -- 5 Q. If you could turn to the last page, please.
6 you may have referenced this eatlier, is that because no 6 Actually, the second-to-the-last page, please, so Page 4.
7 data was reported for any school for the State? 7 A. (Witness complies.)
8 A. Correct. The State had to have a baseline 8 Q. Can you identify what information is
9 vyearin terms of giving you a baseline and then starting to 9 conveyed on this page?
10  make projections at that point. 10 A. This is the Reading Senior High School and
11 Q. What was the high school's cohort graduation 11 this is your Comparison Table for Academic Performance.
12  rate? 12 And what this does is it sort of breaks down the high
13 A. 61 percent. 13 school on the left, but then on the right sort of compares
14 Q. Do you know how that's calculated? 14 it to I-LEAD Charter School as well.
15 A. Yes. Graduation is calculated over a 15 Q. Is this a function of the Department's
16 four-year period. So it starts on your 9th grade 16  website?
17 enroliment date, whatever high school you enroll in. 17 A. Yes.
18 So if | enroll in high school in New 18 Q. You can compare schools?
19 Jersey, whenever | enroll in 9th grade, the clock takes you 19 A. Cornrect.
20 atfouryears. It doesn't matter where you transfer. So 20 Q. Please turn to Joint Exhibit 16.
21 it's based off a four-year cohort graduation. 21 A. (Witness complies.)
22 It a student does not graduate within four 22 Q. Can you identify the document in Joint
23 years, he does not get picked up as part of your graduation 23 Exhibit 16?
24 data. He actually gets coded as someone who dropped out. | 24 A. Yes. This is the '13/14 |-LEAD Charter
25 Q. So the high school does not have 9th grade? 25 School Required Federal Reporting Measure.
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1 A. No. 1 Q. And for what year?
2 Q. What does that mean for Reading Senior High 2 A. This is for the 2013/14 school year.
3  School? 3 Q. I'm sorry, you said that. If you could turn
4 A. What that means is we have three years. So 4 to Page 3, what information is conveyed in here regarding
5 wherever they're at in terms of that category, we have 5 Math and Algebra 1?
6 three years to get them where they need to be to get them 6 A. 9 percent of the students were proficient
7 to graduate on time. 7 or advanced for this school year, and the goal was
8 Q. Looking further down the page here, did 8 17 percent.
9 Reading Senior High School receive any credit for Advanced 9 Q. And who established that goal?
10 Placement? 10 A. Pennsylvania Depariment of Education.
11 A. I'm trying to figure out where you're at. 11 Q. How many students were tested versus
12 For academic indicators, are we in that category? 12 enrolled?
13 Q. Yes. 13 A. There were 32 students tested and 51
14 A. Yes. For advanced placement, yes, we 14 enrolled.
15 received a score of a hundred. 15 Q. What does the document indicate in terms of
16 Q. And did the high school receive any extra 16 the Charter School's performance in Literature?
17  credit? 17 A. Literature, 28 percent of the students were
18 A. Yes. We received extra credit for -- next 18 proficient or advanced. The goal for that year was
19 page -- for Mathematics 7.49, Literature 3.73, Biology 19 31 percent.
20 3.34, and also for CTC, Career and Technical Center, 70.4. 20 Q. And, again, who set that goal?
21 Q. If you could turn back to the second page, 21 A. Pennsyivania Department of Education.
22 what was the high school's Federal Accountability 22 Q. And how many students were tested versus
23 Designation? 23 enrolled?
24 A. We did not have a designation. So we 24 A. 32 tested and 51 enrolled.
25 didn't fall in that bottom tier, we were not a rewards 25 Q. What does the document indicate about the
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1 Charter School's performance in Science? 1 points that year?

2 A. For the '13/14 school year 8 percent of the 2 A. Cornrect, for SAT and ACT.

3 students were proficient or advanced in Biology. 3 Q. And it looks like there is data in at least

4 Q. And is any information conveyed in the 4 one of the categories for Closing the Achievement Gap.

5 document regarding highly qualified teachers? 5 A. Correct.

6 A. Yes. 6 Q. Explain that, please.

7 Q. Could you point that out o us, please. 7 A. For this current year, there was a baseline

8 A. It's on the last page. It says Course 8 for Biology, so all schools had an opportunity to gain

9 Assignments with Non-Highly Qualified Teacher, the number 9 points in closing the Achievement Gap for Biology, for
10 was 40 and the percentage is 22 percent. 10 closing the Achievement Gap for all students and Closing
11 Q. If you could turn to Joint Exhibit 15, 11 the Achievement Gap for the historically underperforming.
12 please. 12 Q. So now that we have some data, | think we
13 A. (Witness complies.) 13 need to define what that is. Can you explain to us what
14 You said 157 14 the Closing the Achievement Gap is measuring?
15 Q. 15. 15 A. So once you have your baseline, the State
16 A. Okay. 16  will say over a six-year period each year here is the
17 Q. Can you identify the document in Joint 17 amount of growth you need to make in terms of you closing
18 Exhibit 157 18 the Achievement Gap. $o say, for example, the State may
19 A. This is the I-LEAD Charter School 2013/14 19 say for this year for you to get credit, you were at
20 School Peformance Profile. 20 15 percent, so based on this six-year model, you need to go
21 Q. From where was this document obtained? 21 from 15 percent to 28. If you go from 15 to 28, that's the
22 A. Pennsylvania Department of Education. 22 first leg of closing the Achievement Gap over a six-year
23 Q. What does the first page of the document 23 period.
24 indicate regarding the percentage of highly quadlified 24 So at that point in time, based on how you
25 teachers at the Charter Schooi? 25 perform, will be based on how many points you receive in

511 513

1 A. It was 77.53 percent. 1 those two categories.

2 Q. And that relates to the number of classes? 2 Q. And then how does the historically

3 A. Correct. 3 underperforming students factor into closing the

4 Q. What was the student enroliment at the 4  Achievement Gap?

5 Charter School that year? 5 A. They're really talking about your

6 A. 427. 6 economically disadvantaged students at that point.

7 Q. And what was the dropout rate noted for the 7 Q. So that second category of indicators of

8 Charter School that year? 8 Closing the Achievement Gap for historically

9 A. 38.96 percent. 9 underperforming students is looking just af those students
10 Q. if you could turn to Page 2. 10 who are economically disadvantaged?
11 A. (Witness complies.) 11 A. Correct.
12 Q. What was the Charter School's building level 12 Q. And in I-LEAD's case, are virtually all of
13 academic score in'13/14? 13  their students economically disadvantaged?
14 A. 33.5. 14 A. 94 percent.
15 Q. And what was the percentage of students who | 15 Q. Does that account for why the numbers are
16 scored proficient or advanced in Algebra 1, Literature and 16 basically the same in both categories?
17 Biology? 17 A. Yes.
18 A. 9.38 percent. 18 Q. What does the PVAAS category indicate for
19 Q. In which subjects? 19 the Charter School in '13/14?
20 A. Mathematics. 20 A. That for -- in Mathematics and Algebra 1
21 Q. What about Literature? 21 they had 50 points, for Reading and Literature they had
22 A. Literature was 28.13 percent. Science and 22 60 points, Science and Biology 50 points.
23 Biology was 9.09 percent. And if you come all the way down | 23 Q. And what about the graduation rate for the
24 where there was data, SAT and ACT was 8.33 was theirscore. | 24  Charter School?
25 Q. So the Charter School did receive some 25 A. Graduation rate that year was 27 percent.
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1 Q. And that is a natural percentage? 1 Q. Did the high school receive points for
2 A. Correct, 2 Advanced Placement or PSAT?
3 Q. As opposed to a number of points? 3 A. Yes.
4 A. Correct. 4 Q. What was the high school's Federal
5 Q. So 27 percent of the student body graduated 5 Accountability Designation in '13/14?
6 within the time allotted by PDE? 6 A. Last year we were honored as a Reward High
7 A. Correct. 7 Progress School.
8 Q. What was the attendance rate noted? 8 Q. | think you said last year.
9 A. 80 percent. 9 A. Yes.
10 Q. What Federal Accountability Designation did 10 Q. So this is '13/14?
11 the Charter School receive in '13/14? 11 A. This is '13/14.
12 A. A priority school. 12 Q. $0 '13/14 what was their status?
13 Q. So they were a priority school for two years 13 A. A High Progress Rewards School for '13/14.
14  in arow? 14 Q. What does that mean?
15 A Correct. 15 A. For all Title 1 schools, we were in the top
16 Q. Please turn to Joint Exhibit 17. 16 5 percent of every Title 1 school in the State of
17 A (Witness complies.) 17 Pennsylvania. Duting that year, 97 schools were designated
18 Q Can you identify this document? 18 as High Progress Schools.
19 A. Reading Senior High School, School 19 Q. Out of how many, if you know?
20 Performance Profile. 20 A. A couple thousand. There's 501 school
21 Q. For what year? 21 dishiicts so you can probably take it from there and figure
22 A. The '13/14 school year. 22 out how many have high schools or whatever, so a couple
23 Q. Is this publicly available on PDE's website? 23 thousand.
24 A. Yes. 24 Q. And if you could turn to Page 4.
25 Q. What was the dropout rate noted for the high 25 A. (Witness complies.)
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1 school? 1 Q. What information is conveyed on Page 4 of
2 A. 7 percent. 2 Joint 17?
3 Q. And is that a decrease from the prior 3 A. It's the Comparison Table for Academic
4 year-- 4 Performance for Reading Senior High School and I-LEAD
5 A. Yes. 5 Charter School.
6 Q. -- or an increase? 6 Q. Are you familiar with the PVAAS website?
7 A. Decrease. 7 A. Yes.
8 Q. Turn to the next page, please. 8 Q. What sort of information is available on the
9 A. (Witness complies.) 9 PVAAS website?
10 Q. What was the high school's building academic 10 A. A lof of things. You can project
11  score? 11 students -- you can do projections with PVAAS to see how
12 A. 60.2. 12 kids are going to be projected, those that are in 9th
13 Q. And if you could go through the academic 13 grade, to see how they're going to project in 10th or 11th
14 achievement scores, please. 14 grade in a particular course.
15 A. Sure. Mathematics, Algebra 1, 50 percent 15 It will also -- the PVAAS website will give
16 of the 11th grade students were proficient or advanced. 16 you an opportunity to look at your growth in students. So
17 Reading and Literature it was 64 percent. Science and 17 here's where a student was at, here's where they were
18 Biology it was 18 percent. Forthe Career and Technical 18 predicted to be, and then whether or not they actually made
19 Center, those that were competent or advanced on the NOCTI, | 19  growth from one assessment to the next.
20 N-O-C-T-l, National Occupational Career Technical 20 It also will go back to a teacher so you
21 something. | don't know what the | stands for. So they 21 have the teacher component for PVAAS as well where if I'm a
22  were at 90.91. And SAT, ACT was 9.54. 22 teacherin a course teaching Biology, there's data from a
23 Q. Looking down the page, what was the high 23 PVAAS standpoint that comes back to me, and it's on a
24 school's graduation rate? 24 three-year rolling average.
25 A. Graduation rate was 64.64. 25 So | then will get some type of -- some
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1 type of color in terms of where I'm at and whether or not 1 A. This is 1-LEAD Charter School, and this is
2 I'm making growth with my students over a three-year period 2 Biology. And this, once again, specks to the Average
3 oftime. Sothere's ateacher reporting piece to PVAAS, 3 Growth Index for the kids for the '13/14 school year.
4 too, where there's a lot of accountability on the teacher 4 Q. And what was the Average Growth index for
5 who's teaching the course and how their students perform at 5 the Charter School that year?
6 the end of the course. 6 A. Negative 4.39, which put them in the
7 Q. Are there portions of the PVAAS link that 7 significant evidence that the school did not meet the
8 are public and portions that are password protected? 8 standard for PA academic growth which was red in the last
9 A. Yes. 9 category.
10 Q. What information is conveyed on the public 10 Q. Flip two pages, please.
11 portion of the site? 11 A, (Witness complies.)
12 A. You can see the growth that the school has 12 Q. What information is conveyed in this next
13 made from where they were projected and where they came in | 13 set of information?
14 at 14 A. This is Literature, Keystone Literature,
15 Q. Do you, as the Principal of Reading Senior 15 and this is the Average Growth Index Report. And for this
16  High School, have access to the private portions of the 16 school year for Grades ¢ through 12, the Average Growth
17 PVAAS data for I-LEAD Charter School? 17 Index was negative 2, which colorwise | believe puts them
18 A. No. 18 at the yellow, which was moderate evidence that the school
19 Q. Do you have access to the publicly available 19 did not meet the standard for PA academic growth.
20 information for I-LEAD Charter School? 20 Q. Thank you. Could you turn to Joint Exhibit
21 A. Yes. 21 19,
22 Q. If you could turn to Joint Exhibit 18. 22 A. (Witness complies.)
23 A. (Witness complies.) 23 Q. Can you identify the document in Joint
24 Q. Can you identify the information that's in 24  Exhibit 197
25 this document regarding I-LEAD? 25 A. Yes. This is the School Performance
519 521
1 A. This is the Keystone Algebra 1, and this is 1 Profile for I-LEAD Charter School.
2 their PVAAS data from the 2014 school year, and will -- 2 Q. For what school year?
3 speaks to tested grades, growth measure, and then the 3 A. This is for -- I'm trying fo see where the
4 average student index. 4 grade level is on here. |think | know what yearitis, |
5 HEARING OFFICER: When you say 2014 5 just don't see it. | believe this is for the "14/15 school
6 school year, could you clarify that just for me? s that 6 year.
7 '13/140r'14/152 7 Q. If you could turn to Page 2, what does it
8 THE WITNESS: It says 2014. | think it's 8 say at the top?
9 the '13/14 school year. 9 A. 1-LEAD Charter School --
10 HEARING OFFICER: Thank you. 10 Q. In terms of the Academic Performance Data.
11 THE WITNESS: Because usually if they put 11 A. Okay. Academic Performance Data,
12 "14, that's the year you sort of took the assessment, so 12 2014/2015.
13 it would be the '13/14 school year. 13 Q. Just turning back to Page 1, please.
14 HEARING OFFICER: Thank you. 14 A. Yes.
15 BY MS. PETERSEN: 15 (Witness complies.)
16 Q. And what was the Average Growth Index 16 Q. From where did you obtain this information?
17 information for I-LEAD Charter School for '13/14? 17 A. From Pennsylvania Department of Education
18 A. Negative 702, which put them all the way at 18 and also on the website. And all the information that's
19 the bottom category, which would be red. And there's 19 contained in here would come strictly from i-LEAD.
20 significant evidence that their school did not meet the 20 Q. And what does the document indicate was the
21 standard for PA academic growth, 21 dropout rate at the Charter School in the '14/15 school
22 Q. Flip two pages. 22 year?
23 A. (Witness complies.) 23 A. 23 percent.
24 Q. What information is conveyed starting on 24 Q. And what percentage of classes were taught
25 Page 3? 25 by highly qualified teachers in '14/15?
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1 A. 72 percent. 1 A. Yes.
2 Q. Turn to the next page, please. 2 Q. After listening to the testimony of the
3 A. {Witness compilies.) 3 Charter School's witnesses last week, do you have a
4 Q. What was the Charter School's building level 4 reaction to their building level score going up based on
5 academic score in '14/15? 5 that testimony?
6 A. 40. 6 A. Yes. If there's a selection of students to
7 Q. What was the achievement in the three tested 7 take the Keystone exam and those are students who are only
8 subject areasin '14/15? 8 ready to take the Keystone exam, then you potentially could
9 A. Mathematics, Algebra 1 was 18 percent. ELA 9 be looking at the Indicators of Academic Achievement for
10 literature was 32 percent. Science, Biology was 10 10 adll three, Math, ELA and Science, but belter yet, when
11 percent. And then SAT and ACT was zero points. 11 you're looking at closing the Achievement Gap and then also
12 Q. How does one earn zero points in the SAT 12 looking at PVAAS, if you're not testing all of the
13 category? 13 students, basically, what you're saying is that there are
14 A. Basically, you wouldn't have any students 14 some students who probably would not perform up to the
15 who received a 1550 or higher on the SAT or on the ACT. | 15 proficient level.
16 think the ACT is either 22 or 23. 16 So that being said, is you're going to
17 Q. And there is data reported in the indicators 17 potentially have an increase if you're going to select
18 of Closing the Achievement Gap here? 18 certain students to take the assessment.
19 A. Yes. The indicators achieved for 19 Q. Did Reading High School have a SPP profile
20 Mathematics was a 61.39. That would have been yellow. The 20 published for '14/15?
21 ELA literature was 56.45, which was red. The Science, 21 A. Yes.
22 Biology was 26.87. 22 Q. Turn to Joint Exhibit 20, please.
23 Q. And red meaning what? 23 A. (Witness complies.)
24 A. Did not hit the goal of at least 60 to be 24 Q. Can you identify this document?
25 vyellow, so it was in the last category. 25 A. This is the Reading Senior High School,
523 525
1 Q. And what was the cohort graduation rate for 1 School Performance Profile.
2 "14/187 2 Q. For what year?
3 A. Cohort grad was 27 percent. 3 A. The 2014/2015 school year.
4 Q. And what was the attendance rate? 4 Q. What is the dropout rate noted on Page 1?
5 A. 83 percent. 5 A. 7.9 percent,
6 Q. Did the Charter School receive extra credit? 6 Q. And what is the school enroliment noted on
7 A. Yes. They did receive extra credit for 7 Pagel1?
8 percent of students advanced in Math 2.7, percentage of 8 A. 3,044,
9 students advanced in Literature 3.28, percentage of 9 Q. Turn to Page 2, please.
10 students advanced in Biology 1.49. 10 A. {Witness complies.)
11 Q. And does the Charter School have a Federal 11 Q. What was the high school's building level
12 Accountability Designation in '14/15 as reported here? 12 academic score?
13 A. Not yet. 13 A. 65.2.
14 Q. Why would that be? 14 Q. And what was the academic achievement of the
15 A. I'm going to make an assumption that with 15 high school students in the three tested areas?
16 some of the changes that are happening at PDE, they have 16 A. In Algebra 1 we were a 5§8.36. ELA,
17 not given everyone their designation yet. Those who were 17 literature we were a 43. In Science and Biology we were a
18 reward schools were just notified like three weeks ago, so 18  25.48, from the CTC, Career and Technology Center, 88.16,
19 it's probably going to be another month or two before they 19 and from SAT, ACT 16.76.
20 give all the other school districts some type of 20 Q. And what about in the indicators of Closing
21 designation. 21 the Achievement Gap?
22 Q. You had noted that the Charter School's 22 A. The State had specific goals for the high
23 academic score was a 40 for '14/15? 23 school, and we met -- we actually exceeded the goal in
24 A. Yes. 24 Mathemadtics and in English Language Arls, and we're very
25 Q. Was that an increase from the prior year? 25 close to meeting the goal for Science and Biology in terms
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1 ofthe goal they had set for us over a six-year period to 1 Q. Page 4.
2 close the Achievement Gap for those students. 2 A. That's what | have as Page 4 (indicating).
3 Q. And further down the page, what was the 3 Q. Is there a document in School District
4  graduation rate at the high school? 4  Exhibit 10 that reflects what you just testified about?
5 A. 71.35. 5 A. Yes, for {-LEAD Charter School. That's
6 Q. Did the high school receive credit for 6 whatl haveitas.
7 Advanced Placement? 7 HEARING OFFICER: Do you want to just
8 A. Yes. 8 read that heading, the page that --
9 Q. And PSAT? 9 MS. PETERSEN: The Reading Senior High
10 A. Yes. 10 School?
11 Q. And did the high school receive extra 11 THE WITNESS: What Ihave for 10s
12 credit? 12 -LEAD Charter School.
13 A. Yes. For Math it was 4.4, for literature 13 MS. PETERSEN: May | approach the
14 itwas .84, for Science and Biology, 2.41, for the NOCTI i} 14 witness?
15  was 63.09, and 4 percent or higher on the AP exam was 7.97. 15 HEARING OFFICER; Why don't we go off the
16 Q. Are you familiar with how the Department of 16 record.
17 Education factors in Advanced Placement data into the SPP 17 (Discussion was held off the record.)
18 calculation? 18 BY MS. PETERSEN:
19 A. Yes. Yes. 19 Q. Mr. Turman, in School District 10, can you
20 Q. And does the Department pubilish a 20 tell us where within that document is the reflection of the
21 calculation within the SPP site? 21 calculation that you were just testifying about for Reading
22 A. Yes. When you click on each tab, it will 22  High?
23 have a drop-down menu, and it will show you the highest 23 A. The last two pages for Reading High School.
24 number of points you can gain, what your calculation was, 24 Q. And in terms of the number of points
25 and then how that fits in in terms of what you receive. 25 associated with each factor, those are all indicated on
527 529
1 Q. And in terms of the building level academic 1  this page here?
2 score, there's a little -- it looks like a -- 2 A. Correct.
3 A. Magnifying glass. 3 Q. How many points does Reading Senior High
4 Q. -- magnifying glass -- thank you -- with the 4 School receive under the heading Other Academic Indicators
5 words view calculation. 5 for Advanced Placement?
6 A. Cormrect. 6 A. We didn't get -- .16.
7 Q. What happens when you click on that? 7 Q. No, no, no, the Other Academic Indicators.
8 A. When you click on that number, it will give 8 A. For cohort graduation?
9 you every calculation on the right-hand side. Sol can 9 Q. Hold on. So under the heading Other
10 cilick Mathematics and Algebra 1. it wili then show me 10 Academic Indicators, my question is how many points does
11 specifically §8.36, you actually muitiply that into 7.50. 11 the high school receive for Advanced Placement?
12 literature this year was actually -- | believe it was 14 or 12 A. Okay. I'm sorry. 2.50.
13 15. And Science, Biology was 7.5. 13 Q. And that's out of how many total points?
14 So they take your caiculation, they factor 14 A. 2.50.
15 that into how many points you received out of the highest 15 Q. But in terms of the overall point value
16 score you can get, and then you'll get a score. Soif you 16 available?
17 take Mathematics and Algebra 1, 5§8.36, you multiply that 17 A. Oh, overall, a hundred points.
18 into 7.5. Let's say that comes out to 4.7, those are the 18 Q. And how many points were received by Reading
19 highest number of points you will get for that category. 19 High School under Extra Credit for Advanced Placement?
20 Q. I'm going to have you turn to School 20 A. Percent 3 or higher on Advanced Placement
21 District 10, which is the other binder. 21 was.16.
22 A. (Witness complies.) 22 Q. $0 .16 points out of a hundred?
23 Q. And if you'd flip to Page 4. 23 A. Correct.
24 A. (Witness complies.) 24 Q. If you could flip to the preceding two
25 Yes. 37 25 pages, can you identify what is included in those
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1 documents? 1 with I-LEAD Charter School?
2 A. {Witness complies.) 2 HEARING OFFICER: Noted for therecord.
3 This is the Other Academic Indicator for 3 I'mgoing to overrule it. We have a lot of information
4  |-LEAD Charter School. 4 obout various data and comparson and standards, so |
5 Q. Go back one more. 5 think you think it's relevant, again, we can tak about
6 A. One more. These are the calculations for 6 what weight it should be given, but ' allow it.
7 the academic performance data for I-LEAD Charter School. 7 BY MS. PETERSEN:
8 Q. For what year? 8 Q. Mr. Turman, 1 apologize for jumping around.
9 A. For the "14/15 school year. 9 Just going back to Joint Exhibit 20, can you just identify
10 Q. So this is the components that got them to 10 what the last two pages of Joint Exhibit 20 reflect?
11 the 40 building level score? 11 A. This was a comparison of I-LEAD Charter
12 A. Correct. 12 School to Reading Senior High School.
13 Q. And just so the record is clear, what's the 13 Q. And was that information obtained from PDE's
14 first page in School District Exhibit 10? 14 website?
15 A. I1-LEAD Charter School, Understanding 15 A. Correct.
16 Academic Performance Scores. 16 MS. PETERSEN: 1 think this is probably a
17 Q. And from where was this information 17 good place for us to stop and break for tunch.
18 obtained? 18 HEARING OFFICER: Do you have any
19 A. Pennsylvania Department of Education, right 19 objection to that?
20 off the website. 20 MR. STACEY: No.
21 Q. What information is conveyed within that 21 HEARING OFFICER: itis noon. We will
22 document? 22 take a one-hou recess for lunch and ask the people to
23 A. It gives you an opportunity to get 23 iy to be back promptly at 1 o'clock after our recess.
24 information in terms of how the calculations are made. 24 MS. PETERSEN: Thank you.
25 Also, it gives you an opportunity -- basically, it gives 25 (Lunch recess was taken.)
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1 you definitions for each one so you can better understand 1 HEARING OFFICER: We are back from our
2 what the SPP profile contains and how you gain points as 2 recess. If's 1 o'clock, and we'll continue with the
3 youincrease or decrease student performance. 3 direct-examination of the witness by Ms. Petersen.
4 Q. I'm going fo have you turn back to Joint 4  BY MS. PETERSEN:
5 Exhibit 20. 5 Q. Mr. Turman --
6 A. (Witness complies.) 6 A. Yes.
7 Q. What is identified under Federal 7 Q. -- can you please turn to School District
8 Accountability Designation for Reading Senior High School? 8 Exhibit No. 1.
9 A. There isn't one right this second, but we 9 A. (Witness complies.)
10 received a letter from the Director of -- | believe it was 10 Yes.
11 Susan McCrone from PDE that for the second year in a row we | 11 Q. What is this document?
12 were a high progress school. 12 A. This is a four-year Academic Performance
13 Q. I'm going to have you turn to School 13 Comparison for I-LEAD Charter School.
14 District Exhibit 7, which is in the other binder. 14 Q. Comparison against what?
15 A. (Witness complies.) 15 A. Comparing them against each year, and |
16 Q. Is this the letter that you just referenced? 16 believe if | keep paging through, comparing them to Reading
17 A. Yes. 17  Senior High School.
18 Q. What's the date of the letter? 18 Q. And from where was the data that's included
19 A. December 31, 2015. 19  within School District Exhibit No. 1 obtained?
20 Q. The letter is directed to whom? 20 A. Pennsylvania Department of Education.
21 A. Mr. Turman, myself. 21 Q. And is it reflective of the data that we've
22 Q. One last thing -- 22 dalready gone over in the School Performance Profile
23 MR. STACEY: Before you move on, can | 23 reports?
24  renew my objection about documents that have strictly to 24 A. Correct.
25 do with Reading High School and don't have anythingto do |25 Q. For both entities?
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1 A. Yes. 1 Reading Senior High School.
2 Q. And just without actually identifying the 2 Q. And what's on Page 87
3 individual data points, can you just explain what is 3 A. Cohort graduation percentage of students
4 included in the first two pages? 4 who graduate in four years. In blue you have |-LEAD
5 A. First two pages Is your '11/12, '12/13, 5 Charter School, and in orange you have Reading Senior High
6 '13/14,'14/15, it shows I-LEAD's SPP profile for three out 6 School.
7 of the four years. 7 Q. Do you know why we don't have data for
8 It shows their proficiency in ELA, Math, 8 "11/12?
9 Science, also shows the pieces for closing the Achievement 9 A. | don't know if they didn't have enough
10 Gap. Next page talks about the graduation rate, dropout 10 graduates that year or -- I'm not sure what the issue was,
11  percentage, SAT, and dlso Advanced Placement, 11 why they didn't have data.
12 Q. What about on the third and fourth page? 12 Q. And Page 97
13 A. Reading Senior High School AYP status for 13 A. That was the dropout percentage. So on the
14 '11/12 and the School Performance Profile for '12/13, 14 left -- in the blue you have I-LEAD Charter School, and in
15 '13/14,"14/15. 15 the orange you have Reading Senior High School.
16 it shows the ELA, Math, Science 16 Q. Thank you. if you could turn to School
17 proficiencies for those three years. Next two show the 17  District Exhibit No. 8.
18 Closing the Achievement Gap of all students, also of those 18 A. (Witness complies.)
19 historically underperforming. The last page discusses 19 Yep.
20 PVAAS, gradudtion, dropout, SAT, and Advanced Placement. | 20 Q. What is included within School District
21 Q. Turning you back to the third page, please, 21  Exhibit No. 8?
22 inthe '14/15 column should there be a change there 22 A. These are all the school districts within
23 regarding the Federal designation for Reading Senior High 23 Berks County, and it shows the SPP score for every high
24 School? 24 school in Berks County.
25 A. Yes. It should be reward, high progress 25 Q. And for what year?
535 537
1 again. 1 A. This is for the '13/14 school year.
2 Q. What is referenced on Page 5? 2 Q. From where was this data obtained?
3 A. On Page 5 i's an ELA comparison for 3 A. Department of Education on the SPP profile
4 literature for I-LEAD Charter School and Reading Senior 4 website.
5 High School. 5 Q. And in terms of where |-LEAD Charter
6 Q. Again, | apologize because these are not in 6 School's score talls among the continuum of high schools
7 color in the various books. Which column is which? 7 here in Berks County, can you speak to that?
8 A. On the left-hand side you have I-LEAD 8 A, Their score at a 33.5 that year was the
9 Charter School, on the right-hand side you have Reading 9 lowest score in Berks County.
10 Senior High School. 10 Q. Turn to School District No. 9, please.
11 Q. So in what we have projected, what do the 11 A. (Witness complies.)
12 different colors designate? 12 Q. What information is conveyed in School
13 A. Blue is I-LEAD. Orange is Reading Senior 13 District 97
14 High School. | believe that's blue or purple, one of the 14 A. This is the list of all Berks County high
15  iwo. 15 schools and the '14/15 SPP profile scores for all -- |
16 Q. And on the next page can you describe what's | 16  believe it's '15/16 high schools, and also it has them in
17 shown there? 17 rank order by score.
18 A. Blue is I-LEAD Charter School. Orange is 18 Q. From where was the information obtained for
19 Reading Senior High School. 19 this document?
20 Q. And what -- 20 A. The School Performance Profile which was
21 A. And that is the Math, Algebra 1 proficiency 21 located on the PDE website.
22 comparison, 22 Q. And did you access the profile score for
23 Q. Page 77 23 each of these high schools?
24 A. Science, Biology proficiency comparison. 24 A. Correct.
25 You have the blue is I-LEAD Charter School, the orange is 25 Q. Where does I-LEAD Charter School's score
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1 fallin the continuum of the Berks County high schools? 1 categories that are reflected in Paragraph 15, do you
2 A. They are the lowest performing school in 2 understand the differences --
3 Berks County. 3 A. No.
4 Q. Have you reviewed the Amendment Request that | 4 Q. -- within those courses?
5 wasfiled by I-LEAD with the School District? 5 A. No.
6 A. Yes. 6 Q. You were here last week when Dr. Bohan
7 Q. And have you turned fo it, which is Joint 7 testified?
8 Exhibit No. 1 of the binder? 8 A. Correct.
9 A. (Witness complies.) 9 Q. Based upon his testimony, did he provide any
10 Q. If you could turn to Paragraph 14. 10 additional clarity to you regarding the differences in
11 A. (Witness complies.) 11 those courses?
12 Okay. 12 A. No.
13 Q. The second sentence in Paragraph 14, do you 13 Q. What would you need to see in order to
14 see that there? 14 detemmine the differences in those courses?
15 A. Yes. 15 A. A Course of Studies Book that outlines
16 Q. It starts with Accordingly. 16 specifically Readiness for Keystone Mathematics, Language
17 A, Yes. 17 Ads and Science. In the Course of Studies Book, Beginning
18 Q. Canyou read that to yourself -- or, 18 Keystone Courses, Algebra 1, Language Arts 1 and Algebra 1
19 actually, read it into the record and then give me your 19 and 2, Language Arls 1 and 2 and Biology 1a, specifically
20 reaction to that statement. 20 inthe Course of Studies Book what that course is, what's
21 A. Accordingly, the Charter School seeks an 21 the scope and sequence, and the curriculum for each course.
22 academic performance standard that allows the Charter 22 And the Full Keystone course Algebra 1,
23 School some time to remediate its students’ educational 23 World Lit, American Lit, and Biology, specifically in the
24 deficiencies and ready those students for standardized 24 Course of Studies Book, what Is the course, what's the
25 testing. 25 curriculum and, specifically, I'm going to assume in the
539 541
1 Q. When you read that sentence, did you have a 1 COS Book you would have that those kids are taking the
2 reaction to that sentence? 2 Keystone exam at the completion of that course.
3 A. Yes. 3 Q. Based upon what you heard last week and what
4 Q. What was your reaction? 4 you'veread in the amendment request, can you ascertain
5 A. My reaction was | think myself and every 5 whetherthe Charter School would be in compliance with
6 other high school principal in Berks County would love 6 Chapter 4 related to the course structure and when students
7 students who need more time to try and remediate them 7 would take the Keystone exam?
8 before standardized testing. 8 A. No.
9 Q. And why do you say that? 9 MR. STACEY: Objection. Asking for a
10 A. Because all of us have students who are 10 legal conclusion.
11 bringing some concerns to the table from an academic 11 HEARING OFFICER: | don't believe this
12 standpoint. And all of us would love to get to a point 12 witness is qualified to give a legal conclusion. And if
13 where we could have more students who would test proficient 13 he does, you know -- but he is a professional educator,
14  or advanced, but at the end of the day, we're all playing 14  soif he wants o offer an opinion as a professional
15 under the same system. 15 educator, Il allowit.
16 So itis up to us, as high school 16 THE WITNESS: Based on -- can you
17 principals, to figure out how we develop a system in terms 17 actually repeat the question?2
18 of remediating students so that they are prepared for their 18 MS. PETERSEN: Can you read it back?
19 Keystone exam by, worse case scenario, their 11th grade 19 (The Reporter read back the referred-to
20 school year. 20 testimony.)
21 Q. If you could read or look at Paragraphs 15 21 BY MS. PETERSEN:
22 and 16, have you reviewed those paragraphs before coming 22 Q. Mr. Turman, based upon your recollection of
23 here today? 23  Dr. Bohan's testimony and your reading of the Amendment
24 A. Yes. 24 Request, in your opinion, can you ascertain whether the
25 Q. And in terms of the different course 25 Charter School would be in compliance with Chapter 4 in
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1 terms of when it would be testing students and whether the 1  Blue Mountain, and then you had to jump through all these
2 course structure is in compliance with Chapter 4? 2 hoops to get the kid's score.
3 A. No, | could not give -- | would not know 3 $0 now you -- as long as you have the
4 whether or not they are in compliance. It doesn't seem to 4 student's PA Secure ID, once you put that in the system and
5 me that they are based on the fact of just taking his 5 once that's pulled for your building, i'll give you all of
6 testimony and reading this and without having a core 6 their testing data.
7 sequence here, | could take a Readiness for Keystone course 7 So in October we pull the Feeder Report for
8 or a Beginning Keystone course as an 11th grade student, 8 every student in 11th grade. So, once again, as |
9 and then are you testing a student as a Senior? if the 9 testified earlier, it'll give us a report of a score on a
10 student wouldn't pass as a Senior, what remediation is 10 student who was at another high school.
11 given to him as he graduates. 11 And it'll give us whether or not that
12 So since there really is no course of study 12 student was proficient, advanced, basic, below basic. So
13 interms of grade level or any information here, | could 13 then we know specifically at that point in fime how we need
14 not say that they are compliant with Chapter 4, stating 14 to either remediate or move that kid into a different
15 that all students will be taking the Keystone exam and 15 class.
16 making at least one attempt by the end of their 11th grade 16 Q. Does it matter where the student went to
17  year. 17  school before you access that Feeder Report?
18 Q. If you would turn the page to Paragraph 17, 18 A. No. As long as they have a score from
19 have you reviewed the entirety of Paragraph 17 before 19 anywhere in Pennsylvania and they have a PA Secure ID, that
20 today? 20 PA Secure ID Is linked to their score.
21 A. Yes. 21 Q. If a student enrolled in Reading Senior High
22 Q. After hearing Dr. Bohan's testimony about 22 School from I-LEAD Charter School and had taken the
23 the goals associated with the different courses, do you 23 Keystone exam at I-LEAD Charter School, would you as the --
24 have any concerns about the goals that are being proposed 24 and then that student gets enrolled in Reading Senior High
25 by the Charter School? 25 School, would you, as the High School Principal, be able to
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1 A. Yes. In looking at 5 percent per year, the 1 access a Feeder Report that showed that student's score on
2 term of their time at the Charter, also, if | recall the 2 the Keystone exam that they took while at I-LEAD?
3 testimony correctly, it was based on whether or not the 3 A. Yes.
4 studentimproves. So there were specific questions in 4 Q. Did you understand why Dr. Bohan would not
5 terms of what marks improvement, so if | get 15 questions 5 have been able to access the Feeder Reports for students?
6 correct on the pre-test, if | get 16 on the post test, 6 A. No. And | can't speak to if a Charter
7 that's enough for improvement, but that speaks nothing to 7 School is different than a regular high school, but | would
8 in terms of whether or not a kid is actuaily ready and 8 see noreason if he doesn't have -- if he has their PA
9 prepared for the Keystone exam. 9 Secure ID, | see no reason why he should not be able to get
10 So if | answer seven questions -- seven out 10 their score.
11 of 30 correct now, and then on the post | answer eight, 11 MS. PETERSEN: That's all | have on direct.
12  does that mean that | am now ready to take a Keystone exam | 12 HEARING OFFICER: Cross-examine.
13 in ayear ortwo. So based on from what | recall of the 13 MR. STACEY: | need about five minutes.
14 testimony and looking at No. 17 here, it doesn't make sense 14 HEARING OFFICER; We'll take a
15 to me in terms of how these would be any performance goals | 15 five-minute recess and come back for cross-exanination.
16 as a district we would support. 16 {Short recess was taken.)
17 Q. Did you hear Dr. Bohan's testimony about his 17 HEARING OFFICER: We'll go back on the
18 ability to access Feeder Reports for students from the 18 record. Mr. Stacey, you may proceed with your
19 State? 19 cross-examnation of the witness.
20 A. Yes. 20 BY MR. STACEY:
21 Q. What is a Feeder Report? 21 Q. Good afternoon, Mr. Turman.
22 A. A Feeder Report gives you an opportunity, 22 A. Good afternoon.
23 no matter where a kid takes the PSSA or Keystone 23 Q. You stated that you were the Director of
24 assessment, for you to get his score. There were a lot of 24 Elementary Education for the Reading School District?
25 issues years ago where a kid would take the assessment in 25 A. Correct.
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1 Q. That was about four and a half years? 1 twoyears?

2 A. Correct. 2 A. Correct.

3 Q. Which years was that? 3 Q. And then after the second year, you would

4 A. 2007/08, | believe | started, up until, | 4 take the Algebra 1 Keystone?

5 believe, the '10/11 school year. 5 A. Cortrect, after Mod B.

6 Q. Then where did you go after that? 6 Q. And you were present for Dr. Bohan's

7 A. | was transferred to become the Principal 7 testimony?

8 of Reading Senior High School. 8 A. Correct.

9 Q. During that time are you aware of any 9 Q. Do you recall him testifying that one of the
10 investigation by the Department of Education into the PSSA 10 approaches that's outlined in the amendment is to do just
11 scores of the Reading School District schools? 11 that?

12 MS. PETERSEN: Objection. Relevance. 12 A. Conrect.
13 MR. STACEY: This has direct bearing on 13 Q. $o that is something that Reading School
14  the integrity of the scores in the District to which 14 District does?
15 |-LEAD Charter School is being compared. 15 A. Correct, over their 9th and 10th grade
16 HEARING OFFICER: Again, I've sort of 16 year, but it does not stretch into 11th grade.
17 allowed a liberal line of questioning for both of you. 17 Q. And in your view, that's compliant with
18 I've alliowed both Counsel a fairly liberal standard in 18 Chapter 4?
19 asking questions, and we'll be sifting through a lot of 19 A. Correct, because at the end of Chapter 4 is
20 information at the end of that, so for now ['l allow it. 20 very specific. You must take the assessment at the course
21 THE WITNESS: [f | recall, there were a 21 compiletion, at the end of a course. If the end of the
22 couple of elementary schools that there was some 22 course is 10th grade, so be it, that's when the kids take
23 questions on erasure marks. 23 the assessment.
24 BY MR. STACEY: 24 Q. Do you know whether Chapter 4 requires that
25 Q. To your knowledge, it was only elementary 25 all students aftain proficiency on standardized tests?
547 549

1 schools? 1 A. If a student is not proficient on any of

2 A. To my knowledge, yes. 2 the Keystone exams, they were to take and do their Senior

3 Q. It didn't include middle schools? 3 year for the Class of 2017 a project-based assessment,

4 A. No, to my knowledge. | was Director of 4 Q. And you're saying Chapter 4 requires to

5 Elementary, so that really was my focus. | was only 5 either take and pass the Keystone or take the project-based

6 Secondary for a semester. 6 assessment?

7 Q. So you're not aware of any type of school, 7 A. Correct, for the Class of 2017.

8 other than an elementary school, that might have been 8 Q. So for the Class of 2017, Chapter 4 does not

9 included in the investigation? 9 require that all students pass the Keystone exam?

10 A. | don't even know which schools they were 10 A. For the Ciass of 2016 or '17?

11 atthis point. I'm six, seven years removed from it. 11 Q. Did I say '16?

12 Q. Do you know the years that were at issue? 12 A. You said '17.

13 A. Honestly, | can't remember. 13 Q. | appreciate the attention to detail. For
14 Q. You testified about Algebra 1 at Reading 14  the Class of 2017 --

15  Senior High School being broken into Mod A and Mod B. Can | 15 A. Correct.

16  you explain that a littie bit? 16 Q. -- in your view, does Chapter 4 require a
17 A. Yeah, you take the Algebra 1 course. And 17 score of proficient or better on the Keystone exam?

18 in the Algebra 1 assessment there's a Mod A and there's a 18 A. For 2017, yes. As of right now, no. There
19 Mod B. So there are students who are at the Reading 19 Is something that's potentially going fo be passed to put
20 Intermediate High School in 9th grade who are taking the 20 that off for two years, but for the Class of 2017, which is
21 first half of the Aigebra 1 course. Then they're taking 21 my current Juniors, if this bill is not passed, next year

22 the second half of the Algebra 1 course in 10th grade at 22 they will have to do a project-based assessment for the
23 the Senior High School and which they would test at the end 23 Class of 2017.

24 ofthat year. 24 Q. Is a school out of compliance with Chapter 4
25 Q. So you would break the Algebra 1 course into 25 it they haven't shown growth in their PVAAS scores?
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1 A. No. 1 Q. And there's a reduction each year?
2 Q. You stated that you can't speak to whether 2 A. Correct.
3 accessing Feeder Reports is different at a Charter School? 3 Q. And the reduction from '12/13 10 '13/14 is
4 A. Correct. 4 nearly 50 percentage poinis?
5 Q. So you don't actually know whether Dr. 5 A. Say that one more time. '12/13?
6 Bohan's testimony is incorrect in that regard? 6 Q. Yeah, that 86 percent in '12/13 to about
7 A. No, | don't. 7 39 percentin'13/14?
8 Q. You've never actually tried to do that on 8 A. Correct.
9 behalf of a Charter School? 9 Q. That's about a 50 percentage point
10 A. No, | have not. 10 reduction?
11 Q. Turn to School District Exhibit 1. 11 A. Correct.
12 A. (Witness complies.) 12 Q. So in nearly ali of these areas the academic
13 Q. Can | have you turn to Page 5. 13 performance of I-LEAD, as measured in this document, is
14 A. (Witness complies.) 14 improving?
15 Q. The blue lines represent |-LEAD Charter 15 A. Correct.
16 School; correct? 16 Q. The numbers go up?
17 A. Correct. 17 A. The numbers go up. Yes.
18 Q. And these are their first four years of 18 Q. And in terms of Cohort Graduation Rate the
19 existence? 19 numbers are going down?
20 A. Correct. 20 A. Cohort Graduation --
21 Q. Am | correct that the number for proficiency 21 Q. Page 9.
22 inthe blue line goes up every single year? 22 A. Do you mean the drop-out percentage,
23 A. Correct. 23 dropovutrate?
24 Q. Can | have you turn the page? 24 Q. It says Dropout Rate at the top.
25 A. (Witness complies.) 25 A. Right. That's correct.
551 553
1 Q. Blue lines again represent |-LEAD Charter 1 Q. And you would agree that a reduction in the
2 School; correct? 2 dropout rate is a good thing?
3 A. Correct. 3 A. Sure,
4 Q. With the exception of '12/13 to '13/14, do 4 Q. That's the direction you want fo head in?
5 the blue lines go up every year? 5 A. Correct.
6 A. With that exception, yes. 6 Q. You arrived at Reading -- your first full
7 Q. Turn the page, please. 7 year at Reading High School was the '11/12 school year. Is
8 A. (Witness complies.) 8 that correct?
9 Q. Are |I-LEAD Charter School's -- I'm sorry, 9 A. Correct.
10 are you there, Science, Biology at the top? 10 Q. You testified today that the State has gone
11 A. Um-hum. 11 away from AYP.
12 Q. Same thing for this year, are the scores 12 A. Correct.
13 improving each year? 13 Q. | don't recall if you explained that. Can
14 A. Correct. 14  you briefly explain that?
15 Q. The next page, Cohort Graduation Rate, am | | 15 A. Annual Yearly Progress where it was based
16 cormrect that you testified you didn't know why there wasn't 186 on the 11th grade -- one 11th grade assessment, which was
17 data for the first year? 17 the PSSA.
18 A. Correct. 18 Q. So the State has moved away from AYP?
19 Q. But during the second year it was 19 A. Correct.
20 18.33 percent and then increased after that? 20 Q. And if's no longer used as a basis for
21 A. Correct. 21 measuring the performance of a school --
22 Q. Next page, Dropout Rate, am | correct that 22 A. Correct.
23 the dropout rate has decreased from a reported 86 percent | 23 Q -- or a school district?
24 in2013t0 23.19 percent in '14/157? 24 A. Correct.
25 A. Correct. 25 Q When you arrived at Reading Senior High
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1 Schoolin'11/12, do you recall the AYP status? 1 District?
2 A. We were in, | believe, Schoo! Improvement 2 A. Yes.
3 2, somewhere around there. 3 Q. And right below it has the AYP status?
4 Q. How does the school get into School 4 A. Correct,
5 Improvement 2? 5 Q. What's the AYP status?
6 A. It was their academic data. AYPwas a 6 A. Corrective Action to Sixth Year.
7 litle bit different back then, so it was based on you had 7 Q. So it was in the sixth year of Corrective
8 provisions in there to make Safe Harbor, so you were 8 Action2?
9 supposed to make a 10 percent decrease in your bottom 9 A. Correct.
10 population in terms of the State recognizing that you were 10 Q. And that's different from School Improvement
11 making some improvement. 11 2 which you just testified about?
12 Q. In addition to Safe Harbor, there was 12 A. Correct.
13 additional ways you could make AYP. Is that correct? 13 Q. Is that a lower designation?
14 A. Yes. 14 A. Yes.
15 Q. You could meet the State targets, for 15 Q. And so Reading School District must have
16 example? 16 failed to make AYP even more than Reading Senior High
17 A. Correct. Absolutely. 17 School failed to make AYP?
18 Q. You could make AYP by meeting it within a 18 A. That's correct.
19 contident interval? 19 Q. If they're in their sixth year of Corrective
20 A. Correct. 20 Action 2, that means the District must have failed to make
21 Q. And for Reading Senior High School to get fo 21 AYP for six years in a row?
22  School Improvement 2, that means it had to fail to make AYP | 22 A. Not necessarily. It could have been a
23 multiple years in a row? 23 longer stretch than that. Say, for example, year 5 they
24 A. Correct. 24 were Corrective Action 1, met some targets, then you sort
25 Q. About how many years? 25 of getin a holding pattern where you're a school district
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1 A. it's hard. It could have been -- 1 that's making progress, so you really don't have a
2 Q. More than one? 2 designation for a year. But say the next year you don't
3 A. Yes. 3 meet the target, then you would go right back to the next
4 Q. More than two? 4 level.
5 A. Yeah. | can't predate much of what | did 5 So that doesn't mean that it was six years
6 before | got there, so.... 6 concurrently. It just means that they're at their sixth
7 Q. Right before AYP went away, do you recall 7 year, but there could have been times where they made
8 what the District's AYP status was? 8 progress or did not. So without having their history, |
9 A. No, not offhand, because at that point in 9 can't answer that accurately.
10 time | was at the high school. 10 Q. Can you turn to School District Exhibit 2,
11 MR, STACEY: May | approach? 11 please.
12 HEARING OFFICER: Can you show, Allison? 12 A. (Witness complies.)
13 (Attorney Stacey complies.) 13 Q. Can you go to the numbered Page 4?7
14 BY MR. STACEY: 14 A. (Witness complies.)
15 Q. I'm showing the witness an excerpt from 15 Q. Does this page contain the credit
16  School District Report Card. Do you know who prepares that | 16 requirements for promotion to the next grade in the high
17 document? 17 school grades?
18 A. Pennsylvania Department of Education. 18 A. Correct.
19 Q. Do you know what school year that 19 Q. What are those requirements?
20 represenis? 20 A. 10th grade is five, 11th grade is 11, Grade
21 A. That is the '11/12 school year. 21 12is17.
22 Q. And that's the year you began as Principal 22 Q. So that means to get into Grade 10 you need
23 of Reading Senior High School? 23 five credits?
24 A. Correct. 24 A. Correct,
25 Q. And up at the top it says Reading School 25 Q. Are there students who come to Reading High
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1 School from the Citadel with less than five credits? 1 70 percent will take some part of all three.
2 A. Absolutely. 2 Q. We're just talking about the 9R?
3 Q. So they're enrolled in Reading Senior High 3 A. 9R's, correct.
4 School? 4 Q. And | apologize if | already asked. How
5 A. Yes. 5 many 9R students are there?
6 Q. Are they in Grade 10? 6 A. Roughly 200. Like | said, every year is
7 A. We call them 9R students. So they're 9th 7 different.
8 grade repeater students. We did not want -- the decision 8 Q. So how many credits are required to move to
9 was made when the Citadel or the Reading intermediate High | 9 Grade 11?
10 School started that we were not going to leave kids at 10 A. Grade 11 you need to have 11 credits.
11 Reading Intermediate High School for years. 11 Q. So what happens if you don't have 11
12 So a decision was made we would still move 12  credits?
13 them to the high school, but they're still in 9th grade. 13 A. Then you become what we call a 10R student.
14 They're separated from everyone else. So they don't share 14 Q. And you're counted as being in what grade?
15 the same classes core-wise. Electives, yes, PE, yes, but 15 A. 10th grade technically. The 9R and 10R are
16 from a core standpoint, these students are separated. So 16 really just a designation because you're -- really, from
17 they are a 9R group of students. 17  our system is you know these kids at the end of the day --
18 Q. Reading Senior High School only serves 18 you need 23 credits to walk out of the door. 9R, 10R, 10th
19 Grades 10, 11 and 12. 19 grade, 11th grade, 12th grade, you got to have 23. So 9R
20 A. Correct. 20 and 10 is really just a designation.
21 Q. So these students aren't in Grade 10? 21 So | can move a kid to his Senior year. |
22 A. They don't have enough credits o be a 10th 22 can take him and say you're going to be a Senior, but you
23 grader. 23 need 23 credits to get out the door. So the 9R and 10R is
24 Q. And they're no longer in 9th grade? 24 really just a designation, and if's really how we schedule
25 A. Correct. 25 kids.
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1 Q. How many of those students are there? 1 We iry, to the best of our ability, to
2 A. Roughly up to 200. it varies from year to 2 provide this type of student as much remediation as
3 vyear. 3 possible, as much resources and support, which is why we
4 Q. Are they counted in your total enroliment 4 have a Success Academy on the 4th floor separating them.
5 for Reading Senior High? 5 We know who they are, where they are, where they're
6 A. Yes, absolutely. 6 supposed to be, what classes they're supposed to be in, so
7 Q. Do they take the Keystone exams? 7 we can try and provide these kids the amount of support to
8 A. Yes, at the completion of the course just 8 getthem back on grade level.
9 like everyone else. 9 But the 9R and 10R really Is just a
10 Q. How many 9R students take Keystone courses? | 10 designation because no kid walks out of that high schooi
11 A. You're going to have to go by course. And 11 without 23 credits and receives a diploma.
12 | don't want to generalize them and put them in a box 12 Q. | think you said there's a 9R, a 10R and a
13 together. 13 12R?
14 From a standpoint of Literature, it's 14 A. Correct.
15 probably less because you have more within a 9th grade 15 Q. Why is there no 11R?
16 Lliterature course. From the standpoint of Algebraq, it 16 A. Because there's really no need for it. If
17 depends on where they're at. Are they in Algebra 1b orin 17 akid has between 11 and 17 credits, that student is just
18 the straight Algebra 1 course? If they're in either one, 18 an 11th grade student. The only reason we put students as
19 they'li take the assessment at the end of the course. If 19 12Ris, once again, | just want to separate those kids from
20 they are in Biology that year, they will take the 20 everyone else.
21 assessment at the end of the course. 21 It's who they are, where they are, how do
22 | can't quantify and give you a number on 22 you getto them, where are they at, where is their
23 that because you're talking about three different 23 progress, and what you're doing is selling to the kid and
24 assessments. So if | have to give you a percentage or a 24 the family you're probably not going to graduate in June,
25 round number, you're probably talking roughly 65 to 25 but we can talk about August.
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1 And for the type of kid we're talking about 1 make sure they get their diploma by the end of their
2 here who's working, who's pregnant, and ali these other 2 graduating class because after that point, it becomes that
3 things that they're bringing fo the table, just seeing that 3 much harder to get them to a diploma.
4 light at the end of the tunnel that, hey, | can get out of 4 Q. Was any of that data submitted with the
5 here in August, it's going to take me a full year and a 5 School District's exhibits in this case, do you know?
6 couple of classes over the summer is enough to sort of get 6 A. In terms of?
7 these kids through. 7 Q. In terms of what you're saying in support
8 So it's really just a designation. 1 just 8 for the four-year graduation cohort being superior fo other
9 putalabel on them so | know who they are, so when | print 9 graduation cohorts,
10 arepor, | want a report from eSchool on every 12R kid, 10 MS. PETERSEN: 'm going {o object to the
11 within one minute | can have 80 kids and | can see all 11 characterization.
12 their progress. 12 HEARING OFFICER: | think the question
13 Q. So these kids are separated and on the 4th 13 s, is there any data that's been submitted as in
14  floor? 14 evidence that supports the witness's testimony.
15 A. The 9R's and 10R’s are on the 4th floor. 15 THE WITNESS: Okay. No. No.
16 The 12R's we actually moved down with seniors this year to 16  BY MR. STACEY:
17 try and give a different -- a little bit of a different 17 Q. $o you said you talk with parents about
18 approach. 18 maybe we can graduate in August?
19 Q. Are there students with IEP's in the R 19 A. Correct.
20 designation? 20 Q. And that's for the 12R's?
21 A. Sure. 21 A. 12R students.
22 Q. Do you know how many? 22 Q. But for most of your students, foo?
23 A. Not offhand. 23 A. Pardon me?
24 Q. So there's about 200 kids in 9R? 24 Q. Strike that. Don't worry about that. If a
25 A. Correct. 25 student graduates in August, are they still counted as
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1 Q. But you don't know how many kids with IEP's? 1 graduating on time?
2 A. Not offhand. 2 A. Correct.
3 Q. And you don't know about 10R? 3 Q. And so if the majority of the class walks in
4 A. In terms of how many students have an IEP? 4 June, some kids graduate in August, they're still counted
5 Q. Correct. 5 as essentially graduating with that same class?
6 A. No. 6 A. Correct. Absolutely.
7 Q. So the 10R kids take Keystones, too? 7 Q. Let's take the last school year, '14/15, of
8 A. Everyone takes the Keystone at the 8 your 12th grade students, about how many graduated in June?
9 completion of the course or when they're at least making 9 A. We had approximately between 70 and 80
10 one attempt before they get info 11th grade. It doesn't 10 graduate in June.
11  matter who itis. 11 Q. 70 and 80 percent?
12 Q. | believe when you testified about the 12 A. No, no, no, students, not percent.
13 12R's, you said that it was, quote, critical in getling 13 Q. And how many graduated in Augusi?
14  kids out of high school in four years. 14 A. 753 -- I'm sonry. August?
15 A. Correct. 15 Q. Yes.
16 Q. Why is that critical? 16 A. Let me backtrack.
17 A. Because there's data to support fifth, 17 Q. It back up.
18 sixth year students that when they get to that status, they 18 A. Backtrack and ask your question. 1think |
19 don't graduate. So there's a reason PDE has put in the 19 answered the wrong direction. Did you say in June?
20 four year cohort graduation because there's definitely data 20 Q. How many 12th students had 23 credits and,
21 to support, once you extend past the fourth year, it now 21 therefore, graduated in June of 20157
22 becomes a crisis for some kids in terms of gefting them a 22 A. In June. Okay. It was 753.
23 diploma. 23 Q. And then how many students graduated in
24 So it's really important and incumbent upon 24 Avugust?
25 usto try and figure out a system to support the student to 25 A. It was roughly between 70 and 80.
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1 Q. So all told, you graduated about 830 kids, 1 A. Correct.
2 give or take? 2 Q. Is it the only data you can look at fo see
3 A. Correct. 3 where akid's at?
4 Q. And those were all counted as graduating in 4 A. Absolutely not.
5 20157 5 Q. Because they only have to attempt the
6 A. Correct. And ! think, just to make sure | 6 Keystone once?
7 understand accurately, are we talking about what's 7 A. Correct.
8 reflected on the SPP profile for Reading Senior High 8 Q. So are you familiar with PDE's classroom
9 School? 9 diagnostic tools?
10 Q. I'm just asking the question. Does the SPP 10 A. Correct. Yes.
11 reflect something different? 11 Q. Is that a test that can be administered by
12 A. Here's SPP for graduation. SPP for 12 schools to diagnose where a student might have weaknesses
13 graduation is a year behind. So the numbers I'm giving you 13 in their learning?
14 were actually the graduating class of ‘14 because that's 14 A. Correct.
15- reflected in your '15 profile. So | was assuming you were 15 Q. Is that used at Reading Senior High School?
16 reflecting on the 71 percent that was reflected on the SPP 16 A. We used it in the past. We have only used
17 profile. Those are the numbers to go with that SPP 17 it for a select group of students this year. The concern
18 profile. 18 we have had with classroom diagnostic testing is two parts.
19 The SPP profile and the percentage of 19 No. 1, it does not serve as a benchmark, so you really
20 graduating class for the '15 school year won't be reflected 20 don't know where a kid's at.
21 until next year's SPP profile. 21 No. 2, it's the time. ltredlly is a
22 Q. $o you said there was a 71 percent rate 22 two-day assessment. The problem we had at the high school
23 reported? 23  with administering the exam is by the time we did a CDT on
24 A. Correct, and that was the '13/14 school 24 every student, it was time to do the next round. So asa
25 vyearreflected in this year's SPP. 25 classroom teacher, you really didn't even have enough time
567 569
1 Q. So when you said 750, you meant June, 20147 1 to take the data, and after you got the data, what am |
2 A. Correct. 2 going to do with it. Because that's the most imporant
3 Q. And 80 in August, 2014? 3 piece.
4 A. Correct. 4 You can look at data all day long. If you
5 Q. So those 830 students, those formed the 5 don't do anything different with your instruction, it
6 71 percent? 6 doesn't matter. So that didn't make any sense for the
7 A. Correct, for this year's School Performance 7 direction we were going. We only had two labs. Sowe
8 Profile. 8 really didn't really have enough time to CDT every kid, and
9 Q. You stated on average 10 to 15 percent of 9 at that point in time make that assessment part in terms of
10 incoming students have passed the Keystone? 10 how we're going to change insiruction.
11 A. Coming from the Intermediate High School, | 11 Tried something different this year, sort
12 believe that was the testimony earlier. 12 of a tier model where everybody was doing Study Island, and
13 Q. Do you recall whether that was a particular 13 then teachers will select which kids that they wanted to do
14 Keystone exam or that was just a general statement? 14 the CDT. So far so good. It's working out a little bit
15 A. That's if it's incoming, it's all Algebra. 15 better.
16 There's a small percentage of students who take Biology at 16 Q. What's the criteria a teacher selecting
17 the Reading Intermediate High School in 9th grade, very 17 whether a student should take the CDT?
18 small percentage. 18 A. If you look after two assessments and
19 Q. Is there any data in evidence that would 19 you're seeing a kid that's below basic and you have some
20 give us that exact number? 20 concerns, at that point in time you can put a ficket in and
21 A. Not that's reflected in what we've given 21  we can create a session for a student to take the CDT.
22 you. No. 22 Q. When you get CDT dataq, is it helpful?
23 Q. You testified a lot about your use of 23 A. Yes.
24 Keystone data. | believe you said the Keystone exam is the 24 Q. You mentioned Study Island.
25 best data to see where a kid is at. 25 A. Correct.
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1 Q. And that was just implemented this year? 1 If that student is enrolled in school that
2 A. Correct. 2 entire time, that entire block of PVAAS goes to that
3 Q. And that's a benchmark test? 3 teacher. If that student drops, and let's say he droops
4 A. Correct. 4 fortwo or three months, that teacher is then only
5 Q. And you administer that multiple times? 5 responsible for the amount of time that student was on the
6 A. Correct. 6 rolls.
7 Q. And that gives you good dataq, too. 7 So from a teacher accountability
8 A. It does. It gives good data. 8 standpoint, that in and out can affect their PVAAS. From a
9 Q. You stated that your total enroliment 9 school accountability point, the kid takes the assessment,
10 fluctuates between 3,000 and 3500 kids? 10 it goes directly to the school.
11 A. Correct. 11 Q. And you're saying for accountability
12 Q. And then you stated 2,000 -- about 2,000 12 purposes, that student's Keystone score is attributed to
13 transfer in or transfer -- 13 Reading Senior High School?
14 A. Correct. 14 A. Correct.
15 Q. Can you break those numbers down for me? 15 Q. And it forms part of the basis of the School
16 How many kids transfer out per year? 16 Performance Profile?
17 A. If you're talking about a drop, where a 17 A. Correct,
18 student drops for non-attendance and you're talking about 18 Q. How many students are -- and I'll give a
19 students who transfer to another LEA, this is me 19 specific grade -- from 10th grade o 11th grade, how many
20 ballparking it, probably about 1200. The majority of those 20 students are retained in the 10th grade?
21 are the drops and those who are transferring to either 21 A. In 10th grade, roughly probably about
22 |I-LEAD or another school or even out of the country. 22 15 percent, ballpark. When we do our numbers from 10th to
23 Q. Do you know the split between drops and 23 11th grade, it's probably about 15 percent.
24 transterring to another school? 24 Q. And then what about 11th to 12th?
25 A. Probably about 60/40. 60 percent would be 25 A. it gets less, probably about § percent.
571 573
1 drops for non-attendance. 40 percent would be transferring 1 Q. You testified that in your estimation about
2 to another school. 2 80 percent of students coming into Reading Senior High
3 Q. So say about 700 kids dropped? 3 School weren't on grade level in Reading, and you testified
4 A. Correct. And with those drops, out of the 4 about 80 to 90 percent weren't on grade level in Math. Is
5 700 drops, some of them could be multiple times where I've 5 there any data and evidence that would support that?
6 dropped two or three times in the course of a school year. 6 A. No. I'm just going based on the nhumbers
7 Q. What's the criteria for a drop? 7 that | get from Reading intermediate High School which is
8 A. Ten days of an extended absence. So after 8 available for anyone to look at.
9 the tenth day, a student is dropped from the rolls. 9 Q. You said it's available for everyone tfo look
10 Q. Ten days consecutive? 10 aft?
11 A. Correct. 11 A. Correct. So anyone could go on and see the
12 Q. If a student is dropped and then shows back 12 percentage of students who, PSSA-wise in 8th grade for even
13 up and takes the Keystone exam, is his score attributed fo 13 Algebra 1 and how well their students faired.
14 Reading Senior High School? 14 Q. So you're saying if a student doesn't pass
15 A. Absolutely. 15 the PSSA, he or she is probably not on grade level?
16 Q. It is? 16 A. Correct.
17 A. Yes. Now, there's two components with 17 Q. But it's not based on something like a
18 that, and I'll explain, is you have the PVAAS portion which 18 lexile score?
19 is tied to the classroom teacher, and you have the 19 A. No. We have -- once again, that's a whole
20 performance which is tied to the school. $o, for example, 20 different set of the SRI system, which | explained a little
21 I'm an 11th grade student and | drop for two or three 21 earlier, and that's only for those students gthat are
22 months. |resurface. That teacher's reporting piece for 22 taking their Read 180 program there.
23 PVAAS will shrink where there's a starting point in August 23 Q. You testified about the Red Knight Learning
24 and it goes until April, which is here's the block of, say, 24 Academy.
25 150 days from the time they enroll to here. 25 A, Yes.

572

574

39 of 102 sheets

Page 571 to 574 of 678




1 Q. Is that the same thing or is that different 1 A. Correct.
2 than 9 and 10R? 2 Q. Do you know when 1t first began?
3 A. That's totally different. 3 A. I'm going to say two years ago.
4 Q. Totally different. How is it different? 4 Q. About how many kids in the '14/15 school
5 A. Well, you're in that Learning Academy, as | 5 year began the school year at Reading Senior High School
6 explained earlier, there's two components to it. The first 6 but went overto BOL?
7 component is those who are over age. So I'm now a student, 7 A. 15, 20, not many. For Reading Senior High
8 I'm 18years old, I'm under-credited. We are now willing 8 School, | can't speak about the other schools.
9 to give them sont of a different schedule where those 9 Q. What about the years prior, any idea?
10 students come into school at 1:25, and they leave at 6:30. 10 A. There has only been two years, so anything
11 And they are on ingenvity [sic], working -- 11 prior to that, | have -- there was no program. Obviously,
12 do coursework with ail certified teachers, who are helping 12 there's a lot of cyber charter programs out there. So |
13 the students and assisting and facilitating with 13 can't give you any numbers and who's in Achievement House
14 specifically the coursework that they need to do. 14 or any other charter school -- cyber charter that's out
15 Q. You said ingenvuity. Do you mean Edgenuity? 15 there.
16 A. Edgenuity, I'm sorry. 16 Q. But BOL is not a cyber charter school?
17 Q. What is that? 17 A. It is.
18 A. That is something we've contracted with the 18 Q. It is a cyber charter school?
19  Berks County IU to provide internet-based curriculum to 19 A. Correct. And it's run by the U in
20 students for our BOL program, which is something 20 connection with the Reading School District. So basically
21 district-wide. That's just a cyber program for the 21 it's your own in-house cyber program.
22 district, and also for course recovery for our students at 22 Q. So it's an U program?
23 the high school. 23 A. Correct.
24 Q. When you say BOL program, are you referring 24 Q. In addition to that IU program, are there
25 to Berks Online? 25 students who begin the year at Reading Senior High School
575 577
1 A. Berks Online, correct. 1 and then go to cyber charter schools?
2 Q. Who runs that program? 2 A. Correct. Yes.
3 A. That's something separate. That's 3 Q. About how many per year?
4 something that's run by the district because it can be for 4 A. It's probably between 30 and 50. The
5 an elementary student, middle school, the Citadel, any 5 number fluctuates.
6 student can be part of that program. 6 Q. So if that's between 30 and 50 and your
7 Q. So if a student is part of that program in 7 other estimate is between 15 and 20, you're talking about
8 your building, who are they enrolled with? 8 60 kids?
9 A. If a student is enrolled in that program, 9 A. Yeah, it's not many.
10 they're enrolled in the district, but they do all of their 10 Q. Give or take. And those students are not
11 coursework at home in BOL. 11 enrolled in Reading Senior High School?
12 Q. So they're not enrolled in Reading Senior 12 A. No.
13 High School? 13 Q. So if they take the Keystones, it's not
14 A. No, they're not at the high school. 14 attributed to Reading Senior High School?
15 They're on the rolls as a BOL student, but they're doing 15 A. That part | don't believe is accurate.
16 dll their coursework at home. 16 Because it's our own district program, the student takes
17 Q. So let me make sure | have this clear. Red 17 the Keystone assessment, potentially it will come back to
18 Knight Learning Academy and BOL -- 18 the high school.
19 A. Two separate things. 19 Q. So it's your testimony today that if the
20 Q. They're iwo separate things. Okay. Let's 20 student is enrolled in the cyber charter school, their
21 talk about BOL. How long has that program been up and 21 Keystone performance is aftributed to Reading Senior High
22 running? 22 School?
23 A. Probably two or three years. 23 A. No, that's not what I'm saying. I'm saying
24 Q. So since after you began your time at 24  our own in-house program. So if a student takes -- is at
25 Reading Senior High School? 25 Achievement House or any of these other cyber charter
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1 schools, they're their own entity. 1 Q. And they get students from the Citadel?
2 The Reading School District has contracted 2 A. Okay.
3 to have its own in-house program. So for our own in-house 3 Q. And those students arrive at Reading Senior
4 program, own in-house program, those student's scores will 4 High School grossly under credited?
5 be attributed back to the district, not someone who took a 5 A. Okay.
6 laptop and is at Achievement House, which is on %th Street. 6 Q. And if I-LEAD Charter School gets those
7 Q. Okay. | might not be being clear. 7 students, you would agree with me that at least some of
8 A. Okay. 8 them are grossly under credited?
9 Q. So the scores for students at BOL -- 9 A. Sure.
10 A. Correct. 10 Q. Is somebody who is in the Red Knight
11 Q. -- it's your understanding they're 11 Learning Academy a Reading Senior High School student?
12 aftributed back to the district? 12 A. Correct.
13 A. Correct. 13 Q. And do those students take Keystone exams?
14 Q. But are they attributed back to Reading 14 A. When they're done with their completion of
15  Senior High School? 15 acourse, they will.
16 A. Yes, because I'm the only 11th grade school 16 Q. Did you say 15 or 20 kids are in that
17 in the building -- in the district. | apologize. So they 17 program?
18 wouldn't be attributing my scores for a kid at the Senior 18 A. About 15 or 20 right now, yes.
19 High School and be attributed to the Reading Intermediate 19 Q. Do you know how many of those kids are
20 High School if the kid doesn't go to school there so his 20 currently taking a Keystone course?
21 home school is my school. 21 A. Probably about six or seven. A good
22 Q. Why wouldn't they be attributed to Berks 22 portion of those kids actually are probably -- this is
23 Online Learning? 23 theilr fifth year as seniors and probably only need it to be
24 A. Because Berks Online is just the service 24 three or four credits until they were out the door. So
25 provider for the district. That's all they are. They're 25 giving them another environment has definitely motivated
579 581
1 providing a service to the district, which we contracted 1 them to move forward.
2 and paid for. 2 Q. Is it a requirement to get into the Learning
3 Q. I think we got a little bit off track about 3 Academy that you failed the Keystone exam?
4 the Red Knight Learning Academy. | apologize if | asked 4 A. No.
5 this. Who is that geared to? 5 Q. Are any of these students taking the
6 A. That's geared to your over-age student who 6 Keystone exam for the first time?
7 is a potential dropout. 7 A. Some of them could be.
8 Q. What is the criteria for being a potential 8 Q. Could some of those students be the fifth
9 dropout? 9 year seniors?
10 A, You need to be 17 or older, and you need to 10 A. . Some of them potentiaily couid be. if
11 be grossly under credited. So you're talking about a 11 you're talking a fifth year Senior, they've made at least
12 student who has five or less credits that the setting at 12 one atempt. If you're talking a kid that's 18, 19, 20
13 the high school is just not appropriate in terms of it 13 vyears old, they've at least made one attempt. Your kids at
14 being a student not being able to get him back on track. 14 17, coming in there for the first time, maybe Biology for
15 So we now give him a smaller learning 15 the first ime, he may be somebody that would definitely
16 environment, and it's actually been going very well with 16 have to take the assessment and make at least one attempt.
17 those students who are over 17, under credited. 17 But a kid that's 19 years old, he's at
18 Q. Would you agree with me that there are 18 least made one attempt at Keystone at some point in time
19 students at I-LEAD Charter School who are grossly under 19 while he was at the high school.
20 credited, as you put it? 20 Q. Is the Learning Academy for students in all
21 A. Without looking at their roster, | couldn't 21 grades or just the upper grades?
22 answer that. 22 A. It's really not about grade. It's about
23 Q. 1-LEAD Charter School gets students from 23 credit. And high school is just different than any other
24 Reading Senior High School? 24 grade level because it's really not about grade, it's about
25 A. Correct. 25 credit.
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1 You can be 17 years old with 20 some 1 talking about? Because there's two paris to SPP.
2 credits, you can be 17 years old with three. Same age, 2 Q. | can rephrase.
3 different credit. 3 A. Go ahead.
4 Q. So Reading Senior High School looks at 4 Q. You said, yes, all students in that 95
5 credit as opposed to age or a grade designation? 5 percent parlicipation rate you're talking about, their
6 A. Correct. 6 scores are recorded for accountability purposes.
7 Q. Didn't you testify today that all students 7 A. Correct.
8 must take the Keystone exam by Grade 11? 8 Q. And then you said, only if they are coded as
9 A. Correct. 9 an 11th grade student.
10 Q. So if you don't use the grade designation 10 A. Correct. Correct.
11 and you only use the credit designation, how does that 11 Q. So that entire 95 percent --
12 work? 12 A. Correct.
13 A. It's the same thing from my book. Soif | 13 Q. -- you said, a thousand 10th graders, 800
14 have a student who's -- let's say I'm 18 and I'm in 11th 14 11th graders --
15 grade, and | have 12 credits. This is my fourth year in 15 A. No. Let me tell you what the 95 percent
16  high school. I'm going to make an attempt at the Keystone 16 means. If you look on the left-hand side it says
17 if | haven't already done so. 17 paricipation for Math, Literature and Science. Let's say
18 So from a standpoint of looking at age 18 ours was 97 percent. What PDE is saying is 97 percent of
19 versus credit, you know, there's -- from a criteria 19 the studentis at Reading High School and 11th grade took the
20 standpoint, yes, every kid's going to make an attempt by 20 Algebra 1 Keystone. 98 percent, 98 percent of the students
21 11th grade, but not every 11th grader is 16. There are 21 at Reading Senior High School took the Literature
22 some 11th graders who are 17, or some 11th graders who are | 22 assessment. 97 percent, 97 percent of the students at
23 18, so it really, once again, doesn't go by age. 23 Reading High School took the Biology assessment. That's
24 It's going more by credit because you have 24 what that 97 percent stands for.
25 11th grade students who their ages vary. You have seniors 25 Q. That's participation?
583 585
1 whose ages vary, 10th graders whose ages vary. So the age 1 A. Correct. Participation for the top
2 component of that, it's more about the grade level that 2 category, not the bottom couple -- not the category in
3 they'rein. 3 terms of PVAAS.
4 Q. So a student can be at Reading Senior High 4 Q. So the 1800 students, give or take, that
5 School for more than two years but still not have enough 5 took the Keystone, were measuring proficiency in the SPP?
6 credits to be considered in 11th grade? 6 A. Okay.
7 A. Correct. 7 Q. Those proficiency numbers are based on all
8 Q. Do you know how many total students at 8 1800 students?
9 Reading Senior High School took a Keystone exam last year? | 9 A. For the top category, that's up here
10 A. 11th grade was roughly a little bit under 10 (indicating) --
11 800. 10th grade was probably a little bit over a thousand. 11 Q. Just answer my question.
12 Reflected in the SPP score, if you look on the left-hand 12 A. But I have to understand your question.
13 side, there's a part on there where it talks about 13 Q. Here's my question. You said that there are
14 participation. We've met our participation goals every 14 800 11th grade students --
15 year, which is 95 percent of the kids making at least one 15 A. Correct.
16 attempt and above. 16 Q. -- who took the Keystone?
17 Q. Now, when you have that turnout or that 17 A. Correct.
18 participation, are all of those scores counted for 18 Q. There are a thousand 10th grade students who
19 accountability purposes in the SPP? 19 took the Keystone. There are proficiency numbers reflected
20 A. Correct. 20 inthe SPP; right?
21 Q. Every single one? 21 A. Correct.
22 A. Every single one, if that student is coded 22 Q. X percent scored proficient in Reading. Is
23 as an 11th grade student. 23 that X percent of 1800, the 10th graders and 11th graders,
24 Q. So it's not all students? 24 oris it X percent of something less than 18007
25 A. I need to understand which part are you 25 A. X percent. That's X percent of 11th grade.
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1 Q. | don't know if | can ask this question more 1 courses that would trigger the Keystone requirement?
2 clearly. You just said that there was 800 students in 11th 2 A. No, not necessarily. Those are your kids
3 grade who took the test. 3 that when it comes to the -- the Keystone is a trigger
4 A. Correct. 4 course. The course can trigger in 9th or 10th grade, but
5 Q. So that is X percent of 800 students? 5 there's a PIMS snapshot at some point in time their 11th
6 A. There's 800 students that took the 6 grade school year which captures every kid that's in 11th
7 assessment that were in 11th grade and made at least one 7 grade.
8 attempt. Okay? It was one attempt for Keystone. That 8 So they're going to capture every kid's
9 95 percent over here is going directly at 11th grade 9 score. So if the kid took the assessment in another
10 because every one of the kids has to make at least one 10 district or whatever, his score is going to be captured
11  attempt. 11 within that 44,01,
12 So let's say based on the PIMS report 12 So for every sitting 11th grader when this
13 thatl's sent to PDE, let's say there's 870 kids on there. 13 snapshot is done, 44 percent of those students got -- were
14 800 students made at least one atempt and have a score for 14 proficient or advanced. So from a standpoint of
15 Keystone for that area. That's where that number is 15 paricipation, 98.3 percent of the kids made at least one
16 refiected, not all the 10th graders or 9th graders who took 16 atempt which led to that 44.01.
17 the assessment because you only have to make one attempt. 17 So there's maybe 1.7 percent of the kids
18 HEARING OFFICER: How about | try to ask 18 who they don't have a record for in terms of taking the
19 this question? 19 assessment.
20 MR. STACEY: Please. 20 Q. And you said those were 11th grade students
21 MS. PETERSEN: Maybe if you show him -- 21 in Math and Algebra?
22 BY THE HEARING OFFICER: 22 A. Correct.
23 Q. You can turn to any of the academic 23 Q. How about the Reading and literature score
24 performance data reports, 24  that's right below that?
25 A. Which number is that, please? 25 A. So if you look below that, you'll see Test
587 589
1 Q. If you turn to Joint Exhibit 14, this is 1 Participation Rate, Reading Literature, all students is
2 your Reading Senior High School '12/13. If you turn to the 2 94.3. If you go to the right, you see 53.04. So of the
3 second page and look under the Academic Performance column 3 53.04, 94.3 percent of the students made at least one
4  onthe right-hand side -- 4 altempt by their 11th grade year and have a score that's
5 A. Correct. 5 factored into that 53.04.
6 Q. -- on the first heading it says Indicators 6 Q. Now, who are those kids?
7 of Academic Achievement. 7 A. Those are all of your sitting -- the top
8 A. Correct. 8 part here is your sitting 11th grade students.
9 Q. The first one says Mathematics/Algebra |, 9 Q. Would it also be sitting 11th grade students
10 percent proficient or advanced on PSSA/Keystone and it 10 forthe Science and Biology?
11 gives 44.01. 11 A. Correct. The whole -- that category, the
12 A. Correct. 12 first three, are all for your sitting 11th grade kids.
13 Q. I'm assuming that's a percentage? 13 Now, the only thing to make a note here is
14 A. That's a percentage based on, if you go to 14 the Test Parlicipation Rate Reading, Literature for all
15 the left, which is what | was saying, if you look at Test 15 students, if a kid comes to the high school or any school
16 Participation Rate, Mathematics, Algebra 1 all students, 16 from another country, they have one year where they're
17 98 percent of the kids that were at Reading Senior High 17  excused.
18 School took and made an attempt and have a score factored 18 So we do have some students who come to the
19 into that 44.01. 19  high school their 11th grade year from the Dominican
20 Q. Then that 98.3 percent of the kids that you 20 Republic, from Puerto Rico, first year in the high school
21 just -- who would they be for Math and Algebra? 21 they are exempt from the Reading only, but must take Math
22 A. Those are going to be your silting, at that 22 and Biology because they have the two of those assessments
23 pointin time, 11th grade students. 23  in Spanish.
24 Q. And it would be your sitfing 11th grade 24 HEARING OFFICER: Mr. Stacey, | didn't mean
25 students because they're the ones that are taking the 25 to interrupt your cross-examination.
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1 MR. STACEY: No, | appreciate that. 1 A. Absolutely.

2 HEARING OFFICER: You can continue. 2 Q. Do all of those students take their core

3 BY MR.STACEY: 3 subjects at Reading Senior High School?

4 Q. My contusion is what do you mean by sitting 4 A. Yes, with the exception of History.

5 11th grade students? 5 Q. So all 700 take Algebra, these Keystone

6 A. Okay. Kids who -- there's a snapshot of 6 coursesat--

7 who your kids are that are currently 11th grade kids. So 7 A. At the high school, yes.

8 forright now I may have 875 kids who | can pull areport 8 Q. On Joint Exhibit 14 under Indicators of

9 andthey are 11th grade students. Those 11th grade 9 Academic Achievement, one of the lines is Indushry
10 students factor into this top category. If | have a kid 10 Standards Based Competency Assessments. Do you know what
11 who's in 9th grade or 10th grade takes the Keystone exam, 11 thatis?
12 he's not going to factor in the top category because he is 12 A. Yes. That's the NOCTI exam that students
13 not an 11th grade student. Now, when he gets to 11th 13 take.
14 grade, his score will factor in. 14 Q. Does that have to do with the CIC?
15 HEARING OFFICER: What is the criteria fo 15 A. Correct.
16 define asitting 11th grade studeni? Is that defined by 16 Q. Does that supplant the Keystone exam?
17 the State, or is that defined locally by - 17 A. No, just in addition to.
18 THE WITNESS: That's defined locally, 18 Q. Now, if you turn the page, does Reading
19 which for us it's 11 or more credits. 19 Senior High School get extra credit for the achievement on
20 HEARING OFFICER: Thank you. You can 20 that NOCTI test?
21 continue, Mr. Stacey. 21 A. For those students that are advanced
22 MR. STACEY: Thank you. 22  Industry Standards Based Competency Assessments, yes.
23  BY MR. STACEY: 23 Q. Do you know whether I-LEAD Charter School
24 Q. Refening to Joint Exhibit 14, you would 24  sends any students to that CTC program?
25 agree with me that when you send students to -- or when 25 A. I have no idea. | don't know.
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1 students leave Reading Senior High School and they take a 1 Q. Does Reading Senior High School have

2 Keystone exam at a cyber chatter school, their results are 2 students receiving homebound instruction?

3 not counted in here? 3 A. Yes.

4 A. If they take from a cyber charter school 4 Q. About how many?

5 thatis not part of the district, that's corect. So 5 A. Probably 20, 25. When | say that, it's a

6 Achievement House is an example of one that | know, 6 revolving number. We probably have that many throughout

7 Keystone Charter School is another one, their scores are 7 the course of the year. A young lady delivers her baby,

8 notreflected in here. 8 she's out for six weeks. When she comes back to school,

9 Q. You testified about the CTC at Muhlenberg. 9 you usually have the next one go out. Soit's about 20 to
10 Canyou explain what that is? 10 25, butif's revolving. It's not 20 to 25 of the same kid.
11 A. We have students who come to school for 11 Q. Is 20 to 25 your estimate for all the years
12 half a day. They'll come to school for their core 12 you've been at Reading Senior High School?
13 subjects, and then they will go to the Reading Muhlenberg 13 A. Yeah.
14 Career and Tech to do some type of shop or whatever their 14 Q. Would you agree with me that students who
15 trade is that they would like to do upon graduation, 15 receive homebound instruction, that their pedformance on
16 And for those in 10th and 11th grade, 16 the Keystone exam is not attributed to the Reading Senior
17 they'l also take their Social Studies or History class out 17  High School for accountability purposes on the SPP?
18 there as well. 18 A. That's inaccurate.
19 Q. How many students, about? 19 Q. That's inaccurate?
20 A. Total, 10 through 12, 700. 20 A. Inaccurate. Because a homebound student is
21 Q. Is that across all years, or has it 21 being educated by teachers who go out and will tutor the
22 increased or decreased during your time? 22 kid at home. So when the student comes into take their
23 A. It's been pretty steady between 7 and 800. 23  Keystone exam, the student will take the exam and it's
24 Q. And those kids are still counted as part of 24  attributed right back to the high school.
25 your 35007 25 Q. Does Reading Senior High School send
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1 students to AEDY placemenis? 1 A. Abraxis is -- that's something where

2 A. Yes. 2 they're Court placed. So Thomas Ford Is a program where

3 Q. Which placements are those? 3 the district has the authority to place the kid at Thomas

4 A. We have Thomas Ford. 4 Ford. | don't have the authority to place the kid at

5 Q. What's Thomas Ford? 5 Abraxis.

6 A. Thomas Ford, | believe, is a learning 6 HEARING OFFICER: When you're talking

7 academy. And that is an AEDY placement for roughly 90 7 about court placement, you're talking about like a

8 students district -- when | say district-wide, middie 8 Juvenile Court placement --

9 school, intermediate and high school level. 9 THE WITNESS: Correct.

10 Q. About how many kids do you have at that 10 HEARING OFFCER: Children and Youth

11 placement? 11 placement?

12 A. Grades 10 through 12, roughly 40 to 45. 12 THE WITNESS: Yes.

13 Once again, that's a revolving door as well. 13

14 Q. Has that increased or decreased during your 14 BY MR.STACEY:

15 time at Reading Senior High School? 15 Q. How many are in Court placement?

16 A. No, that's stayed pretty much the same. 16 A. 30 to 40. Once again, that's a number

17 Once again, that's a revolving number, though. You know, 17 that's consistent, but the number of kids -- the type --

18 as students come back, transition back to the high school, 18 the kid is revolving. You know, a kid gets placed ot

19 we may have the next student that leaves and goes over to 19  Abraxis for two weeks, he comes right back to the high

20 the AEDY placement. So that's arevolving number -- 20 school.

21 revolving kid, but the same average number at any time. 21 So it's very hard to quantify a number for

22 Q. Am | correct that those students performance | 22  that because the madjority of the kids don't go to Abraxis

23 onthe Keystone exams is not attributed to Reading Senior 23 and stay there for a year. You know, they're in and out.

24 High School for accountability? 24 Soif I'm going say a number, 30 to 40, the number of kids

25 A. That is inaccurate. The high school is 25 cycling in there is more than that, but you don't have kids
595 597

1 responsible to do the following. We, at the high school, 1 who go to Abraxis and stay there for two or three years.

2 will get a list from the Principal at Thomas Ford. She'll 2 That doesn't happen.

3 give us a list of kids. After we get a list of kids, we 3 Q. With respect to these things like Court

4 will create a booklet for every kid in each subject area. 4 placements, AEDY and the other ones we've discussed, are

5 For an accountability standpoint, I'm the 5 you aware of any circumstances in which students

6 person who will take the booklets over o Thomas Ford. | 6 participation on the Keystone would be dttributed to

7  will hand them over to the Principal that's there. She 7 Reading Senior High School, but not their actual

8 will administer the assessment to those students. After 8 performance whether they're proficient or advanced?

9 they take the assessment, | will go to that building and 9 A. The only one | know of and | can speak to
10  pick them up and bring them back to the high school. Those | 10 is Thomas Ford because that's our district placement for
11 kid's scores go direcily into my SPP profile. 11 students. All of the other placements, | know their score
12 And the reason that their scores count is 12 Is not attributed back to the high school. It could be
13 because it's a district placement, not an out of district 13 attributed back to the district, but not the high school.

14 placement. There's two different placement types here. 14 There's a chart from PDE which talks to the
15 If the district places a kid in an 15 attribution piece. The attributions is big. So | can't

16 assessment, his score comes back to the district. if a 16 speak to the participation coming back to the high school.
17 Court adjudicated -- if someone from the Court places a 17 1 know the score doesn't if it's Court placed, but for

18 student in a location, his score does not come back to 18 Thomas Ford, | get participation from Thomas Ford, and then
19 Reading Senior High School. 19 | also get their test score because it's a district

20 So if they place a kid at Abraxis, his 20 placement and not a Court placement.

21 score does not come back to me. If the district places a 21 MR. STACEY: I'm glad you mentioned that
22 kid at Thomas Ford, his score comes right directly back to 22 attribution. | actually happen to have it with me right

23 the high school. 23 here. May | approach?

24 Q. What is the difference between Abraxis and 24 HEARING OFFICER: Sure.

25 Thomas Ford? 25 BY MR. STACEY:
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1 Q. Is this what you were just referring to 1 A. Were we on Page 4?
2 (indicating)? 2 Q. We were. |flipped away. Am | correct that
3 A. Correct. 3 this is saying for Keystone exams if an 11th grade student
4 Q. I'll give you a chance to thumb through it. 4 attends a school for a full academic year, which is defined
5 A. (Witness reviewed document.) 5 as enrolled on or before October 1, and remains
6 HEARING OFFICER: Are you going to mark 6 continvously enrolied through the end of the Keystone exam,
7 this as an exhibit? 7 that their perfformance and participation on the Keystone is
8 MR. STACEY: We can mark this Charter 8 attributed to the school of attendance?
9 School 31, 9 A. Correct.
10 BY MR. STACEY: 10 Q. LEA, district of residence in the State?
11 Q. Are you familiar with this document? 11 A. Correct.
12 A. The only part that | am familiar with is 12 Q. So for students at Reading Senior High
13 the part on here where it talks about the kids from a 13 School, if they are continuously enrolled for that period,
14 district placement in terms of me knowing that their score 14 their score, their performance is attributed to Reading
15 comes back to the high school. 15 Senior High School?
16 Q. Can you explain to the Hearing Examiner and 16 A. Correct.
17 to this room generally what this document is? 17 Q. And that's what we see in these various
18 A. This is a 2015 Attribution Map. 18 School Performance Profile Reports?
19 Q. What does Attribution Map mean? 19 A. Correct.
20 A. Where the score is attributed and who the 20 Q. Do you know how Reading High School defines
21 score is attributed to. 21 continuously enrolled?
22 Q. Go to Page 4. You can take the clip out. | 22 MS. PETERSEN: I'm going to object only
23 apologize. Do you know what's going on on this page? 23 to the extent that he's -- are you saying separately from
24 A. | have to read it. 24 how PDE defines it2 Because this is a PDE document.
25 Q. You can take a moment to read it. 25 MR. STACEY: Based on this requirement.
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1 A. Thank you. 1 Ive asked him a number of questions, and | don't think
2 (Witness reviewed document.) 2 I've gotten clear answers on whether test performance is
3 Okay. 3 attributed to the school or to the State or {o the LEA,
4 Q. Now can you explain what's going on on this 4 and I'mjust trying to get clarity on which exams taken
5 page? 5 at Reading Senior High School are then attributed to
6 A. I'll read it verbatim, what it says. 6 Reading Senior High School.
7 Keystone exams -- 7 So | think in order to do that | need to
8 Q. Throughout this document are there columns 8 know how Reading Senior High School or the district or
9 atthe top of the page, columns that say Student Situation, 9 whoever defines continuously enrolled. It was previously
10 who is responsible for ensuring student participation in 10 testified as to a drop period. | don't know if that's
11 the State assessment, who is responsible for ordering test 11 different or the same.
12 materials and administering the assessment, performance and | 12 HEARING OFFICER: |thought the withess
13 paricipation is attributed to: School, LEA, State, your 13  has been clear, but why don't we do it this way. Why
14 rationale. 14 don't we ask the witness o take alook at this. 1 think
15 A. Okay. 15 he's already testified about this, and then ask him how
16 Q. Let's start with that fourth column. What's 16  he complies with this in practice.
17 the difference between a school, an LEA and the State? 17 THE WITNESS: The question, to make sure
18 A. The school is Reading High School. The LEA 18 I'm understanding correctly because the confusion for me
19 is the Reading School District, and the State is PA. 19 is the charter school piece. Now, we're falking about a
20 Q. In the Charter School example, school would 20 student that goes to Reading Senior High School -
21 be the LEA; correct? To the extent you know. 21 HEARING OFFICER: | don't care about
22 A. Which Charter School are we talking about? 22 charter schools.
23 Q Any charter school in the Commonwealth? 23 THE WITNESS: That's fine. That was
24 A. No, that's not accurate. 24 where the confusion lies.
25 Q Back to Page 4. 25 BY MR. STACEY:
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1 Q. | apologize for your being confused. 1 aftend the school for -- excuse me -- who attended school
2 A. The student that goes to Reading Senior 2 for less than a full academic year, his or her score is not

3 High School, if that student is enrolled by October 1st, at 3 atiributed to the school?

4 that point in time his score comes back to the school, it 4 A. Correct.

5 also comes back to the district and the State. 5 Q. So his or her score would not be attributed

6 So there's something called a PIMS snapshot 6 to Reading Senior High School?

7 on that date where that PIMS snapshot will catch every kid 7 A. Correct.

8 who's at the high school. And it's not just Reading High 8 Q. Do you have any idea how many students meet
9 School that has to do that. Every district has to do that. 9 that criteria of aftending less than a full academic year?
10 That's where the, quote unquote, 10 A. | can speak o 11th grade because | know

11  October 1st date or the, quote unquote, those are the kids 11 that's where it's critical. And it's less than 20.
12  who factor into your SPP profile. That's where everyone 12 Q. Less than 20 kids?
13 sort of knows October 1st is that day. Because once you do 13 A. Less than 20 kids.
14  your PIMS snapshot, it's every kid who's enrolled in the 14 Q. So your estimate is about 20 students their
15 school that factors into the equation there. 15 scores are not attributed to the school?
16 So there's nothing from my standpoint that 16 A. No, let me go back in. Based on your
17 we're doing differently other than when we send the 17 earlier question, those kids who dropped. $So if a kid
18 snapshot, that's every kid who's enrolled at Reading High 18 dropped then resurfaces, you can have a kid who transfers
19 School at that time on October 1st. 19 in after October 1st. His or her score is not aitributed
20 Q. Turn the page. This page has to do with 20 1o the district.
21 charter schools. Is this saying the same thing? 21 Transferring in you could have 50 students,
22 MS. PETERSEN: Objection to the form. 22 40 students, who are transterring in after October 1st who
23 BY MR. STACEY: 23 thelr performance isn't aftributed to the school. That can
24 Q. Do you know whether that snapshot is also 24 hurt you and that can help you. We've had students who
25 used for charter schools? 25 transfer in from another school and they're already
603 605
1 A. {Witness reviewed document.) 1 proficient, and | don't get their score.
2 Reading this form, if I'm just going by 2 So i's a double-edged sword because it can
3 what the form says, it -- 3 hurt you on one end and it also can help you if a student
4 Q. That's all I'm asking you to do. 4 would score basic or below basic, but there's two ends to
5 A. Right. That looks accurate. 5 that. So you don't get that kid's score.
6 Q. And those scores would be atiributed 6 If that kid was in Wilson and transferred
7 directly to the cyber charter school as it says here? 7 to the high school December 3rd, he was proficient in
8 A. Correct. 8 Wilson and in all three Keystones, his or her score is not
9 Q. If you'd turn to Page 6. 9 atfributed fo Reading High School. So | don't get credit
10 A, (Witness complies.) 10  for that.
11 Q. Do you see in the left-hand column it says, 11 Q. How many students transfer in in 11th grade
12  For any State assessment, the student attends the school 12 that are already proficient?
13 for less than a full academic year. And am | correct that 13 A. Ballpark it's probably about 40 to 50 kids
14  that full academic year was defined by continuously 14  in 11th grade year. Now, you have some that transfer in
15 enrolled on or about October 1 through the end of the 15  9th and 10th, but I'm just talking strictly their 11th
16 Keystone exam period? 16 grade year.
17 A. Correct. 17 Q. Where they're called 11th graders?
18 Q. So if a student drops off the face of the 18 A. Correct.
19 earth for a couple months, as you described, are they 19 Q. Can we go to Page 8? Actually, scratch
20 continvously enrolled for a full academic year, do you 20 that. Goto 9.
21  know? 21 A. (Witness complies.)
22 A, No. 22 Q. Am | correct here that on the bottom the
23 Q. So for those students, if we move over a few 23  student Situation is a student with an IEP who is enrolled
24 columns, there is a blank space under Performance. Am| 24 In a district and receiving services from an entity other
25 correct that the performance of that student who did not 25 than the district of residence?
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1 A. Okay. 1 Senior High School?
2 Q. Am | correct that that would be a student 2 A. Correct.
3 who, for example, is attending an approved private school? 3 Q. 14, please. If's about AEDY programs?
4 A. Okay. 4 A. (Witness complies.)
5 Q. Or perhaps a private placement? 5 Okay.
6 A. Right. 6 Q. How many students attend AEDY programs from
7 Q. Do you have students with IEP's at Reading 7 Reading Senior High School?
8 Senior High School who attend approved private schools? 8 A. Are we talking the Court placed, or are we
9 A. Sure. 9 talking students placed in our own program here?
10 Q. And do you have students at Reading Senior 10 Q. We're talking regardless of whether the
11 High School who have IEP's who attend regular private 11 program is operated by a district, 1U, special school
12 schools, private academic schools? 12 jointure or by a private alternative education institution.
13 A. For example, | can say like New Story would 13 A. Total would be roughiy probably about a
14 be an example where we have kids who are enrolled at New 14 hundred.
15 Story. 15 Q. About a hundred?
16 Q. I'm not familiar with that. I'll take your 16 A. Right. And, once again, when | say that
17  word for it. 17 number, it's a revolving number. It's revolving kids. So
18 A. That's fine. 18 for the most part with these placements, kids come in,
19 Q. Do you know about how many students are in 19 after 45 days they're released. A kid goes into Abraxis,
20 that category? 20 he's there for a week or two, JPO places him, then he comes
21 A. In 11th grade, you're talking less than 10. 21 right back to school.
22 Q. What about total? 22 So it could be a different kid, but it's
23 A. If I'm looking at seniors as well, you're 23  sort of the same number if you puli the report every month.
24 probably talking about 50, 60 kids total. 24 Q. And students who are at these placements
25 Q. Am | correct that for those students who are 25 taking the Keystone, am | correct that their performance on
607 609
1 alending an approved private academic school, their 1 the Keystone is not attributed back to Reading Senior High
2 performance on the Keystone is not attributed to Reading 2 School?
3 Senior High School? 3 A. That's correct.
4 A. Correct. 4 Q. f you goto 19.
5 Q. So that wouldn't show up on the SPP? 5 A. (Witness complies.)
6 A. Correct. 6 Q. Am | correct that the student situation on
7 Q. Can | have you turn to Page 13? You spoke 7 this page is when a student is placed somewhere by a Court
8 earlier about Muhlenberg, the CTC, Career and Technical 8 orthe Office of Children, Youth and Families either in a
9 Center, correct? 9 private residential rehabilitation institution or a private
10 A. Yes. 10 localiy operated delinquent institufion?
11 Q. Career and Technical Center or area of 11 A. Okay.
12 vocational technical school, how many of those placements 12 Q. Is that Abraxis?
13 does Reading Senior High School send students to? 13 A. Correct, that would be an example.
14 A. | testified earlier between 7 and 800. 14 Q. How many students attend one of those
15 Q. I'm sorry. 1 meant the actual destination 15 placements?
16 like a Muhlenberg. Is Muhlenberg the only one? 16 A. As | said earlier, total -- and I'm
17 A. Yes, that's all we have. 17 including this type of kid -- you're talking about a
18 Q. And you testified that they take their core 18 hundred kids. Once again, that's an average because you
19 courses at Reading Senior High School? 19 have kids cycling in some of these programs consistently.
20 A. Correct. 20 They're in, they're out. They're in, they're out.
21 Q. So according to this char, if -- wherever 21 $o you're roughly talking a hundred kids,
22 the student takes those subjects that are assessed, their 22 but it has an impact on 200 kids or 300 kids because
23 Keystone performance is attributed fo that school? 23 they're in and out.
24 A, Correct. 24 Q. Am | correct that it says the performance of
25 Q. So that would be aftributed to Reading 25 those students will be attributed to the State only?
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1 A. The question that I'm going to have to -- 1 sort through who passed and who didn't, and then you start
2 before | answer that is, it probably depends on the time of 2 doing your remediation groups. But that data file is sent
3 placement. So if a kid was placed in September and then 3 to every school in March. If's also sent in June.
4 came back to school and he was there for the remainder of 4 Q. What is contained in that data file?
5 the year, his score is coming to the high school. 5 A. You're going to see every kid who tested on
6 But if a kid was placed in January and he's 6 that data file. Then you're going to see there's a tab for
7 there for the remainder of the year, then his score would 7 Biology, Algebra 1, Literature, and there's going to have
8 probably be attributed to someone else. Soit's going to 8 alltypes of demographic data on there. Then the part that
9 be the time of placement, how long the student was there, 9 we goto, | believe it's Category XY, it's either X or Y,
10 and at what point in time when they look at the 10 and then that will show you best score. So that will take
11  attribution, where the student is located. Because he 11 all your kids and say here's their best score in their
12 could have been in placement at some point in time in that 12 Keystone exam in Biology.
13 year, but now he's at the high school and his score comes 13 So you'll get your list of kids after the
14 backto us. 14 January assessment who are proficient or advanced. Those
15 Q. So there are several situations where a 15 kids are banked. If they're talking 11th grade, those kids
16 student's Keystone score wouldn't be attributed to Reading 16 are banked then for -- they do not have to take it again in
17  Senior High School? 17  May.
18 A. Sure. 18 Kids that didn't pass, we pull that out.
19 Q. Do you know whether that lack of attribution 19 Now we start our remediation groups, and we go atter it for
20 isrecorded anywhere in the School Performance Profile 20 45 days. But it's not something special for me. Everyone
21 Reporis? 21 is sent the data file. It gets sent to the Superintendent
22 A. No, it's probably not. 22 or his designee, and at that point in time it's sent to the
23 Q. Do you have any role in determining whether 23 schools.
24 astudent's score is attributed to Reading Senior High 24 Q. Does that data file end up becoming the
25 School or not? 25 School Performance Profile?
611 613
1 A. No, absolutely not. 1 A. After a period of fime, yes. So what |
2 Q. That's done automatically? 2 mean by that is this, as | just spoke to, is once these
3 A. Automatically. 3 kids are proficient, they're banked. Then the only thing
4 Q. Is that through the PIMS system? 4 that's in that data file is the kids who passed at that
5 A. Correct. 5 point.
6 Q. So that would have to do with the way things 6 Now you get to your May assessment. So
7 are coded in PIMS? 7 specifically 11th grade, let's say at that point in time
8 A. Correct. 8 you did remediation, you were able to get 200 kids to pass
9 Q. Have you ever personally had access to the 9 the Keystone. So now you have 300 left. So then those 200
10  PIMS system? 10 kids are banked along with any other 10th or 9th grade kid
11 A. No. 11  who passed the assessment in that subject area.
12 Q. Never? 12 Then you get to May. May you test again.
13 A. No. 13  You're going to get a spreadsheet in June. And that's
14 Q. Have you ever personally had access to 14 virtually, once again, sent from PDE to the Superintendent
15 websites showing student academic performance data before | 15 or designee. And at that point in time you pretty much
16 that data is published, such as from the Data Recognition 16 have your kids who are proficient or advanced that are
17 Corporation? 17 sitting in 11th grade.
18 A. Yes. 18 And you can take and sort that and say, we
19 Q. You have? 19 always come up with our projections. We are usually spot
20 A. But that's every school. For all your 20 on for Math and Science. literature is usually off because
21 LEA's and all your school districts, they send you a data 21 of the students who are new to the country. So that's
22 file. So our data file is going to come in March. So that 22 usually maybe one or two percentage points off. But I'm
23 datafile goes to Lisa lezzi and to Dr. Mumin. 23 pretty much spot on by the end of June where we're at.
24 They send that data file to me, and at that 24 Q. That data file is sent by DRC?
25 point in time we look at every kid who took the assessment, 25 A. Correct.
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1 Q. Is there any opportunity on the part of the 1 had X number of kids who had a 23 on ACT. Here was my
2 school district or for you at Reading Senior High School to 2 bottom line, which you use my PIMS snapshot to come up with
3 correct any misinformation in that data file? 3 your number. Here's what | come up with.
4 A. From the Keystone exam results? 4 And | send it off, and it's up to them to
5 Q. Any data. 5 connect with College Board to make corrections.
6 A. No, not the Keystone exam results. No. 6 Q. Thank you. You testified that about a
7 Q. But there's an opportunity to revise other 7 hundred to 200 kids per year graduate with the Credit
8 things? 8 Recovery Program?
9 A. Your SPP profile starting in September, you 9 A. Yes.
10 have an opportunity to -- if there are question marks about 10 Q. Do you evaluate student level data for that
11 data. We had questions about ACT and SAT, and we had to 11 program specifically?
12 send off o College Board because we had questions because | 12 A. When you say evaluate, what do you mean?
13 they had a different number than we did. 13 Q. Like Keystone performance of those 100 to
14 So, for example, | had 29 kids who had a 14 200 kids.
15 three or higher for the AP. And that score calculated 15 A. Okay. Do | evaluate them separately or --
16 something different than what was reflected in September. 16 Ijust want to make sure | understand the question
17 You send in aticket. | have to have a justification. 17 correctly.
18 Here's my justification. 1 had X number of s. 18 Q. Of those 100 {o 200 kids, how many were
19 Seniors in 12th grade, | had X number of 19 utilizing a project based assessment to graduate?
20 kids, provided them a list. These are the kids who scored 20 A. None, because at this point in the game,
21 athree or higher. 21 it's the Class of 2017. So my current kids that are in
22 When | calculate it, it comes to here 22 11th grade, unless something is signed within the next
23 (indicating). When you calculated it, it comes to here 23 month, the kids that are sitting in 11th grade will have to
24 (indicating). Then at that point in time it's up to 24 take a project based assessment in 12th grade.
25 College Board to determine whether or not what's reflected 25 Q. So the kids that graduated last year in June
615 617
1 on here is accurate or what I'm sending them is accurate, 1 or August?
2 but all I'm doing is sending a request in to those who 2 A. Correct. There was nothing in the regs
3 house the data. They don't just take my word for it and 3 that said you had to do the project based assessment for
4 say, well, Eric Turman said it was this, that's what we're 4 Kids for any LEA. It specifically pointed to the Class of
5 going to use. It has to be confirmed by -- for -- that 5 2017. So they were trying to initially give districts
6 example, from those that were College Board. 6 enough time to catch up with the Common Core and get kids
7 Q. So if we take the most recent SPP from the 7 ready and get more kids proficient or advanced, which has
8 district, Joint Exhibit 20, and you tell me, are there any 8 occurred for the most part across the board, but ! still
9 data points in here that changed between your initial 9 think at this point in time now with where they're at with
10 receipt of that data file and the final publication of this 10 PDE, it looks like they're probably going to extend that
11  report? 11 fortwo years. So it potentially could be the Class of
12 A. There were only two that we put a request 12 2019.
13 in, and we were actually accurate that they did not have a 13 Q. So for 2015, | just want to be clear, was
14 few kids who ended up getting a three or higher for the AP 14 there any Keystone requirement for graduation?
15 exam. | mean, it went from maybe a 6.3 or 7.97, which 15 A. No.
16 Instead of a .13, we got a .16. 16 Q. You could graduate Reading Senior High
17 The other one was a reflection all the way 17 School without having passed the Keystone?
18 at the top with the SAT and ACT. Once again, | have every 18 A. Correct. Correct.
19 report of every kid that takes an SAT. | have a report of 19 Q. And that's true for all three Keystones?
20 every kid that takes an ACT. Over the summer we pull those 20 A, Correct. True for all three Keystones,
21 to confirm what's reflected within PDE. 21 true for every school in the district, every high school in
22 $o it my numbers don't match their numbers, 22 the Commonwealth.
23 | will send them an e-mail and say, here's what | need you 23 Q. You stated that designation as a gifted
24 {o check, and here's the data to confirm that. So | had X 24 student is not a guarantee of whether that student will be
25 number of kids who had a 1550 or higher on their SAT. | 25 proficient on the Keystones?
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1 A. Correct. 1 five-minute break?
2 Q. In your experience, is a gifted student more 2 MS. PETERSEN: !just have a very, very
3 likely to be proficient? 3 short -
4 A. Not from what I've seen. You know, the 4 HEARING OFFICER: Why don't we take a
5 measures in terms of as a district how we code students to 5 break before we do that.
6 be gifted, some of the grades I've seen from gifted kids 6 (Short recess was taken.)
7 and even their perfformance hasn't led me one way or the 7 HEARING OFFICER: We're back from recess.
8 ofther. Kids are considered gifted by 3rd grade. From 3rd 8 If's about 3:04 p.m., and, Ms. Petersen, redirect,
9 grade to 10th grade there'’s a huge gap in terms of what a 9 please.
10 kid can and can't do. So after you get past 3rd grade is 10 MS. PETERSEN: Thank you.
11 when you start getting into more abstract concepts where 11 BY MS. PETERSEN:
12 you'll start to give them a little bit of Algebra 1 12 Q. Mr. Turman, has there ever been any findings
13 tiickling down into 4th grade. 13 of cheating at the high school since you've been the High
14 So from a standpoint of me looking at 3rd 14  School Principal?
15 grade kids and saying are they any more likely to pass a 15 A. Never. It has never even been mentioned.
16 Keystone or not, there's no data to confirm that 16 We have a very tight process in terms of how we administer
17 whatsoever. 17 the assessments from the day the booklets arrive at the
18 Q. Do you know, sitting here today, when I-LEAD 18 high school until they go back to PDE. So there has never
19 Charter School's Charter was renewed by the Reading School 19 been any question about any cheating at the high school.
20 Board? 20 tfind it -- it agitates me at times where
21 A. No, | don't. 21 because you have urban students, the assumption is that
22 Q. Do you know if it has been renewed? 22 they're going to achieve just as high as their -- some
23 A. From what I've -- yes, | do know it was 23 students in other districts, that the only way they would
24 renewed. 24 be able fo do that is to cheat.
25 Q. But you don't know when that was? 25 I've heard that before from people online
619 621
1 A. | don't know the accurate school year, so | 1 commenting on the success we've had at Reading High School,
2 don't want to speak without accurately having it in front 2 and that's why you get up and go to work every day just to
3 ofme. 3 prove people wrong. So from start to finish, from the day
4 Q. In your contract with the district, are 4 those books are delivered until the day those booklets go
5 there any incentives for student performance? 5 back, there is a strong accountability system in that
6 A. ZLero. 6 building to make sure nothing would ever occur.
7 Q. $o you don't receive any additional payments 7 Q. Since you've been the Principal at the high
8 if students scores are at a certain level? 8 school, have you ever received any communications from the
9 A. Zero. | haven't received a raise in four 9 Depariment of Education regarding questions about a erasure
10 vyears. 10  marks or other issues with the tests?
11 Q. I'm sorry to hear that, Are you familiar 11 A. Never. We -- infour years I've received
12  with I-LEAD's Charter application? 12 one e-mail from PDE where they couldn't find a booklet,
13 A. Bits and pieces. | can't say | can 13  what they said. And | sent them an e-mail back within
14  verbatim tell you start to finish, but bits and pieces I'm 14 15 minutes. |told them the booklet number, { told them
15 familiar with, 15 what box it was in, | told them who took the assessment. |
16 Q. What bits and pieces? 16  had all the information. They did not respond.
17 A. The parts that | testified to earlier 17 So we have every book accounted for in
18 today. Maybe that was the amendment, so the paris that | 18 terms of who was the Proctor, what room it was in, who was
19 -- 19 the student, the PA Secure ID, the whole nine yards for
20 Q. | think it was. 20 every single booklet, so no.
21 A. Okay, so | apologize. The parts that | 21 Q. You were asked some questions on
22 spoke to are the parts that.... 22 cross-examination about graduation in June and also then
23 MR. STACEY: That's all | have for this 23 further in August after further credit recovery type
24 witlness. 24 actions. Do you recall that?
25 HEARING OFFICER: Why don't we take a 25 A. Yes.
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1 Q. You had indicated that the combined data for 1 count for the year they're sitting in 9th grade?
2 the June and the August graduates is reflected in the high 2 A. No.
3 school's graduation data -- 3 Q. Does the passing score get held or banked
4 A, Correct. 4 and then get attributed to the high school when the student
5 Q. -- in the SPP reporit; correct? 5 isin 11th grade?
6 A. Correct. 6 A. Correct.
7 Q. Would that also be the same for the Charter 7 MS. PETERSEN: That's all | have.
8 School if it would have August graduates? 8 HEARING OFFICER: Recross.
9 A. Correct. 9 MR. STACEY: | have no addifional
10 Q. So for any LEA then, if they have kids 10 questions.
11 graduating ot different times, it would be reflected 11 HEARING OFFICER: Any reason why this
12 together within that score? 12 gentleman can't be excused?
13 A. Absolutely. We have kids from other 13 MS. PETERSEN: None for me.
14 districts who take our summer school program. And then 14 MR. STACEY: No.
15 after the completion of a course, we send the paperwork 15 HEARING OFFICER: Thankyou, sir. Have a
16 back to the district and their graduating kids using our 16 good afternoon.
17 summer program at the high school. 17 (Discussion was held off the record.)
18 Q. Do you know sitting here today if the 18 HEARING OFFICER: You may call your next
19 Charter School has placed Special Education students into, 19  withess.
20 for example, approved private schools? 20 MR. CIANCI: The School District calls
21 A. I have no idea. 21 Dr.Tamara Smith.
22 Q. If the Charter School had done that, would 22 TAMARA SMITH
23 those students be counted toward the Charter School scores? |23  was called as a witness and, having been first duly sworn
24 A. No. 24 by the Reporter-Notary Public, was examined and testified
25 Q. The Charter School would be treated the same | 25  as follows:
623 625
1 as the Reading Senior High School? 1 BY MR. CIANCI:
2 A. Correct. 2 Q. Dr. Smith, good afternoon.
3 Q. You were asked some questions regarding 3 A. Good afternoon.
4 corrections that you -- or requested corrections that you 4 Q. My name is Paul Cianci. | represent the
5 sent to the Department of Education for the SAT and for the 5 Reading School District. You're here testifying today
6 advanced placement data. Do you recall that? 6 pursuant to a Subpoena, are you not?
7 a. Yes. 7 A. Correct.
8 Q. As a result of your communications with the 8 Q. Could you please state your full name and
9 Department, did the Depariment make corrections to the 9 spellit for the record?
10 profile? 10 A. Dr. Tamara, T-A-M-A-R-A, and the last name
11 A. Yes. 11 is Smith, S-M-|-T-H.
12 Q. And not to belabor this, but | want to make 12 Q. And could you please give us your
13  sure the record is perfectly clear. What does banked mean? | 13 educational background since and including college.
14 A. Banked means at any point in time in a 14 A. | went to school, my undergrad is from
15 student's high school career when he takes a score and 15 Oakwood University in Huntsville, Alabama, where | received
16 passes, it is banked. Butit's only banked until that 16 my degree in Family and Consumer Science. | then went on
17 student gets into 11th grade, but it depends on what high 17 to Mary Grove College and received my Master's degree in K
18 school he or she is at. 18 through 12 Curriculum and Instruction and in teaching. And
19 So his passing grade is banked, but it only 19 then | went on to receive my Ph.D. from Capella University
20 counts for whatever high school that student is attending 20 in Education. Did you need the years for that?
21 in11th grade. 21 Q. Yes, please.
22 Q. So if a student that is currently a Junior 22 A. I was trying not to say that.
23 at Reading Senior High School takes the Algebra 1 23 Q. | was just going to ask you when you
24 assessment two years prior when they were sitting at the 24 received your Ph.D. You can just give us that.
25 Intermediate School and passes, does the passing score 25 A. My Ph.D., | graduated in 2012.
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1 Q. Very good. And if you would, please, give 1 Q. Is it Yamil? Am | pronouncing that
2 us a chronology of your professional work history. 2 correctly?
3 A. I have 13 years at Camden County College as 3 A. Yes, Yamil,
4 acollege professor. |then received a call to become the 4 Q. Yamil?
5 Academic Dean -- Vice Principal of Academic is where | 5 A. Yes.
6 started -- at Pine Forge Academy in Potistown, 6 Q. Y-A-M-I-1, Sanchez.
7 Pennsylvania. And Pine Forge Academy is one of the most 7 A. Correct.
8 prestigious African-American Christian boarding schools in 8 Q. Who is Dr. Sanchez?
9 the country, and they are located in Pofistown. 9 A. Dr. Sanchez was the CEO and Principal of
10 Q. Your position in Camden was in New Jersey; 10 the school.
11 correct? 11 Q. And he was the CEO and Principal when you
12 A. Correct, that was in Camden, New Jersey, 12 began in October, 20117
13 and | was a professor in the dietetics program enrolled 13 A. Yes.
14 under the Allied Heaith Program at Camden County. 14 Q. And he was the CEO and Principal?
15 And then from Pine Forge Academy | then 15 A. Correct.
16 received another call to come to I-LEAD Charter School. 16 Q. How long was he in that position?
17 And| started at I-LEAD working part-time. | was really 17 A. i want to say --
18 hired initially o work with discipline. And then maybe 18 Q. Let me ask it this way. Do you recall how
19 about four to five months later, | became full-time and 19 his tenure at the school ended?
20 started fo work with the academic program and became the | 20 A. Yes.
21 Dean of Academics. 21 Q. How did it end?
22 Q. When did you start at I-LEAD? 22 A. There were some inter --
23 A. That would be somewhere around the end of 23 Q. Did he resign or was he terminated?
24 October, and I'm going to say 2011/2012 school year. 24 A. He resigned.
25 Q. Was that af the same time as the school's 25 Q. When did he resign?
627 629
1 opening or afterward? 1 A. I'm sorry. I'm a little bit bad with
2 A. Afterwards. 2 dates, but | believe -- I'm trying to go back in my mind as
3 Q. About how long after the school opened? 3 to when | started to take on a different role. So | left
4 A. | believe their initial Team was hired 4 in 2015, 2014, I'm going to say it was for the 2013/2014 --
5 somewhere around July. | came in in October, so -- and the 5 no, 2012/2013 school year, halfway through.
6 school probably opened at the beginning of August, so 6 Q. So you're saying January of 20137
7 essentially about four months after they actually 7 A. Correct.
8 structured their Team for the school. 8 Q. I'm going to lead you here. Are you sure it
9 Q. When you were in your first position at 9 wasn't January of 2014?
10 I-LEAD, describe -- first of dll, tell us what the fitle 10 A. 2014 sounds good.
11 was. 11 Q. So your role as Vice Principal changed;
12 A. | don't believe | had a title at that 12 right?
13 point 13 A. Yes.
14 Q. What were your job duties? 14 Q. And into what position did it change, and
15 A. Initially, it was to help with the 15 how did your duties change?
16 discipline of the school. As a new Charter and with the 16 A. Would that be after Dr. Sanchez's
17 type of enroliment that it had and the type of students 17 departure?
18 that were coming into the school, they just needed help in 18 Q. No, this is before.
19 beginning to structure and outline what discipline should 19 A. Oh, so my initial role | just worked with
20 look like in the school. 20 the discipline. | was helping students prelty much to
21 Q. So is it fair to kind of put a title of a 21 navigate their way through a new school system, a new
22 Vice Principal on what you were? 22 Charter School, worked with Dr. Sanchez on -- and parents
23 A. Yes. | believe Dr. Sanchez had me listed 23 just really starting to scaffold and set up what a charter
24 atthe State as Vice Principal. | did see thatin a 24 school should look like.
25 communication. 25 When | became the Academic Dean, then |

628

630

53 of 102 sheets

Page 627 to 630 of 678




1 went on to do work directly with teachers. That was most 1 A. At times, yes.
2 of myrole. 2 Q. Did Dr. Sanchez do anything for you
3 Q. And you became Academic Dean when? 3 vis-a-vis your becoming cetlified as a Principal?
4 A. That would be four to five months 4 A. Yes. Let me try to explain a little bit of
5 afterwards, so that would be around January or February of 5 thattrail. When | left New Jersey as a college professor,
6 the 2012 school year. 6 1had already worked five years in New Jersey's school
7 Q. So you stayed in that position as Academic 7 system as a Family and Consumer Science instructor. So
8 Dean all the way through the resignation of Dr. Sanchez? 8 whenlreceived a call fo go to Pine Forge Academy, Pine
9 A. Yes. 9 Forge Academy is a private boarding school. | stayed there
10 Q. What happened to your position after Dr. 10 for eight years as their Academic Dean. And | received
11 Sanchez resigned? 11 that call because of the work that | was doing in New
12 A. My position changed. | became Acting 12 Jersey. They knew that this was the type of work that |
13 Principal for a term -- probably for the duration of the 13 loved to get in and kind of work with the curriculum and
14 school year of 2014. And then for the 2015 school year, | 14 move schools forward in terms of their academic level, and
15 then became the Chief Academic Officer. 15 that's what | did at Pine Fore.
16 Q. So for the 2014/2015 school year, you were 16 Then | received a call from a former
17 the CAO, the Chief Academic Officer? 17  Principal, who was actually working at Harcum at the time
18 A. Correct. 18 and knew about the beginning and existence of the Charter
19 Q. How is it that you learned that you had 19 School. And this Principal knew my background as well,
20 become the CAO? 20 knew that this was something | would love to sink my teeth
21 A. We met -- | met with Mr. Figueroa, Barbara 21 into to get to work in a district like this, which is what
22 Ssykes, David Castro to take a look at what direction they 22 llove.
23  would be heading in and using me at the school. And so the 23 So Dr. Sanchez called me and hired me for
24 term Chief Academic Officer was used because they no longer | 24 the discipline position, but he also told me at that time
25 wanted a CEO/Principal, one person to have that auvthority 25 that he was going to use me eventually to help with the
631 633
1 .- type of authority anymore at the school system. So they 1 academic program.
2 didn't want to use that title, and the title Chief Academic 2 Dr. Sanchez enrolled me in Principal
3 Officer was what was termed for me. 3 Leadership courses for the State to ensure that at some
4 Q. Did you become CAO in that meeting? 4 point over the next few years | would work towards making
5 A. No. | think they were still going kind of 5 sure | had the certification standards met for the State of
6 back and forth as to what direction they were going to move 6 Pennsylvania.
7 in 7 $o it was my understanding at that time
8 Q. How did you learn that you got the position? 8 that! would be emergency certed while | was completing the
9 A. | believe another meeting was had, and they 9 coursework, and | did complete that coursework in two
10 told me. 10 years.
11 Q. So when you were CAO, were you cetfified in 11 Q. And you would be emergency certed because
12 Pennsylvania? 12 you felt that you needed that cettification for what you
13 A. Certified as? 13 were doing at I-LEAD?
14 Q. As a Principal. 14 A. Yeah, Well, Dr. Sanchez wanted me to have
15 A. No. 15 it because at some point we had had discussion as to where
16 Q. Were you cetified as a Principal in New 16 he would be headed in his position. His understanding, |
17 Jersey? 17 believe, was that he would go on one day to become
18 A. No. 18 Superintendent of an I-LEAD School District because at that
19 Q. Were you cetlified at all in New Jersey? 19 time they had talked about opening other schools in other
20 A. Yes, cerified -- | have a Standard 20 places, and | think Dr. Sanchez was just preparing me to be
21 Llifetime Cerificate -- Cerlification for Family and 21 able to assume his role as Principal.
22 Consumer Science in New Jersey. 22 Q. So who handled the details of getting that
23 Q. So going beyond the title of CAO, when you 23 emergency cetiification, you, Dr. Sanchez, both of you, or
24 were CAO, did you consider yourself to be the de facto 24 somebody else?
25 Principal of the school? 25 A. | would think that it would be someone
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1 else. I'm just not sure who. 1 Q. And then when did you determine that you did
2 Q. 1 don't know what you mean. 2 not have a cerification?
3 A. I would think that -- okay. Certification 3 A. Probably around March when | had finished
4 generally is handled by Human Resources or another entity 4 my last Principal Leadership class.
5 other than a Principal of a school. It's not something he 5 Q. So March of 2015?
6 would have direct hands into. 6 A. Yes.
7 Q. But was Dr. Sanchez handling or did he tell 7 Q. Thank you. So you were in the position of
8 you that he was taking care of getting your emergency 8 either Acting Principal or CAO for about a year?
9 cetlification? 9 A. Yes, about a year and a half.
10 A. Yes. We talked about what was going to 10 Q. Are you currently employed by I-LEAD?
11  take place in order for me to get cerlified. And so this 11 A. No.
12 is something he talked about, you know, a lot with me, to 12 Q. How did your employment with the school end?
13 make sure that | met the Pennsyivania requirements at some 13 A. 1 resigned in or around June the 25th of
14 point. 14 2015. And maybe the day before around the 24th or -- |
15 Q. So had you received, as far as you knew, the 15 would say | guess around the 24th or either that same
16 emergency cerification when Dr. Sanchez resigned? 16 morning, | can't even remember, but the 24th or the 25th, |
17 A. | never even looked back and thought about 17 was attending a meeting at Berks County intermediate Unit
18 i |just assumed that that was all in place so that when 18 office, atraining, and had received a text message from --
19 1 completed my coursework, | would be able to take the -- 19 or an e-mail from Mr. Figueroa to report back to the
20 whatever, the Principal exam, whatever the State told me to 20 school.
21 do, | would be able to do it and would be -- you know, move 21 | then left that meeting and reported back
22 oninto cetification status. 22 tothe school. And at that time | had a meeting with Mr.
23 Q. So after Sanchez was gone and you were CAO, |23  Figueroa and Mr. Jefferson, and they explained fo me that
24 you hadn't looked into whether that emergency cerlification 24 they were wanting to move in a different direction, pretty
25 had come through? 25 much thanked me for the work that | had done, and asked me
635 637
1 A. No. I never looked back at it. 1 was just 1 toresign and told me that if | did not resign, while they
2 moving along, completing the PiL courses and what Federal 2 did not want to terminate me based on what | had completed
3 funding and contract courses -- you know, all the things 3 and ali that | had done with I-LEAD, they would have no
4 that Principals should know and understand about in the 4  course but to terminate my employment.
5 State of Pennsylvania. 5 Q. What specifics did they give as to why they
6 Q. So was there a point in time when you 6 wanted your employment to end, if any?
7 realized that your emergency certification had not come 7 A. There were a couple of things. One of the
8 through? 8 things that was mentioned was that there were some things
9 A. Yes. 9 that had come up in a Board meeting that had occurred the
10 Q. And when was that? 10 night before, a Reading School District Board meeting. 1
11 A. That would be after my resignation from 11 don't know what the exact issues were or what was said.
12 I-LEAD, maybe even a couple of months before then when | 12 Q. They weren't articulated to you during the
13 actually started looking and had completed my PiL hours. 13  meeting?
14 Once | received that certificate, | then opened the State 14 A. No.
15 log and turned everything into the State so that they could 15 Q. Continue.
16 then tell me what my next directive was, whether it was 16 A. Most of what was said was that they just
17 going to be to take the Principal exam or if there was 17 needed to move in a different direction.
18 anything else that | needed to do. 18 Q. During that meeting was anything mentioned
19 Q. So let's get some times nailed down. if Dr. 19 regarding your lack of a certification?
20 Sanchez resigned in early 2014, did you become CAO inearly | 20 A. No.
21 2014? 21 MR. STACEY: {'m going to object on the
22 A. No. | was Acting Principal. 22 basis of relevance. Once again, this is about I-LEAD
23 Q. I'm sorry. You were Acting Principal, and 23 Charter School and charges made against the Charter
24 then did -- when did you become CAO, in August of 2014? 24 School with respect to revocation. 1don't see any
25 A. Correct. 25 charges that have to do with how a particular employee
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1 was let go, if or how that would be a violation of law. 1 That was something that every staff person, teacher and
2 l've leta couple of these questions go and | just - 2 staff had to understand that if we don't have the numbers,
3 MR. CIANCE: I'm finished with this line 3 we don't have jobs.
4 of questioning. 4 Q. Were there situations where Mr. Figueroa
5 HEARING OFFICER: Okay. 5 would stop Administrators or other persons, other employees
6 MR. STACEY: | withdraw my objection. 6 inthe haliway to question them about enrollment numbers?
7 BY MR. CIANCI 7 A. Yes. My Team -- | had several Team members
8 Q. So let's go back to your tenure at the 8 that reported to me, Director of School Counseling,
9 school. 9 Director of Special Education, Director of Instructional
10 A. Okay. 10 Coaching and Empowerment Coaching, and sometimes they would
11 Q. Let's talk about enroliment of students. 11  tell me that, yes, they had a conversation with Mr.
12 Describe what the goal was with respect to enrolling 12  Figueroa in the hallway.
13 students in the Charter School? 13 He stopped them or he brought them in the
14 A. Enroliment was probably the highest 14 office and he asked them, you know, what are the numbers,
15 priority of issues or concerns that took place on a daily 15 what are you doing to ensure that the numbers are okay and
16 basis at the school because without the enroliment, then -- 16  that kind of thing.
17  without the student numbers, then it placed the school and 17 Q. Were there 9th graders who came from the
18 its charter at risk in terms of employees having their jobs 18 Citadel at I-LEAD?
19  and things like that. 19 A. Yes.
20 Q. So was the push for enroliment geared to a 20 Q. And were they dropouts?
21 certain population or students in general? 21 A. No, because they were just starting the 9th
22 A, I'd say it was students in general. 22 grade.
23 Q. And were all of the students in the Charter 23 Q. Right. They just moved right to I-LEAD?
24  School dropouts? 24 A. They just moved to -- from middle school to
25 A. No. 25  high school. 1 wouldn't -- I'm not sure whether or not
639 641
1 Q. Were all of the students in the Charter 1 they were a dropout from the Citadel, but what we would get
2 School at risk students? 2 would be a student who had passed the 8th grade and as long
3 A. | think some were not at risk. 3 aswe knew that they passed the 8th grade, then they could
4 Q. What would you estimate the percentage of 4  be enrolied as a 9th grader at I-LEAD.
5 students who were not dropouts at I-LEAD? 5 Q. What was Dr. Sanchez's reputation among the
6 A. If's hard to say -- to give those numbers 6 professionals who worked at I-LEAD?
7 because | think eventually -- initially, when we started 7 A. His?
8  with that beginning enroliment back when the school first 8 Q. His reputation.
9 opened, we were not enrolling as many, | wouid say, 9th 9 A. His reputation was impeccable. He was
10 graders, but at some point that changed. 10 loved and seen as a wonderful mentoring figure for all of
11 And so for the 9th grade class, | think for 11  the teachers and all of the staff.
12 some parents they just felt like I-LEAD was a better school 12 Q. Did you agree with that?
13 and wanted to have their child there. So it didn't 13 A. 1did. Yes.
14 necessarily mean they were at risk, but parents felt like 14 Q. What was his opinion about how many students
15 maybe, you know, | would rather have my child in a school 15  the school should educate at one time?
16 that they felt maybe is safer, smaller classes, that kind 16 A. Dr. Sanchez, whenever he met with us, he
17  of thing. 17  would meet with us to tell us to try to keep the numbers
18 But it's hard to give it an exact number. 18 around 300. He always helped us to kind of refer back to
19  Maybe | might estimate a third -- a third, or a little 19 the Charler. And he felt like anything, really, above that
20  higher. 20 was going to place the school in difficult, challenging
21 Q. What in your estimation was the driving 21 situations.
22 force behind the push for enroliment? 22 Q. Do you know how many students were enrolied
23 A. Well, to pay the bills, to -- for budget. 23 atthe school when Dr. Sanchez resigned?
24 Q. How was that articulated to you? 24 A. I'm gonna say probably in the low 300's.
25 A. That was articulated on a regular basis. 25 Q. Do you know how many students were enrolled
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1 in the school when you resigned in lieu of termination? 1 Sykes and David Castro; right?
2 A. Over 500. 2 A. David Castro's tier was above ours
3 Q. In your role as CAO, Dr. Smith, what were 3 (indicating). So it was David Castro and then Mr.
4 your responsibilities? 4 Figueroq, Mrs. Sykes and myself.
5 A. 1 have to go a little bit to explain that. 5 Q. Okay. Continue.
6 Q. Please do. In general terms. 6 A. Then where --
7 A. My responsibilities pretty much were 7 Q. With respect to matters where you did or did
8 connected to three larger entities. One would be working 8 not have decision-making authority.
9 with the Director of School Counseling and their functions, 9 A. So we called that, the name of that Team,
10  working with the Director of Instructional and Empowerment 10  Mr. Figueroa, Mrs. Sykes and myself, was called the
11 Coaching and their duties, working with the Special 11 Executive Commitiee. So there was no decision that | could
12  Education Director for a period of time, and then working 12 make singuiarly. That was why | did not have that
13 with the Parent Representative for a period of time. 13 particular title as CEO and Principal as Dr. Sanchez had
14 So there was a certain period of time 14 because that was something that they did not want again.
15 where those entities, some of those did not report fo me, 15 They wanted fo be able to have additional input into how
16 but basically | met with them, would meet with teachers, 16 the school would run. ’
17  still fried to work with some of the discipline issues of 17 Q. Did I hear you correctly in saying that as
18 the school, and I was still wearing kind of a little 18 part of this Executive Committee, there were four persons,
19 variation of hats because there really wasn't a designated 19  Mr. Castro, Ms. Sykes, Mr. Figueroa and you?
20 person under the Chief Academic Officer who was serving in | 20 A. Normally when we met, the Executive
21 total control as the Principal or a Vice Principal. | 21 Committee, it would be Mr. Figueroa, Mrs. Sykes and myself.
22 didn't have that, so | was kind of, you know, just spread 22 Q. Gotit. And David Castro wasn't necessatily
23 across. 23 part of that?
24 Q. And certainly with respect to academic 24 A. He was not necessarily part of it.
25 matters, they were under your umbrella? 25 Q. Thank you. So that's how decisions were
643 645
1 A. Yes. 1 made, was through that committee?
2 Q. You did evaluations? 2 A. Yes.
3 A. 1 did. 3 Q. What about decisions on financial matters,
4 Q. And in what types of matters did you have 4 were you part of the decision-making process for financial
5 decision-making authority, either in whole or in part? 5 matters?
6 A. Could you be more specific? 6 A. No, not in that sense. No.
7 Q. Sure. Certainly with respect to what you 7 Q. Did the Executive Committee, minus you, make
8 said, you were in charge of academics. 8 those decisions?
9 A, Yes. 9 A. | would have to say yes. The only time
10 Q. S$o when decisions had to be made that 10 that i would make any decisions with regards to finances
11 related to academic matters in the school, you had the 11 would be if we needed to order a particular program. Once
12 authority to make those decisions; right? 12 in awhile I might be asked about a salary, but as far as
13 A. No. 13 siting down in detail and outlining the directives for
14 Q. Go ahead. 14 funding at I-LEAD, no, I didn't have anything to do with
15 A. 1 did not have authority to make those 15 that.
16 decisions because {-LEAD had a different hierarchy that was 16 Q. Those decisions were made by Ms. Sykes, Mr.
17 set up, a different structure. 17 Castro and Mr. Figueroa?
18 When | became the Chief Academic Officer -- 18 A. 1 would assume so, yes.
19 if you think about an organizational chart, there was Angel 19 Q. And you didn't have any say in those
20 Figueroaq, Barbara Sykes and Dr. Smith (indicating). 20 decisions, but were you completely kept out of them?
21 Q. So | just want to describe for the record 21 A. Yes. | had nothing to do with any of those
22 that you have just illustrated with your hands one tier 22 decisions.
23  with three columns. 23 Q. Were all hiring and firing decisions made by
24 A. Correct. 24 them?
25 Q. And in each column is Mr. Figueroaq, Barbara 25 A. Not ali of them, no.
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1 Q. About what percentage of the hiring and 1 A. Yes -- from being a member of his Team that
2 firing decisions were made by them? 2 those things went to him.
3 A. Well, when | say no -- actually, | have to 3 Q. When you were CAO, were matters related to
4  sayyes. There were times when | would be included in 4 aftendance reported to you?
5 those decisions, and there were times when | was not 5 A. No.
6 included in those decisions. But yes, hiring and firing, 6 Q. To whom were they reported?
7 yes, was made at that level. 7 A. Mr. Figueroa.
8 Q. Were financial-related decisions made by the 8 Q. To whom were academic matters reported when
9 Charter School Board, to your knowledge? 9 youwere CAO?
10 A. No, not to my knowledge. 10 A. To me.
11 Q. Were decisions with respect to hiring and 1 Q. What about matters pertaining to Special Ed?
12 firing made by the Board? 12 A. For a portion to me until the second half
13 A. No. 13 of the school year, then -- the school year that | left.
14 Q. Were financial decisions that were made 14 Q. | want to take a moment to talk about some
15 subsequently ratified by the Board, to your knowledge? 15 lay-offs. About how many employees resigned or were
16 A. | think sometimes, yes. 16 terminated since Dr. Sanchez resigned?
17 Q. About how often? 17 A. During my last, 1 think, month or so being
18 A. Not often. Not in my presence anyway. 18 atI-LEAD, around June, 2015, | received a list from one of
19 Q. Were decisions on hiring and firing that 19 the Teacher Union staff persons who had counted up. Ifl
20 were made, were they subsequently ratified by the Board? 20 remember correctly, it was around 60.
21 A. | have to say not always, no. 21 Q. Those 60 lay-offs occurred when?
22 Q. Not always? 22 A. Between the time that Dr. Sanchez resigned
23 A. Not very often. And the only reason why | 23 and probably several months after my resignation,
24 know that is because | would run into a Board member and 24 Q. So from -- let me word it this way. In
25 they would ask me what happened to so and so. And | would 25 January, 2014 --
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1 say, you're not aware that this person is no longer with 1 A. Yes.
2 us? No, | didn't know. And that would be a Board member. 2 Q. -- which is roughly when Dr. Sanchez
3 So | think initially | assumed that they 3 resigned, how many employees were employed by the school?
4 were privy to all of those things and that they were a part 4 A. You mean the exact number?
5 ofit, but they were not necessarily a part of it. 5 Q. As best as you canrecall.
6 Q. And you don't have any personal knowledge as 6 A. I think at that time we may have had
7 to whether they formally ratified any of those decisions? 7 somewhere between 70 and 80 employees.
8 A. No. 8 Q. And when you resigned in June of 2015, how
9 Q. Did you have any involvement in the hiring 9 many employees were employed then?
10 of Jim Bohan? 10 A. | would say probably somewhere roughly
11 A. No. | just came to work one day, and he 11 around -- maybe somewhere around the same number minus ten
12  wasthere. 12 because many of the people who left, well, some of them had
13 Q. So while you were CAO, who was the person 13 beenreplaced.
14  who made the day-to-day decisions with respect to the 14 Q. So you said 70 to 80 under Sanchez, so maybe
15  running of the school? 15 60to 70 when you resigned?
16 A. Mr. Figueroa. 16 A. Yes.
17 Q. Is he cettified as a Principal, to your 17 Q. And with those numbers of total employees,
18 knowledge? 18 there were about 60 lay-offs or terminations during that
19 A. To my knowledge, no. 19 period?
20 Q. When Dr. Sanchez was Principal, were matters 20 A. Yes, between the time that Dr. Sanchez
21 pertaining to attendance reported to him? 21 resigned and, to my understanding, several months after my
22 A. Yes. 22 resignation.
23 Q How do you know that? 23 Q. Do you know how many of those were
24 A. I know from being -- 24 terminations as opposed to resignations?
25 Q Did you witness it? 25 A. Quite afew.
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1 Q. Quite a few meaning quite a few were 1  knowledge?
2 terminations? 2 A. i would have to say no.
3 A. Yes. 3 Q. How do you know that?
4 Q. Most or less than most? 4 A. Mr. Brown and | had conversations about his
5 A. | wouldn't say most. Probably half. 5 certifications, and so I'm aware of his background and
6 Q. 1 want to ask you a quick question about 6 course of study. And to my knowledge, there was nothing
7 Course of Studies Book. Do you know what a Course of 7 that took place where he would have suddenly been cerified
8 Studies -- 8 for a Vice Principal position, not to my knowledge.
9 A. Yes. 9 Q. Did he ever teach at I-LEAD?
10 Q. -- document is? 10 A. He did.
11 A. Yes, | do. 11 Q. What did he teach?
12 Q. During your tenure at the Charter School, 12 A. He taught Math.
13 did a Course of Studies Book exist? 13 Q. Was he cerified to teach Math?
14 A. No. 14 A. No.
15 Q. Was such a book being prepared? 15 Q. How do you know that?
16 A. Yes. 16 A. Because he was one of the teachers that we
17 Q. Was it ever completed? 17 had conversations with about getting their cedification.
18 A. No. 18 Q. What do you know about paraprofessionals
19 Q. Obviously not. Now, with respect to teacher 19 teaching classes at I-LEAD? Did that occur?
20 cetlifications, are you aware of any teachers at the 20 A. Yes.
21 Charter School who were not cerlified? 21 Q. What is a paraprofessional?
22 A. Yes. 22 A. In layman's terms or regular school terms,
23 Q About how many were not? 23 it would be a teachers aide, someone considered to be a
24 A. In any padicular time period? 24 teachers aide.
25 Q Well, let's say January of 2015, a year 25 Q. And you say they taught classes. What kinds
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1 after Dr. Sanchez resigned. 1 of classes did they teach?
2 A. Probably seven or eight. 2 A. PE, Heaithy Relationships, Biology, and
3 Q. And was there much fluctuation in that 3 that was for, you know, hiring them -- or them going into
4 number during the year prior or the time after? 4 the classroom as teachers. They also subbed in any class.
5 A. Not much, no. 5 They would be in as a substitute teacher as well.
6 Q. Who is Duane Brown? 6 Q. Are there any other courses that
7 A. Duane Brown is, to my knowledge, currently 7 paraprofessionals taught?
8 the Vice Principal of I-LEAD. 8 A. Math.
9 Q. Was he the Vice Principal of I-LEAD when you 9 Q. Any other core subjects?
10 were there? 10 A. English -- Math, English, Science. | wouid
11 A. No. 11 have to say all of the core subjects at one point sometime
12 Q. Was he there then? 12 had a paraprofessional in their classroom.
13 A. Yes. 13 Q. About how many people were paraprofessionals
14 Q. What was his position? 14 teaching classes at I-LEAD at any one time?
15 A. Mr. Brown replaced a previous employee that 15 A. There were several that we used on a
16 was terminated, Robin Banks, who worked directly with 16 regular basis. $o | just need to count for a minute, |
17 teachers and Empowerment Coaches, so that was his role as 17 would have to say probably four were used pretty muchon a
18  well. 18 regular basis.
19 Q. And he reported to you directly? 19 Q. $o you obviously knew that paraprofessionals
20 A. Yes. | would say for the most part up 20 were teaching those courses af the time they were teaching;
21 until maybe the last haif of the school year. 21 right?
22 Q. And to repeat what you said earlier, he's 22 A. Yes.
23 currently the Vice Principal? 23 Q. What did you do about it, if anything?
24 A. Yes. 24 A. 1t was a lot of discussion around
25 Q. Is he cenlified for that position, to your 25 paraprofessionals in the classroom. What we wanted -- what
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1 Iwanted as the Chief Academic Officer was to ensure that 1 Q. And do you remember how many of those
2 we were hiring teachers who were ceilified, that we could 2 persons were certified?
3 getthemto I-LEAD. But something happened aiong the way 3 A. There was a period after Dr. Sanchez left
4 where we really didn't have any teachers for awhile who 4 where | had to review all of the ceriifications for the
5 were putting in applications to come to I-LEAD. it was 5 Special Education instructors. And so at that time | found
6 kind of like a bad name was out there. 6 that -- one, two -- three of them did not have the
7 And sometimes when there were paras in the 7 designated certification for Special Education.
8 classroom, some | knew about, some | didn't know about 8 So what we ended up doing, we contacted the
9 until | got into the school building and found out this 9 State and housed three of the Special Education
10 person or that person was placed, but it really had to do 10 instructors. And | think when | left, there may have been
11 with one thing, | would say, and that was budget more than 11 one that was still working on cerlification, maybe two.
12 anything else. 12 Q. So these students had |EP's, the Special Ed
13 Q. What do you base that on? 13 students at the school; right?
14 A. Conversations, direct conversations with 14 A. Yes.
15 the Executive Committee. And so for awhile we just 16 Q. Were the service needs of those students
16 apparently did not have the budget o hire teachers, the 16 being met in accordance with those 1EP's?
17 teachers that we needed in all of our classrooms. So 17 A. No.
18 sometfimes there was a waiting period. We would have to put | 18 Q. So what was done, if anything, about that?
19 a para in until we could get a certified teacher in to take 19 A. We met and discussed it and attempted to
20 over that particular class. 20 hire additional Special Education instructors. The Board
21 Q. Did you ever talk to Mr. Figueroa about this 21 stepped in, and we were able to put some more paras in the
22 issue and say that it had to be rectified? 22 classroom. We kind of redesigned the Special Education
23 A. Oh, yeah. We talked about it a lot. We 23 structure to give it more support.
24 knew it had to be rectified. | spoke with some of the 24 Q. Do you recall specifically services that
25 Board members about it. We knew it was an issve. 25 were not being provided?
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1 Q. Did you discuss it with Ms. Sykes? 1 A. Well, | can only because when the State
2 A Yes. 2 stepped in to deal with us in terms of the sanctions,
3 Q. And what were your comments met with, what 3 possible sanctions and warnings for the school, then |
4 was the response that you got? 4 understood to a greater detail what the expectation was for
5 A. | would speak with Mrs. Sykes and say, | 5 Special Education to be covered. So they immediately
6 need X amount of teachers, | need a teacher hired for this 6 stepped in and said these people have to be hired. It was
7 position or that position. And she would go back and take 7 just a mandate.
8 alook at the budget to see if i could happen. Sometimes 8 The Director of Special Education had to
9 it could, and sometimes it couldn't based on the budget. 9 have specific persons helping her to complete her task, and
10 Q. How long would these paraprofessionals teach | 10 they needed additional training. It was just a barrage of
11  aclass? Would they teach a class for a day, for a week, a 11 things that needed to take place very quickly.
12  month? 12 Q. You testified that you thought that the
13 A. For some it might be a day. For others it 13 staffing level was inadequate; correct?
14 would be for a semester. For some it was for the year. 14 A. Yes, it was.
15 Q. 1 want to talk about Special Education 15 Q. Inadequate?
16 matters. How many classrooms in the Charter School, if 16 A. Yes.
17 any, were designated for Special Ed? 17 Q. Did your staff report that fact to you?
18 A. Four classrooms. 18 A. They reported it to me and to the Executive
19 Q. How many Special Education teachers were 19 Committee.
20 there? 20 Q. What did the Executive Committee do about
21 A. There were not enough. 21 i, if anything?
22 Q. Do you remember how many there were? 22 A. 1 think that's when we were trying fo take
23 A. | just need a particular tfime period 23 alook to see what the budget could handle and how to get
24 because those numbers changed as well, but | would say 24 more Special Education support in.
25 anywhere from four to six. 25 Q. Did that happen, other than the
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1 paraprofessionals you mentioned before? 1 BY MR.STACEY:

2 A. Yes. There were additional staffing hired 2 Q. Dr. Smith, there's a binder that says Joint

3 to give the Director more support. 3 Exhibits onit.

4 Q. When were those hirings made? 4 A. Yes.

5 A. Probably around February of 2015. 5 Q. Can | have you turn to Tab 27, please.

6 Q. During what periods of time were the 6 A. (Witness complies.)

7 staffing levels deficient? 7 Q. There's several separate documents in here.

8 A. | would say once the numbers for -- the 8 Do you recognize what this is?

9 enroliment numbers changed at I-LEAD and started going 9 A. It says I-LEAD Charter School Board
10  higher and higher and higher, | think that was probably the 10 Meeting.
11 foundation of why we needed that additional suppori. 11 Q. And then it says Minutes?
12 The number of students kept growing, but we 12 A. Yes.
13 weren't hiring additional staffing for Special Ed. We were 13 Q. Do you recognize these as Minutes of the
14 slill frying to hold down, you know, to what the initial 14 |-LEAD Charter School Board?
15 shucture was. 15 A. | would not know unless | was present and
16 Q. So you believe from the time of Dr. 16 received this.
17 Sanchez's resignation up through February of 2015 the 17 Q. Can you turn a dozen pages back? There's
18 Special Ed staffing was deficient? 18 Minutes from Thursday, September 25, 2014. If's probably
19 A. Yes. We needed additional help. 19 about 20 pages into the exhibit, in Exhibit 27. Just keep
20 Q. Do you believe that the hirings made in 20 flipping until you reach September 25, 2014.
21  February, 2015, fixed the problem? 21 A. Okay.
22 A. 1 think, yes, to a certain degree. It was 22 {Witness complies.)
23  helpful. 23 Okay.
24 Q. It was helpful? 24 Q. Are you there?
25 A. Yes. 25 A. Yes.
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1 Q. Just to make sure we're on the same page, 1 Q. See where it says In Atendance?

2 you're talking about the hiring of paraprofessionals and 2 A. Yes.

3 some uncertified persons? 3 Q. It says T. Smith?

4 A. No. 1 would say the attempt was made to 4 A. Okay.

5 try to hire additional staffing, but that is a particular 5 Q. Is that you?

6 period for me that's -- it's a dark period for me. It's 6 A. Yes.

7 not something that | have clear recollection on only 7 Q. Did you attend meetings of the Board?

8 because, again, once the State stepped in with the warnings 8 A. Not all of them, but, yes, | tried to

9 and all of that, Special Education no long reported to me. 9 aitend as many as | could.
10 It was then to report to Mr. Figueroaq, so | 10 Q. Do you know whether for those School Board
11 was not involved in the details of all that happened with 11 meetings the school published nofice that the meetings were
12 the Special Education problems during that time period. 12 going to be held?
13 That would be from whenever everything occurred, when it 13 A. | believe that, yes, they did.
14 just fell apar, which would be around January, February of 14 Q And were the meetings open to the public?
15 2015 1o the end of the school year, {ill | resigned. So 15 A. Yes.
16 they no longer reported fo me. 16 Q. So anybody could attend?
17 Q. So with respect to Special Education 17 A Yes.
18 maters, you, as CAO, were completely in the dark? 18 Q. Generally at these Board meetings, did you
19 A. Yes, for that portion of the school year. 19 make reporis to the Board?
20 Yes. 20 A. Yes.
21 Q. And those matters were reported to Mr. 21 Q. And that was in your role as being part of
22 Figueroa and not you? 22 the Executive Commitiee?
23 A. Correct. 23 A. In my role as being in charge of Academics.
24 MR. CIANCI: That's alll. 24 Q. Could you turn the page.
25 HEARING OFFICER: Cross-examination. 25 A. (Witness complies.)
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1 Q. Do you see under Roman numeral IV it says 1 Q. Each time you did aftend, would you give a
2 Report of the ILCS Executive Committee at the top of the 2 reportto the Board?
3 page? 3 A. Not each time, no.
4 A. Okay. Yes. 4 Q. But most times?
5 Q. And then your name s listed there? 5 A, | wouldn't even say most times. If | was
6 A. Yes. 6 directed to give areport, then | would have a report ready
7 Q. And then under Subsection A it says School 7 togive.
8 Calendar (Smith)? 8 Q. You testified that you had nothing to do
9 A. Yes. 9 with financial decisions, and you had nothing to do about
10 Q. Does that mean you made a report to the 10 decisions about day-to-day operations.
11 Board about the school calendar? 11 A. No, | didn't say | didn't have anything to
12 A. Yes, that would mean that probably | 12 do with day-to-day. Day-to-day operations included the
13 submitted a preview of a calendar. 13 movement of teachers. And that's what | was more
14 Q. And then under B it says Staffing Summary, 14 intimately involved in than anything else at the school.
15  Smith? 15 Q. Do you know whether Pennsylvania requires
16 A. Yes, that | met with the new learning 16 that somebody be certified to monitor attendance at the
17 facilitators. Yes. 17  school?
18 Q. What else does that say under Staffing 18 A. Does that person have to be certified?
19  Summary? 19 Q. Correct,
20 A. It says, Met with new leaming facilitators 20 A. Most of our schools, | believe, fall under
21 who will undergo eight weeks of orientation and training, 21 PIMS -- a PIMS rooftop, which helps to -- pretty much helps
22 approaching a hundred percent for highly qualified faculty, 22  with the flow of altendance to keep those numbers. That is
23 iwo positions still open, Math and Special Education. 23 not necessarily a ceriified teacher's position. So when
24 Q. Do you recadll, sitting here today, when you 24 we're talking about cerlification, we're talking about
25 reported to the Board that I-LEAD was approaching a hundred |25 teachers, educators. They are certified. Staffing is not
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1 percent highly qualified faculty whether that meant all 1 necessarily cerlified.
2 faculty? 2 Q. During your tenure at I-LEAD Charter School,
3 A. If they were approaching -- I'm sorry, 3 are you aware of a contract that I-LEAD Charter School had
4 covuld you repeat that? 4  with KSS, Incorporated?
5 Q. Yes. Let me ask this. What did you mean by 5 A. { would need to know what that acronym
6 approaching a hundred percent highly qualified facuity? 6 stands for.
7 A. It means that that's what we were working 7 Q. Unfortunately, | don't know. What about an
8 on, to fry to ensure that we met the Title 1 standard of 8 ouffit called Delta T?
9 having a hundred percent of our facully cetified. 9 A. Yes.
10 Q. So being cettified is part of being highly 10 Q. What was that?
11 qualified? 11 A. So the first one might be Kaleidoscope, I'm
12 A. Yes, it is. 12 thinking, that you're asking about. And the second one
13 Q. Do you recall about how many times you would | 13  would be Delta T, which would be a temporary staffing
14 report to the Board about staffing issues? 14 agency.
15 A. To the Board? 15 Q. What did those agencies provide to the
16 Q. Yes. Let’s just take your position as CAO 16 Charter School?
17  in the '14/15 school year. Do you recall how many Board 17 A. Cetlified personnel.
18 meetings you may have aitended? 18 Q. To work on a temporary basis?
19 A. No. 19 A. Correct. Educators.
20 Q. Was it your regular practice to go to the 20 Q. Do you know during which years you were at
21 Board meetings? 21 |-LEAD Charter School that those contracts were in place?
22 A. 1 would try to attend as many as | could, 22 A. | never looked at the contracts.
23 butiwas involved in a lot of different things In that 23 Q. Did you at any point call Delta T or
24 final school year, so probably 1 would have loved to have 24 Kaleidoscope?
25 attended more. 25 A. Yes.
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1 Q. About how often did you do that? 1 lefters, do you mean letters from the Teacher's Union
2 A. As often as directed to do so. That would 2 Representative?
3 be adirection that | might receive from the Executive 3 A. When | look back, probably. They were on
4 Committee. That's not anything that | could do on my own. 4 the Teacher's Union, yeah, because all of the teachers were
5 Q. You testified that there was a review of 5 on the Teacher's Union at some point.
6 Special Education matters done by the Department of 6 Q. All the teachers at i-LEAD are ina
7 Education? 7 Teacher's Union?
8 A. Yes. 8 A. Yes.
9 Q. Do you know when that occurred? 9 Q. And is that a State Union, or is that Union
10 A. If | remember comnrectly, it began around 10 specialto |I-LEAD Charter School?
11 October or November of 2014. 11 A. It's I-LEAD's Union.
12 Q. Am | correct that the Departiment of 12 Q. So all the teachers at I-LEAD are in their
13  Educadtion issued what's known as a Corrective Action Plan 13 own Union?
14 to the Charter School? 14 A. Yes.
15 A. Yes. Eventually that was part of it, their 15 Q. During your time was there ever an election
16 plan, yes. 16 held to determine whether those teachers could organize and
17 Q. So the idea is the Charter School does the 17 form a Union?
18 Corrective Action Plan, hopefully, and then takes care of 18 A. Could you repeat that question?
19 all the issues that PDE found in their investigation? 19 Q. Sure. Do you recali when the Union was
20 A. Correct. 20 formed?
21 Q. Are you aware of the Departiment of Education 21 A. 1 would have to say in my 2014/2015 school
22 ever providing the Charter School with a letter that that 22  year.
23 Corrective Action Plan had been satisfied? 23 Q. Do you recall how the Union came about?
24 A. | believe that it was satisfied. 'm not 24 A. No, not redlly. | think, to my
25 sure when, | don't recall really when, but | believe to 25 recollection, the teachers felt a mistrust for
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1 some exient that it was. Yes. 1 Administration and decided that they would have a Union.
2 Q. When you say satistied, you mean I-LEAD 2 It was something that we had fought against having probably
3 Charler School brought the issues that were identified as 3 forthe first few years of the school, but after awhile
4 non-compliant by PDE into compliance? 4 they just did not feel that they were being treated fairly
5 A. I'm not sure. 5 or honestly, and they formed a Union.
6 Q. You testified about lay-offs and referenced, 6 Q. When they formed a Union, did they do so by
7 quote, a Teacher Union letter? 7 voting for the Union, do you know?
8 A. Yes. 8 A. I really don't know. I didn't have any
9 Q. What is thai? 9 details related to that. We just received word, | think,
10 A. No, this is just a private listing or mail 10 afterwards that we are now a Union. | believe they were
11 that came from someone in the Teacher's Union to me. 11 working with someone in the district who represented
12 Q. To you? 12 Unions, and the work was done.
13 A Correct. 13 Q. You testified that in January of 2014, to
14 Q To you in your position as CAO? 14  your recollection, there was about 300 students and by the
15 A. Correct. 15 time you left there was about 500 students?
16 Q What did it say? 16 A. Right. |think when | first came on there
17 A. It was listing the number of teachers that 17 might have been 270 or whatever that -- maybe in October of
18 had been -- not teachers, but staffing that had been 18 2011. And then those numbers varied and changed, you know,
19 terminated and/or resigned due to, you know, disgruntled 19 based on enroliment. Sometimes it went up. Sometimes it
20 situations, and there was a concern for that. 20 wentdown.
21 1 would also receive things like that from 21 But | think my highest it was a little bit
22 teachers or staff that were upset with the hierarchy of the 22 over 500. Onthe day that| left, did | ook at the board
23 school, upset with the Executive Committee, and upset with 23 to see how many were enrolled that day? No. Soidon't
24 the Administration of the school. 24 know the exact number that day, but | know that we have had
25 Q. When you say you would often receive 25 as many as a little over 500.
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1 Q. Were you familiar with I-LEAD's Charter 1 that it was an issue for some parents, that they wanted
2 Agreement with the school district? 2 their children in a smaller environment.
3 A. Very little of that, 3 Q. They thought a smaller environment would be
4 Q. Do you know whether it contains an 4  safer?
5 enrollment cap? 5 A. Yes.
6 A. To my knowledge, no, it did not have an 6 Q. Safer than where, the Citadel?
7 enroliment cap. 7 A. Yes.
8 Q. And am | correct that I-LEAD's Charter was 8 Q. Or Reading Senior High School?
9 renewed? 9 A. Yes.
10 A. Yes. 10 Q. You mentioned, quote, the type of enroliment
11 Q. Do you know when it was renewed? 11 atI-LEAD Charter School, and that the students, quote,
12 A. I don't remember the exact date. I'm going 12 needed help. Can you explain that a little bit more? Are
13 tosay 2014. 13 you talking about all students?
14 Q. Did you have any involvement with the 14 A. | would say based on the conditions of why
15 renewal process? 15 Reading felt like it, you know, needed a Charter and
16 A. Yes. 16 originally approved a Charter is because there are kids in
17 Q. What was that process? 17 the Reading School District that just can't cutitin a
18 A. If | remember correctly, the Board asked 18 larger school. And there were issues with kids who may
19 for some specific details as to how we would move forward 19 have had, you know, unwarranted pregnancies or dealing with
20 in what | would consider to be restructuring the academic 20 the judicial system, may or may not have parents that are
21 program for I-LEAD. 21 inthe house, all kinds of issues, a lot of baggage, you
22 Q. I'm sorry, which Board? 22 know, brought into -- with our students and our urban
23 A. Reading School District Board. And we met 23 school districts all around the world.
24  with them two or three times and later, whatever the 24 So | think that's what I'm referencing.
25 initial write up was for that, | don't know that it was 25 And so we knew that coming into I-LEAD we were going to be
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1 ever completed, but | know that we went on to receive the 1 working to help those students.
2 additional years for Charter. 2 Q. You stated you have a Ph.D. from Capella
3 Q. As part of that renewal process, do you 3 University?
4 recall the district asking for any documentation related to 4 A. Correct.
5 teacher certification? 5 Q. That was awarded in about 20127
6 A. You said a document? 6 A. Yes, | graduated in 2012. | believe |
7 Q. No. Did they ask you or anybody at the 7 received my diploma finally after | paid the bill in --
8 school, to your knowledge, about teacher certification? 8 sometime the early pait of 2015 or it might be the latter
9 A. | would say teacher certification, yes, was 9 part of 2014, but, thank God, | did receive it.
10 something that was discussed. 10 Q. What have you done since leaving I-LEAD
11 Q. It was something that was discussed? 11 Charter School?
12 A. Yes. 12 A. | have been home. | have been with my
13 Q. What about enroliment levels of the school? 13 mother, who's 94 years old in congestive heart failure.
14 A. Yes, that was discussed as well. 14 And | decided to take a sabbatical pretty much this year
15 Q. And it was discussed prior to them renewing 15 and not -- and work on books and everything else while |
16 the Charter? 16 would be, you know, sending out resumes and different
17 A. Yes. 17  things, but | really have been with my mother.
18 Q. You testified that parents would often 18 Q. So you're sending out resumes, you've
19  enroll their students in I-LEAD because they felt I-LEAD 19 applied to jobs?
20 was, quote, safer. Is that true? 20 A.  Oh,yes.
21 A. Yes. 21 Q. Have you applied to the Reading School
22 Q. Can you tell me a little bit more about 22 District for a job?
23 that? About how many times would that happen in a given 23 A. Yes, | applied to Reading School District
24 school year? 24  prior to my resignation.
25 A. I couldn't give an exact number. | know 25 Q. From I-LEAD?
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1 A. Yes. 1 HEARING OFFICER: At this point in fime,
2 Q. Did you get that job? 2 it's approximately 4:30. | have been advised by the
3 A. No. 3 School District Counsel the next witness will likely be
4 Q. You spoke about David Castro. He was a 4 aof least 90 minutes, if not longer. So in light of that,
5 Board member of I-LEAD Charter School? 5 |spoke with Counsel and we have agreed to recess the
6 A. For a period of time he was the Chief in 6 hearing for today and reconvene at 9:30 on Friday
7 terms of a Board member. He was President of the Board. 7 morning. Is that okay with Counsel for the School
8 Q. Chairman of the Board? 8 District?
9 A. Yes. 9 MR. CIANCI: Yes.
10 Q. And you observed him personally at the 10 HEARING OFFICER: Mr. Stacey, is that
11 school? 11 okay with the Charter School2
12 A. Yes. 12 MR, STACEY: Yes.
13 Q. About how often? 13 HEARING OFFICER: We are in recess until
14 A. | wouldn't know because sometimes he would 14  Friday at 9:30 a.m.
15 be in the building and | didn't even know he was in the 15 (Whereupon, the hearing concluded at 4:30
16 building, so | really can't give a number to that. 16 o'clock p.m.)
17 Q. About once a week? 17
18 A. No, | don't think that often. Maybe a few 18
19 times a month, maybe a couple times, two or three times a 19
20 month. 20
21 Q. What about Dr. Robert Natalini? 21
22 A. Dr. Natalini, yes, what about him? 22
23 Q. Was he in the school often? 23
24 A. Yes. 24
25 Q. When he would come to the school, what would | 25
675 677
1 you observe him do? 1 CERTIFICATE
2 A. Teach Math. Tutor Math and teach Math. 2
3 MR. STACEY: | don't have anything further. 3 I hereby certify that the proceedings and
4 HEARING OFFICER: Redirect? 4 evidence are contained fully gnd accurately in the notes
5 taken by me, to the best of my ability, in the
S BYMR. CIANCE 6 proceedinygs of the foregoing cause, and that this copy is
6 Q. Dr. Smith, you testified that you applied to 7
7 the Reading School District for a position? 8
8 A. Yes. 9
9 Q. You testified that you did not get the job. 10
10  Does that mean that a decision has been made on the job and | 11
11 you didn't get it --
12 A, Yeah -- 12 Lori A. Diks, RPR
13 . -- or a decision has not yet been made?
14 i. A :eclsion was m‘:zde o: the j:b and 1 did 3 Notary Publicin and for :
' the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
15 not getit. 14
16 Q.  Doyou have any other applications for 15 BERKS COURT REPORTING SERVICE
17 employment with the Reading School District at the present 16
18 time? 17
19 A.  No. 18
20 MR. CIANCI: Nothing further. Thank you 19
21 foryour time. 20
22 HEARING OFFICER: Any further questions? ;;
23 MR. STACEY: No. 23
24 HEARING OFFICER: Ma'am, you're excused. 24
25 (Discussion was held off the record.) 25
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